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Introduction 
 
1. Article 22 of the Convention requires the Commission to collaborate with other 
Intergovernmental organizations which may contribute to the attainment of the objective of the 
Convention. The Commission has relations with the following organisations.  The agreements with each 
of these organizations can be found on http://wcpfc.int/relations-with-other-organisations. 

1) Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC);  
2) Commission for the Conservation for Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT);  
3) International Scientific Committee for Tunas and Tuna-like Species in the North Pacific 

Ocean (ISC);  
4) Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC);  
5) Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA);  
6) Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR);  
7) Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC);  
8) Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP);  
9) Agreement for the Conservation of Albatross and Petrels (ACAP); and  
10) North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission (NPAFC). 

 
Existing arrangements  
 
Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT) 
 
2. An MOU between CCSBT and WCPFC was signed following the endorsement of the Second 
Regular Session of the Commission, 12-16 December 2005 at Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia.  
 
International Scientific Committee for Tuna and Tuna-like Species in the North Pacific Ocean (ISC)  
 
3. An MOU was adopted in December 2005. On the basis of recommendations from the 
Independent Review of the Commission’s Transitional Science Structure and Functions, the Commission 
directed that the Secretariat undertake a review of the MOU but the existing MOU has had no revision 
yet.   
 

http://wcpfc.int/relations-with-other-organisations
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Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) 
 
4. An MOU was executed by representatives of the IATTC and WCPFC following its endorsement 
by WCPFC3 at Apia, Samoa in December 2006. 
 
5. A data exchange agreement to support the exchange of data between the two Commissions was 
signed by the two parties at the end of the Commission meeting at Papeete, French Polynesia in 
December 2009.  
 
6. A Memorandum of Cooperation on the Cross Endorsement of Regional Observers between 
WCPFC and IATTC was signed at the IATTC meeting in La Jolla, USA in July 2011 (Attachment Q, 
WCPFC7 Summary Report).   

 
7. WCPFC8 directed the WCPFC Executive Director to continue to work with the IATTC 
Executive Director to implement an arrangement for the deployment of cross-endorsed observers as soon 
as possible.  The first WCPFC-IATTC cross-endorsement training was held in Kiribati from 14th -20th 
August 2012 (a report on this workshop is included in the TCC8 Annual Report on ROP WCPFC-TCC8-
2012-15). 

 
8. WCPFC8 agreed that the issue of the overlap area needed to be resolved as a matter of priority 
and asked the Chairs and Executive Director of the two RFMOs to progress this issue and report back to 
CCMs (an update on progress since WCPFC8 will be provided in WCPFC-TCC8-2012-IP14).   

 
 
Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) 
 
9. As directed by the Fourth Regular Session of the Commission an MOU between the two 
secretariats was finalized.  
 
10. There is also a service level agreement (SLA) between the FFA and the Commission for VMS 
services consistent with paragraph 5 of Article 15 of the Convention.   
 
Agreement for the Conservation of Albatross and Petrels (ACAP)  
 
11. The Fourth Regular Session of the Commission adopted an MOU with ACAP.  
  
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)  
 
12. The Fourth Regular Session of the Commission adopted an MOU with SPREP.  
 
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) 
 
13. The Fourth Regular Session of the Commission adopted an MOU with IOTC.  
 
Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) 
 
14. WCPFC5 adopted an Arrangement with CCAMLR. The Arrangement was signed by the Chair of 
CCAMLR on 12 January 2009.  
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North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission (NPAFC) 
 
15. An MOU was developed by the two Secretariats, approved by WCPFC 6 at Papeete, French 
Polynesia in December 2009, and was signed in December 2010.  
 
Other potential arrangements  
 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
 
16. The Fourth Regular Session of the Commission decided that there is no urgency to develop an 
MOU with FAO.  
 
International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) 
 
17. Regular dialogue is maintained with the ICCAT directly and through the tuna-RFMO network. 
There are no developments to report in respect of formalizing an arrangement for consultation, 
cooperation and collaboration with ICCAT during 2010 and 2011.  
 
Tuna Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (t-RFMOs)  
 
18. WCPFC has participated in KOBE III in La Jolla, USA, and is participating in the regular posting 
of the Consolidated List of Authorized Fishing Vessels (CLAV) of all registered fishing vessels in the 
tRFMOs.  The CLAV  is being coordinated by IOTC.  Joint tuna RFMO meeting outcomes and updates 
can be found at www.tuna-org.org.  
 
North Pacific Marine Science Organization (PICES)  
 
19. PICES is an intergovernmental scientific organization that was established in 1992 to promote 
and coordinate marine research in the northern North Pacific and adjacent seas. Its present members are 
Canada, Japan, People's Republic of China, Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, and the United 
States of America. PICES continues to invite WCPFC to participate in its annual meetings. The 
Secretariat remains in the position of funding and staffing constraints preventing participation, but looks 
forward to close cooperation in future years. 
 
 
 

http://www.tuna-org.org/

