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WWF STATEMENT TO NC8th Regular Session

Nagasaki, Japan

3-6 September 2012

Introduction 

World Wide Fund For Nature (also known as World Wildlife Fund) would like to thank the Northern Committee (NC) for the opportunity to participate in NC 8 as an observer.
The adoption of science based and precautionary conservation and management measures for tuna and tuna-like species is the greatest challenge that the WCPFC faces, and the greatest responsibility that it must meet. 
WWF calls on members, participating territories and cooperating non-members of WCPFC to take heed to the issues and recommendations raised at International Scientific Committee for Tuna and Tuna-like Species in the Northern Pacific Oceans (ISC) and from meetings of the other WCPFC Committees.
1.  Harvest strategy and Harvest control rules
WWF calls on the WCPFC to adopt harvest control rules that are well-defined, pre-agreed and contain mandatory actions for a determined course of management action in response to changes in indicators of stock status with respect to reference points.
2.  Reference points
The WCPFC has not adopted formal reference points for any tuna or tuna related species under its management. 

WWF noted that in 2009 a special workshop on reference points was held by the WCPFC Scientific Committee’s Methods Specialist Working Group. WWF understands that it was expected that the Scientific Committee would make recommendations on appropriate provisional limit reference points for the key target species to the WCPFC in 2010. The Commission’s decisions on reference points will also take into account the outcomes of the Workshop on Management Objectives held in 2010. WWF notes, however, that reference points have been under consideration in the WCPFC since 2006. 

There can be no certainty that this will not be delayed again or the Commission will formally adopt them. 

WWF strongly urges the WCPFC to formally adopt on limit and target reference points. The adoption of explicitly determined limit and target reference points for at least the two key tuna species, namely Pacific Bluefin tuna, and albacore is an absolute priority for the sustainable management of these resources in the Northern Pacific Ocean.

3 Tuna species

3-1 Pacific Bluefin tuna
Despite WCPFC needs to revise CMM2010-04 this year, ISC failed to reach consensus on the assessment model and provide updated scientific advice for PBFT to the commission in accordance with the expected schedule. 
WWF has strong concerns for this inadequate performance of ISC. The conclusion from the ISC-12 Report noted that since the last assessment (2010) there appears to be a continuing decline in SSB and CPUE, as was projected in the 2010 assessment (ISC-12 Plenary Report, Para 7.2 ) implies the sound scientific advice  is crucial to avoid regional overfishing of PBFT.
ISC-12 in its management advice has recommended for PBFT, albeit with the precautionary note that the uncertainty in the stock status has increased through the passage of time and SSB may have declined since the last stock assessment:  
“Given the conclusions of the July 2010 PBFWG workshop (ISC/10/ANNEX/07), the current (2004 -2006) level of F relative to potential biological reference points, and the increasing trend of F, it is important that the level of F is decreased below the 2002-2004 levels, particularly on juvenile age classes.”

· WWF calls for the precautionary approach to be observed, and supports the ISC’s recommendation to the Commission made previously for PBFT in the Northern Pacific Ocean as an interim measures until ISC provides the new stock assessment result and updated scientific advice in November.
· WWF calls for NC to reconsider the management measures of PBFT after ISC provided their scientific advice.
· WWF urges WCPFC to remove all current exemptions from implementation of revised CMM-2010-04.

3-2 Northern albacore

Taking note that ISC indicates that the stock is not being overfished nor is it in an overfished state:

· WWF recommends that the total level of fishing effort for North Pacific albacore tuna in the Northern Pacific Ocean not be increased beyond current levels, and The CCMs shall take necessary measures to ensure that the level of fishing effort by their vessels fishing for North Pacific albacore tuna is not increased.
4.  Regional Observer Program (ROP)
WWF considers the presence of observers on every fishing vessel and supports vessel fundamental to fishing best practice and calls for a comprehensive and strong Regional Observer Program with 100% coverage of all fishing vessels. WWF call upon the WCPFC to meet the 100% ROP target by 2013.
