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Presentation Outline

Recent provisions of (2020) data for WCPFC science…
• Annual catch estimates
• Aggregate catch/effort data
• Operational catch/effort data
• Size data
• ROP (Observer) Data  (SC17 ST IP-02)

SC17 consideration for (5) proposals related to data 
gaps and data dissemination



Scientific Data to the WCPFC

ANNUAL CATCH ESTIMATES
(see Tables 1 and 2 in ST WP-1)

2020 Annual catch estimates

o All (32 CCMs = 100%) had provided 2020 estimates by
deadline

o Some CCMs provided provisional estimates, then updated
(e.g. Philippines)



Aggregate Catch/Effort data
(see Tables 3 and 4 in ST WP-1)

2020 Aggregate data
• Data for all CCM fleets available by the deadline (30th April 2021)
• Reporting of key shark species catches (for some CCMs) [Data Gap #18]
• Coverage of data used to produce aggregate data very low (non-binding)  -

Indonesia

Please refer to the GENERAL Notes column in Tables 3 and 4

Scientific Data to the WCPFC



Scientific Data to the WCPFC

Operational CATCH/EFFORT Data
(see Tables 5 and 6)

2020 Operational data
• Data for all CCM fleets available by the deadline (30th April 2021).
• Positive developments during the past year… 

– Vietnam revised national logbook to adhere to WCPFC requirements
– Indonesia now providing the catch in number of fish

• Some required fields are missing from Indonesia (binding)
• Key shark species catch not provided by Indonesia (binding)

• Incomplete coverage of operational data for several fleets (non-binding)
• Reliability of key shark species reporting (non-binding)

Please refer to the 
Notes and COVERAGE 
column in Table 6 …



Scientific Data to the WCPFC

Size Data
(see Table 7)

Generally, now well covered …               … but note the 
impacts on 2020 submissions due to COVID…

Gaps in Table 7 refer to FLAG-STATE reporting obligations

2020 Size data were not provided (.. but non-binding)

− US south Pacific albacore troll fleet
− EU Longline
− Tuvalu Longline



Purse seine observer data submissions
• Figure 1 and Tables 1 and 2 (.. highlighting declines during 2020 and 2021 due to COVID) 

ROP Longline coverage by fleet for compliance …
• Tables 3 and 4 (.. impacts due to COVID ..)

Overall Longline observer coverage (ROP & non-ROP) …
• Table 5 (2019 – 5.2%)  and Table 6 (2020 – 3.0%; data yet to be provided and COVID impacts) 

Status of Observer data management
Refer to SC17 ST IP-02



Check the status of your Scientific 
data provisions

SC17 ST WP-1 paper – Data Gaps
Tables 1 and 2 – Annual catch estimates for 2019 and 2020

Tables 3 and 4 – Aggregated catch/effort data for 2019 and 2020

Tables 5 and 6 – Operational catch/effort data for 2019 and 2020

Table 7 – Size data for 2020

SC17 ST IP-02 – ROP (observer) data not yet provided

Review the DATA-GAP Notes in each table for your fleets

Please contact me if there are any issues.



SC17 review of proposals related to DATA GAPS…

In anticipation of questions from SC17, Peatman et al. (2021 : SC17-ST-IP-

04) conducted an initial study on the impacts of reductions in purse seine

observer coverage due to COVID on the precision of tuna catch estimates.

The main outcome was that reduced observer coverage

significantly effects, inter alia, the precision of the purse seine

bigeye tuna catch estimates in the aggregate data used for the

assessments.

So, to ensure future assessments are based on reliable data, a return to

100% purse seine observer coverage is strongly recommended as soon

as it is safe and logistically feasible.

#1 – COVID Impacts on Observer data



SC17 review of proposals related to DATA GAPS…

SC15 and SC16 acknowledged the potential of cannery data for the work of

the Commission

SC16 reviewed the draft guidelines and proposed minor updates.

SC17 is invited to …

- review the draft guidelines again, and

- consider endorsement for forwarding to TCC17 and WCPFC18

(see SC17-2021-ST-WP-03)

#2 – Guidelines for the Voluntary Submission 
of Purse seine processor data



SC17 review of proposals related to DATA GAPS…

– Proposing additional tables of operational data fields which match the text...

– No changes to the content or requirements for SciData

– Provides a better understanding of the operational data requirements for

technicians preparing and scientists using the data

– Consistency and linkages with WCPFC SSPs for Electronic Reporting guidelines

RECOMMENDATION : Prepare tables for longline, purse seine and pole-

and-line operational data fields as a new ANNEX in Scidata for SC18 and

TCC18 review.

#3 – Enhance Scientific data submission 
guidelines (SciData) (see Section 2.4 and ANNEX 2 of data gaps paper)



SC17 review of proposals related to DATA DISSEMINATION…

– Several requests received for aggregated WCPFC SIZE DATA

– SIZE data are listed as PUBLIC DOMAIN (lowest risk classification) in

the WCPFC data rules… but with a condition …

“if adequate time has passed to allow the scientists that organised for the

collection of such data to publish a paper analysing it”

– Not sure how to interpret this requirement ?

(see Section 4.1 of data gaps paper which list the SIZE data fields to be disseminated)

Recommendation

– Aggregated SIZE data fields to be disseminated via the WCPFC

public domain web page

– Options to deal with the condition (“…adequate time…”)

1. Exclude size data for the two (2) most recent years; OR

2. CCMs to advise on which of their size data submissions should be excluded

#4 – WCPFC Public domain SIZE DATA



SC17 review of proposals related to DATA DISSEMINATION…

WCPFC17 recommended the expansion of ACE TABLES to include

– additional estimates of effort; and

– estimates of annual area-based CMM quantitative limits

Latest version of ACE Tables are available here for CCM review

– https://www.wcpfc.int/ace-by-fleet

Opportunity for CCM comments

#5 – Latest version of ACE Tables

Derived recent annual catch and effort estimates that could be relevant to review of 

implementation of some CMMs and for certain CCMs 2019 2020 Notes

CMM 2006-04 : South Pacific striped marlin

–         count of fi shing vessels/effort in area  south of 15S N/A N/A Vessels

–         catches  of MLS by flag in area  south of 15S N/A N/A

CMM 2009-03: Swordfish - south WCPFC area

–         count of longl ine fi shing vessels  and/or effort in area  S20S N/A N/A Vessels

–         catches  of SWO in convention area  S of 20S N/A N/A

CMM 2015-02 : Albacore - south WCPFC area

–         count of vessels  actively fi shing for SP a lbacore S of 20S N/A N/A Vessels

–         catch of ALB in convention area  south of 20S N/A N/A

–         count of trol l  fi shing vessels  and/or effort in area  S20S N/A N/A

CMM 2019-03 : Albacore - north WCPFC area

–         number of vessels  in area  north of the equator (for this  GEAR TYPE) 95 95 Vessels

–         effort di rected to a lbacore in area  north of the equator (by this  GEAR TYPE) 22,604,895 25,243,533 Hooks

–         catches  of a lbacore in WCPFC area  north of the equator (by this  GEAR)* WCPFC-North WCPFC-North Refer to “WCPFC-North” ACE Table/worksheet

CMM 2010-01 : Striped marlin - north WCPFC area

–         catches  of s triped marl in in WCPFC area  north of the equator (by this  GEAR)* WCPFC-North WCPFC-North Refer to “WCPFC-North” ACE Table/worksheet

CMM 2020-02 : Pacific Bluefin  - north WCPFC area

–      fi shing effort north of the 20°N in WCPFC area N/A N/A Hooks

–         catches  of PBF < 30kgs  in WCPFC area  north of 20°N N/A N/A

–         catches  of PBF >= 30kgs  in WCPFC area  north of 20°N N/A N/A

Tropical tuna CMM (CMM 2018-01) 

–      PS fi shing effort by a l l  EEZs  combined N/A N/A

–         PS fi shing effort by flag for high seas  of Convention Area  (20 N to 20 S only) N/A N/A

–         PS fi shing effort/vessels  by flag in convention area  south of 20S N/A N/A

https://www.wcpfc.int/ace-by-fleet


SCIENTIFIC DATA AVAILABLE TO THE WCPFC

Thank you - Questions ?
SC17 Considerations Potential Action

#1 – COVID Impacts on Observer data General recommendation to 
resume 100% coverage when 
possible

#2 – Guidelines for the Voluntary Submission 
of Purse seine processor data

Endorse guidelines and 
recommend to TCC17 and 
WCPFC18

#3 – Enhance SciData guidelines with tables of 
data fields

Recommend further work for SC18 
review

#4 – WCPFC Public domain SIZE DATA Recommend publishing public 
domain size data

#5 – Latest version of ACE Tables Note and comment


