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From: Kertesz, Mat <Mat.Kertesz@awe.gov.au>  

Sent: Friday, June 11, 2021 3:22 PM 

To: Feleti Teo <Feleti.Teo@wcpfc.int> 

Cc: Lara Manarangi-Trott <Lara.Manarangi-Trott@wcpfc.int>; SungKwon Soh 

<SungKwon.Soh@wcpfc.int>; Hughes, Neil <Neil.Hughes@agriculture.gov.au>; Patterson, Heather 

<Heather.Patterson@agriculture.gov.au>; Van Meurs, James <James.VanMeurs@agriculture.gov.au>; 

Godden, Rebecca <Rebecca.Godden@agriculture.gov.au>; FIELDING, Joshua 

<Joshua.FIELDING@afma.gov.au>; Viv Fernandez <viv.fernandes@afma.gov.au> 

Subject: AU reporting under CMM 2020-02 - Pacific Bluefin [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

 

Dear Feleti 

 

In accordance with reporting requirements for CMM 2020-02 please find Australia’s response below: 

 

 Australia reports nil effort north of 20°N. 

 Australia has not increased its catch of Pacific bluefin tuna above its 2002-2004 baseline.  

 Australia reports a fishing effort for 2020 of 16626 hooks, nil catch of Pacific bluefin tuna of less 

than 30kg, 919kg of Pacific bluefin tuna that was equal to or greater than 30kg and 1 discard for 

2020. 

 Australia does not catch juvenile Pacific bluefin tuna.  

 Australia’s Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery (ETBF) operates on a calendar year basis. 

 Australia believes its fishing activities are consistent with the intentions of this CMM and do not 

undermine its effectiveness.  

 Australia has strengthened its monitoring of catches of Pacific bluefin tuna by making e-

monitoring systems compulsory on all tuna longliners fishing in the area of the WCPFC.  

 Given Australia’s longline fishery is a domestic fishery operating primarily inside Australia’s EEZ 

situated in the western parts of the Convention Area, Australia generally does not engage in 

IATTC or with IATTC contracting parties bilaterally. Australia would of course be willing to 

engage with IATTC members to enhance the effectiveness of this CMM in the future if 

appropriate opportunities arose. 

 

Hope all is travelling well in Pohnpei. Look forward to seeing you again (virtually) soon! 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mat Kertesz  
Assistant Director 
Regional Fisheries 
Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
P: +61 2 6271 6334    M: +61 407 940 778 
mat.kertesz@agriculture.gov.au  
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------ IMPORTANT - This email and any attachments have been issued by the Australian Government 

Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment. The material transmitted is for the use of the 

intended recipient only and may contain confidential, legally privileged, copyright or personal 

information. You should not copy, use or disclose it without authorisation from the Department. It is 

your responsibility to check any attachments for viruses and defects before opening or forwarding them. 

If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender of this email at once by return email and 

then delete both messages. Unintended recipients must not copy, use, disclose, rely on or publish this 

email or attachments. The Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment is not liable for any 

loss or damage resulting from unauthorised use or dissemination of, or any reliance on, this email or 

attachments. If you have received this e-mail as part of a valid mailing list and no longer want to receive 

a message such as this one, advise the sender by return e-mail accordingly. This notice should not be 

deleted or altered ------ 
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