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Agenda Item 1. Opening of the meeting 

 

1. The 6th Session of the Joint IATTC and WCPFC-NC Working Group Meeting on the Management 

of Pacific Bluefin Tuna (JWG06) was held online on 27-29 July 2021. The meeting was opened by co-

chairs Mr. Masanori Miyahara (Japan, Northern Committee Chair) and Ms. Dorothy Lowman (USA, 

IATTC). 

 

2. A list of participants to the JWG06 is included in Annex A. 

 

Agenda Item 2. Adoption of Agenda and Meeting Procedures 

 

3. Ms. Lowman welcomed participants and outlined the meeting procedures and the agenda. 

 

4. The provisional agenda was adopted (Annex B). 

 

Agenda Item 3. Scientific Information on Pacific Bluefin Tuna 

 

3.1  Updates on the stock status of Pacific bluefin tuna 

 

5. Dr. Shuya Nakatsuka (Japan), Chair of the ISC Pacific Bluefin Tuna Working Group (PBFWG), 

provided a report of the workgroup’s intersessional workshop. The PBFWG reviewed 2020 catch data, 

abundance indices up to 2020, and the current stock assessment (conducted in March 2020), and discussed 

the management strategy evaluation (MSE) and close-kin mark recapture. The PBFWG also noted that there 

has been no new information in 2021 that necessitates a revision of the 2020 ISC stock status and 

conservation information on PBF. 

 

6. Japan stated that it intends to transfer 250 tons of its catch limit for small PBF to large PBF until at 

least 2034 and requested that the ISC reflect this transfer into future stock assessment projections. 

 

7. The US pointed out that the outcomes of this meeting may impact what projections are requested 

of the ISC PBFWG and that it was important to provide clear guidance to the ISC before the close of the 

meeting. 

 

3.2  Reports from WCPFC-Scientific Committee (SC) and IATTC-Scientific Advisory Committee 

(SAC) 

 

8. Dr. Alex da Silva (IATTC) presented a review of the results of the 2020 PBF stock assessment by 

the IATTC SAC, rebuilding targets and harvest strategies, and future PBF projections, as well as the joint 

recommendations of the IATTC staff and the SAC. The IATTC staff and the SAC recommends the extension 
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of the provisions of Resolution C-18-01, as already extended by Resolution C-20-02, and that the 

Commission take note that increased catches based on the scenarios analyzed are possible under the harvest 

strategy prepared by the joint tuna RFMOs Working Group. The choice of catch scenario should take into 

account the desired rebuilding rate and the distribution of catch between small and large bluefin. 

 

9. The report of the 12th IATTC-SAC meeting was noted as reviewed. 

 

10. The report of the 17th WCPFC-SC meeting was unavailable because it has not yet convened.  

 

Agenda Item 4. Reports on the implementation of Pacific bluefin tuna measures 

 

11. The Joint WG reviewed WCPFC and IATTC members’ implementation reports on conservation 

and management measures for PBF. 

 

12. Japan raised some questions on the USA reported 2020 recreational catch in the EPO and how 

recreational catch is managed with respect to IATTC obligations. The USA noted that it was the only 

country that reported on its recreational catch and would welcome others sharing information about their 

management of recreational PBF catch at future JWG meetings. There was agreement to continue 

discussing these issues on the margins. 

 

13. Co-Chair Miyahara reminded members that the reporting requirement related to the WCPFC CMM 

was established not only to report fishing catch and effort but to track compliance and allow members to 

identify any difficulties in implementing the management measures so that these could be addressed as 

needed.    

 

Agenda Item 5. Review of Conservation and Management Measures for Pacific Bluefin Tuna 

 

14. Japan presented a proposal to amend CMM 2020-02 for Pacific Bluefin Tuna. 

 

15. The United States presented a proposal for the establishment of Harvest Control Rules for the 

second rebuilding period. 

 

16. The JWG discussed possible amendments to CMM 2020-02 for Pacific Bluefin Tuna and C-20-02 

Measures for the Conservation and Management of Pacific Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean and 

agreed upon the package of amendments outlined in Annex C. JWG recommends the adoption of those 

amendments by the Northern Committee and the IATTC, respectively.  

 

17. Regarding the provision on the transfer of small fish to large fish quotas in Annex C, the JWG 

agreed that up to 10% of small fish catch limit per CCM could be transferred using the conversion factor 

of 0.68 (25% in the case of parties who do not have a Western and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPO) large 

fish catch limit), and that the rest of the small fish catch limit could be transferred at a ratio of 1:1. The 

JWG agreed that the use of the 0.68 conversion factor should be allowed for three years (i.e. 2022-2024) 

and then reviewed.  

 

18. The JWG agreed that the provision on 0% increase in catch for small fish in Annex C applies to 

the WCPO only. 

 

19. The JWG discussed draft Harvest Control Rules for the second rebuilding period to be incorporated 

in HS 2017-02 for Pacific Bluefin Tuna Fisheries and C-18-02 on a Long-Term Management Framework 

for the Conservation and Management of Pacific Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean as outlined in 

Annex D and recommends their adoption by the Northern Committee and the IATTC, respectively. 
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20. Chinese Taipei noted the importance of maintaining 2002-2004 baseline year in the measure, and 

proposed a WCPO limits table to be discussed in the NC17 meeting, with an aim to include it in the measure. 

 

Agenda Item 6. Future (2022) JWG meeting 

 

21. Japan offered to host the next JWG meeting at a date to be determined to precede both NC and 

IATTC meetings, subject to the state of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Agenda Item 7. Other business 

 

7.1 Impacts of COVID-19 pandemic 

 

22. The JWG discussed the ongoing MSE work and noted that progress has been delayed due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

23. The JWG noted the ISC’s advice on the PBF MSE as outlined in JWG06-WP-02. The JWG noted 

that Japan has provided a specialist for the development of the MSE work for the WCPO and encouraged 

interested parties to provide a specialist for the Eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO). The JWG also encouraged 

interested parties to organize stakeholder workshops for the EPO and the WCPO respectively, in advance 

of the next JWG meeting, to facilitate further discussion by the JWG of management inputs for the MSE, 

in particular, operational management objectives and the anticipated management framework (e.g., how to 

balance the eastern and western Pacific fisheries). 

 

24. The United States recognized the importance of stakeholder input but expressed some concern 

about the efficacy of the past stakeholder workshops. It suggested that, if it is not possible to hold JWG 

stakeholder workshops in 2022, members should be encouraged to hold their own domestic workshops 

prior to the JWG meeting to gather stakeholder input to enhance the JWG discussion of management 

objectives and other inputs at next year’s meeting. The United States noted the importance of the JWG 

providing guidance to the ISC on management objectives and performance metrics in order to further 

develop the harvest strategy for long-term management. 

 

25. Japan reported that Mr. Shingo Ota (Japan) will continue to chair the Catch Documentation Scheme 

(CDS) Working Group and intends to hold a meeting of the CDS Working Group in conjunction with the 

next JWG meeting. Japan also pointed out that the scope of the electronic CDS system e.g., a consolidated 

system to cover all tunas, one for Pacific bluefin tuna, etc. remains a fundamental issue that the Commission 

must give advice on. 

 

26. The JWG encouraged Japan to begin preparations with interested parties towards holding next 

year’s meeting of the CDS Working Group. 

 

7.2 Other 

 

27. The JWG noted the progress being made on close-kin recapture analysis and encouraged members 

to continue to develop this work. 

 

28. The US proposed requests to the ISC (Annex E). JWG had no time to discuss them but requested 

the concerned parties including the US and Japan to develop the proposal and agreed to finalize it through 

proper process in both the NC and IATTC before the ISC starts the next assessment works for PBF tuna. 
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Agenda Item 8. Adoption of Report 

 

29. [The IATTC-NC JWG06 adopted the report.] 

 

Agenda Item 9. Close of meeting 

 

30. [The meeting was brought to a close on 29 July 2021.] 
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Annex A 

 

JOINT IATTC AND WCPFC-NC WORKING GROUP MEETING ON THE  

MANAGEMENT OF PACIFIC BLUEFIN TUNA 

SIXTH SESSION 

 

ELECTRONIC MEETING 

8am-11am, Japan Standard Time 

27-29 July 2021 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

 

 

CO-CHAIRS 

 

Dorothy Lowman 

Consultant 

Lowman and Associates 

dmlowman01@comcast.net  

 

Masanori Miyahara 

Advisor to the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries 

Fisheries Agency of Japan 

masamiyafaj1@gmail.com  

 

CANADA 

 

Justin Turple 

Director, International Fisheries Policy 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

Justin.Turple@dfo-mpo.gc.ca  

 

COOK ISLANDS 

 

Latishia Maui-Mataora 

Senior Fisheries Officer, Observer Coordinator 

Ministry of Marine Resources 

L.Maui@mmr.gov.ck  

 

Tiare Nicholas 

Data Analyst 

Ministry of Marine Resources Cook Islands 

t.nicholas@mmr.gov.ck  

 

FIJI 

 

Jyanti Singh 

Fisheries Technical Officer 

Ministry of Fisheries, Fiji 

singhjyanti13@gmail.com  

 

Raijeli Natadra 

Fisheries Officer 

Ministry of Fisheries 

raijeli.natadra@govnet.gov.fj  

 

JAPAN 

 

Miwako Takase 

Councilor  

Resources Management Department 

Fisheries Agency of Japan 

 

Takumi Fukuda 

Director for International Fisheries 

Coordination, Resources Management 

Department, Fisheries Agency of Japan 

takumi_fukuda720@maff.go.jp  

 

Hirohide Matsushima 

Assistant Director, International Affairs Division 

Fisheries Agency of Japan 

hiro_matsushima500@maff.go.jp  

 

Aya Matsushima 

Staff, International Affairs Division 

Fisheries Agency of Japan 

aya_matsushima190@maff.go.jp  

 

Takaaki Umeda 

Assistant Director, Fisheries and Resources 

Management Division 

Fisheries Agency of Japan 

 

Shuya Nakatsuka 

Deputy Director, Highly Migratory Resources 

mailto:dmlowman01@comcast.net
mailto:masamiyafaj1@gmail.com
mailto:Justin.Turple@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:L.Maui@mmr.gov.ck
mailto:t.nicholas@mmr.gov.ck
mailto:singhjyanti13@gmail.com
mailto:raijeli.natadra@govnet.gov.fj
mailto:hiro_matsushima500@maff.go.jp
mailto:aya_matsushima190@maff.go.jp
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Division, Japan Fisheries Resources Institute 

Japan Fisheries Research and Education Agency 

snakatsuka@affrc.go.jp  

 

Hiromu Fukuda 

Head, Bluefin Tunas Group 

Highly migratory resources division 

Fisheries Research and Education Agency of 

Japan, Fisheries Resources Institute 

fukudahiromu@affrc.go.jp 

 

Akihito Fukuyama 

Managing Director 

Japan Far Seas Purse Seine Fishing Association 

fukuyama@kaimaki.or.jp  

 

Hidefumi Kawamoto 

Executive director 

San-In Purse Seine Fisheries Cooperative 

 

Isao Ishii 

Vice Chairman 

Japan Sea Coastal Purse Seiners Association 

 

Kei Hirose 

Director 

Ishinomaki Fishery Co., Ltd. 

 

Susumu Oikawa 

President 

Ishinomaki Fishery Co., Ltd. 

 

Kenji Aoki 

Executive director 

Nitto Suisan Kabushikigaisha 

 

Makoto Hotai 

General Manager 

Japan Purse Seiners Association 

 

Meiko Kawahara 

Manager 

Taiyo A&F Co., Ltd. 

 

Yuji Uozumi 

Scientific Adviser 

Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association 

 

Tetsuya Kunito 

Section Manager 

Federation of North Pacific District Purse Seine 

Fisheries Cooperative Associations of Japan 

 

Tokimasa Kobayashi 

Adviser 

JOP(OFCF) 

 

Muneharu Tokimura 

Adviser 

JOP(OFCF) 

 

Yumi Okochi 

Staff 

JOP(JANUS) 

 

Yuhei Takeya 

Group Submanager, Senior Administrative 

Officer, Fisheries Stock Enhancement and 

Management Group, Fisheries Bureau, Fisheries 

Promotion Division, Department of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries 

Aomori Prefecture Government 

 

Hirotoshi Shishidou 

Technical Deputy Section Chief, Fisheries 

Promotion Division 

Kagoshima prefecture 

 

Naoto Matsumoto 

Officer, Fisheries Management Division 

Miyazaki Prefectural Government 

 

Yuuki Tanaka 

Fisheries Resources Management Section, 

Senior Researcher 

Fisheries Research Institute, Aomori Prefectural 

Industrial Technology Research Center 

 

Kaoru Kawamoto 

Interpreter 

 

Yoko Yamakage 

Interpreter 

 

Alex Meyer 

Rapporteur 

 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

 

Sungtaek Oh 

Head of Delegation, Deputy Director 

Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries, ROK 

mailto:snakatsuka@affrc.go.jp
mailto:fukuyama@kaimaki.or.jp
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republicofkorea@korea.kr  

 

Ilkang Na 

International Cooperation Specialist 

Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries 

ikna@korea.kr  

 

Mi Kyung Lee 

Researcher 

National Institute of Fisheries Science 

ccmklee@korea.kr  

 

Soomin Kim 

Policy Analyst 

Korea Overseas Fisheries Cooperation Center 

soominkim@kofci.org  

 

Won Tae-hoon 

Policy Analyst 

Korea Overseas Fisheries Cooperation Center 

4indamorning@kofci.org  

 

MEXICO 

 

Christian Alcaraz 

Fishery Manager 

Baja Aqua-Farms 

christian.alcaraz@bajaaquafarms.mx  

 

Luis Fleischer 

Scientist 

FIDEMAR Mexico 

lfleischer21@hotmail.com  

 

Michel Jules Dreyfus Leon 

Researcher 

FIDEMAR 

dreyfus@cicese.mx  

 

CHINESE TAIPEI 

 

Chi-Chao Liu 

Senior Specialist, Deep Sea Fisheries Division 

Fisheries Agency, Council of Agriculture 

 

Chih-Min Wang 

Director 

Tung Kang Fisheries Association 

macjackal@gmail.com  

 

Doris, Tak-Wai Lau 

Assistant 

Overseas Fisheries Development Council 

 

Han-Yu Lin 

Section Chief 

Taiwan Tuna Association 

tony@tuna.org.tw  

 

Joy Hsiangyi Yu 

Secretary, International Fisheries Affair Section, 

Deep Sea Fisheries Division 

Fisheries Agency, Council of Agriculture 

 

Liang-Chun Wang 

Division Chief 

Taiwan Tuna Longline Association 

duo_w@livemail.tw  

 

Shih-Ning Liu 

Secretary 

Overseas Fisheries Development Council of the 

Republic of China 

shirley@ofdc.org.tw  

 

Shui-Kai Chang 

Professor 

National Sun Yat-sen University 

skchang@faculty.nsysu.edu.tw  

 

Wenying Wang 

Section Chief, International Fisheries Affair 

Section, Deep Sea Fisheries Division 

Fisheries Agency, Council of Agriculture 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 

Michael Tosatto 

Regional Administrator, Pacific Islands Regional 

Office 

NOAA Fisheries 

 

Andre Boustany 

Principal Investigator, Fisheries 

Monterey Bay Aquarium 

aboustany@mbayaq.org  

 

Bill Fox 

Commissioner to IATTC 

Dep. of State 

 

Celia Barroso 
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Fishery Policy Analyst 

NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service 

 

Christopher Dahl 

Staff Officer 

Pacific Fishery Management Council 

kit.dahl@noaa.gov  

 

Craig Heberer 

Deputy Director, Large Scale Fisheries Program 

The Nature Conservancy  

craig.heberer@tnc.org  

 

David Hogan 

Acting Director, Office of Marine Conservation 

(OES/OMC) 

U.S. Dept. of State 

HoganDF@state.gov  

 

Elizabeth Hellmers 

Senior Specialist 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

elizabeth.hellmers@wildlife.ca.gov  

 

Heidi Dewar 

Fisheries research biologist 

NOAA Fisheries 

 

Jessica Watson 

PFMC HMSMT Member 

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 

Josh Madeira 

Senior Policy Manager 

Monterey Bay Aquarium 

jmadeira@mbayaq.org  

 

Kelsey James 

Research Fisheries Biologist 

NOAA - SWFSC 

kelsey.james@noaa.gov  

 

Kevin Piner 

Research Biologist 

NOAA, SWFSC 

kevin.piner@noaa.gov  

 

Lyle Enriquez 

Highly Migratory Species Branch Chief 

NMFS West Coast Region 

Lyle.Enriquez@noaa.gov  

 

Michael Conroy 

Principal 

West Coast Fisheries Consultants 

 

Michael Thompson 

US Commissioner / IATTC 

Davey's Locker Sportfishing 

mthompson041@cox.net  

 

Michelle Horeczko 

Pelagic Fisheries Data Project- Senior 

Environmental Scientist Supervisor 

California Department of  Fish and Wildlife 

michelle.horeczko@wildlife.ca.gov  

 

Peter H Flournoy 

General Counsel 

Western Fishboat Owners' Association 

phf@pacbell.net  

 

Ryan Wulff 

US IATTC Commissioner 

NOAA 

ryan.wulff@noaa.gov  

 

Theresa Labriola 

Pacific Program Director 

Wild Oceans 

tlabriola@wildoceans.org  

 

Tom Graham 

Chief, International Fisheries Division 

NOAA NMFS 

 

Tom Schiff 

President 

Schiff & Assoc 

tschiffsd@aol.com  

 

Valerie Post 

Fishery Policy Analyst 

NOAA Fisheries 

 

William Stahnke 

IATTC Policy Support 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

william.stahnke@noaa.gov  

 

Dave Gershman 

Officer, International Fisheries Conservation 
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The Ocean Foundation 

dgershman@oceanfdn.org  

 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA 

COMMISSION (IATTC) 

 

Alexandre Aires-da-Silva 

IATTC Coordinator of Scientific Research 

Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission 

alexdasilva@iattc.org  

 

Brad Wiley 

Policy Advisor 

IATTC 

bwiley@iattc.org  

 

Jean-Francois Pulvenis 

Director 

IATTC 

jpulvenis@iattc.org  

 

Mark Maunder 

Head of the Stock Assessment Program 

IATTC 

mmaunder@iattc.org  

 

INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC 

COMMITTEE FOR TUNA AND TUNA-

LIKE SPECIES IN THE NORTH PACIFIC 

OCEAN (ISC) 

 

John Holmes 

Chair 

ISC 

john.holmes@dfo-mpo.gc.ca  

 

ORGANIZATION FOR REGIONAL AND 

INTER-REGIONAL STUDIES (ORIS) 

 

Isao Sakaguchi 

Professor 

Gakushuin University 

isao.sakaguchi@gakushuin.ac.jp  

 

Yasuhiro Sanada 

Researcher 

Waseda Institute for Global Governance 

 

PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM FISHERIES 

AGENCY (FFA) 

 

Wetjens Dimmlich 

Director, Fisheries Management Division 

FFA 

wetjens@ffa.int  

  

Reuben Sulu 

Fisheries Management Advisor 

Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency 

reuben.sulu@ffa.int  

 

Yaniba K Alfred 

Catch Documentation Scheme Technical 

Advisor 

Pacific Island Forum Fisheries Agency 

yaniba.alfred@ffa.int  

 

PEW CHARITABLE TRUST 

 

Grantly R Galland 

Senior Officer 

The Pew Charitable Trusts 

ggalland@pewtrusts.org  

 

THE OCEAN FOUNDATION 

 

Shana Miller 

Senior Officer, International Fisheries 

Conservation Project 

The Ocean Foundation 

smiller@oceanfdn.org  

 

WCPFC SECRETARIAT 

 

Feleti Teo 

Executive director 

WCPFC Secretariat 

feleti.teo@wcpfc.int  

 

Aaron Nighswander 

Finance and Administration Manager 

WCPFC Secretariat 

Aaron.Nighswander@wcpfc.int  

 

Eidre Sharp 

Assistant Compliance Manager 

WCPFC Secretariat  

Eidre.Sharp@wcpfc.int  

 

Elaine Garvilles 
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WCPFC Secretariat 
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JOINT IATTC AND WCPFC-NC WORKING GROUP MEETING ON THE  
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SIXTH SESSION 

 

ELECTRONIC MEETING 

8am-11am, Japan Standard Time 

27-29 July 2021 

AGENDA 

 

 

 

1. Opening of the meeting 

 

2. Adoption of Agenda and Meeting Procedures 

 

3. Scientific Information on Pacific Bluefin Tuna 

 

3.1 Updates on the stock status of Pacific bluefin tuna 

 

3.2 Reports from WCPFC-Scientific Committee (SC) and IATTC-Scientific Advisory 

Committee (SAC) 

 

4. Reports on the implementation of conservation and management measures (CMMs) and 

resolutions for Pacific bluefin tuna 

 

5. Review of Conservation and Management Measures for Pacific Bluefin Tuna 

 

6. Future (2022) JWG meeting 

 

7. Other business 

 

7.1 Impacts of COVID-19 pandemic 

 

7.2 Other 

 

8. Adoption of Report 

 

9. Close of meeting 
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Annex C 

 

JOINT IATTC AND WCPFC-NC WORKING GROUP MEETING ON THE  

MANAGEMENT OF PACIFIC BLUEFIN TUNA 

SIXTH SESSION 

 

ELECTRONIC MEETING 

8am-11am, Japan Standard Time 

27-29 July 2021 

 

Proposed amendments to CMM 2020-02 for Pacific Bluefin Tuna and C-20-02 Measures for the 

Conservation and Management of Pacific Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean 

 

 

Potential Package 

 

● Catch increases 

○ 15% increase for WCPO large fish; 0% increase for small fish 

○ Additional 30 mt of WCPO large fish for parties who do not have a large fish catch limit  

○ 15% increase for EPO 

○ Additional 200 mt increase for EPO 

 

● JWG would agree to recommend these increases in each area but the new catch level for each 

CCM with PBF fisheries would be represented in a table that is agreed to in NC (Japan, Korea 

and Chinese Taipei) and IATTC (Mexico and USA), respectively.  

 

● In the WCPO: the transfer of small fish to large fish quotas allowed, with up to 10%1* of small 

fish catch limit per CCM using the conversion factor of 0.68. 

 

● In the WCPO: a 17% carryover in three years (2021-2022, 2022-2023, and 2023-2024).  

 

● In the EPO: the same carry forward framework will be used in the biennial cycle that has been the 

typical format of the IATTC measure through 2024. This will result in an amendment to the 

current measure that adds 3 years (2022-2024) onto the current measure. As such, the resolution 

would contain two biennial cycles within a single resolution (i.e., 2021-2022 and 2023-2024). 

 

  

 
1 Notwithstanding this provision, parties who do not have a WCPO large fish catch limit may apply 25% instead of 

10%. 
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Annex D 

 

JOINT IATTC AND WCPFC-NC WORKING GROUP MEETING ON THE  

MANAGEMENT OF PACIFIC BLUEFIN TUNA 

SIXTH SESSION 

 

ELECTRONIC MEETING 

8am-11am, Japan Standard Time 

27-29 July 2021 

Proposed Harvest Control Rules for the Second Pacific Bluefin Tuna Rebuilding Period 

 

 

The harvest control rules during the second rebuilding period below will be applied based on the results of 

stock assessments and SSB projections to be conducted by ISC. 

With respect to objective 1 of this harvest strategy: 

If the SSB projection indicates that the probability of achieving the second rebuilding target by 2034 or 10 

years after reaching the initial rebuilding target, whichever is earlier, is less than 60%, management 

measures shall be modified to increase it to at least 60%. For this purpose, the ISC will be requested, if 

necessary, to provide information on possible management measures to achieve 60% probability.  

If the SSB projection indicates that the probability of achieving the second rebuilding target by 2034, or 10 

years after reaching the initial rebuilding target, whichever is earlier, is at 75% or larger, fishery controls 

may be changed, including adjustment of catch limits, as long as the probability is maintained at 70% or 

larger. For this purpose, ISC will be requested, if necessary, to provide relevant information on potential 

fishery controls. 

With respect to objectives 2 and 3 of this harvest strategy: 

Any adjustments to management measures shall be considered in cooperation between the two RFMOs 

taking into account historical and future projected proportional fishery impacts on SSB between fisheries 

in the EPO and fisheries in the WCPO. For this purpose, ISC will be requested, if necessary, to provide 

relevant information, including projected proportional fishery impact of potential management measures 

changes. 

This harvest control rule will be reviewed and modified, as necessary, if depletion estimates across the time-

series have been adjusted due to changes in assumptions and/or settings of the stock assessment model. 
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Annex E 

 

JOINT IATTC AND WCPFC-NC WORKING GROUP MEETING ON THE  

MANAGEMENT OF PACIFIC BLUEFIN TUNA 

SIXTH SESSION 

 

ELECTRONIC MEETING 

8am-11am, Japan Standard Time 

27-29 July 2021  

USA Proposal on 

“Joint Working Group Recommendations on Requests to the ISC”2 

 

 

1. The Joint Working Group recommends the Northern Committee (NC) request the ISC perform 

projections of catch increases agreed to at this 6th Meeting of the Joint Working Group and 

provide the relative fishery impact of WCPO fisheries and EPO fisheries on SSB over the 

projection period. Additionally, the Joint Working Group requests the ISC provide at least one 

scenario (with projection) of effort and catch limits for EPO and WCPO that would satisfy the 

rebuilding objective and by 2031 achieve a relative (or proportional) fishery impact on SSB of 

approximately 75% from WCPO fisheries and 25% from EPO fisheries. 

 

2. The JWG recommends that the NC emphasize to the ISC the standing request in the current 

harvest strategy that “[t]he ISC...periodically evaluate whether the recruitment scenario used 

during the second rebuilding period is reasonable given current conditions, and to make 

recommendations on whether a different recruitment scenario should be used.” In 2022 and with 

each benchmark or update stock assessment thereafter, the ISC should conduct sensitivity 

analyses using alternative recruitment scenarios and advise whether the long-term average 

recruitment scenario represents the most likely future recruitments. If the ISC recommends 

alternative recruitment scenarios, then they should be included as projection runs in the 

benchmark or update stock assessment.  

 

3. The JWG recommends that the NC request the ISC analyze in the projections the impacts of a 

transfer of 10% mt of small fish limit to large fish limit using a conversion factor of 0.68:1 

small:large.  

 

 

 

 

 
2 The JWG did not have time to discuss this US proposal but requested that concerned parties including US and Japan 

consider these and other requests and finalize a list of requests to the ISC through the proper process in both the NC 

and the IATTC before the ISC starts the next assessment work for Pacific bluefin tuna. 


