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Purpose 

1. The purpose of this paper is to present for consideration by TCC16, recommendations from the 

Secretariat related to the WCPFC Approved ALC/MTU list.  

 

Background 

2. WCPFC15 approved an amendment to Section 2.7 of the VMS SSPs which came into effect in 

February 2019.  Commencing in 2019, ALC/MTU units can now be included on the approved 

ALC/MTU list based on the Secretariat’s Assessment that any newly nominated ALC/MTU meets 

the minimum standards and following a specified period after the circulation of the Secretariat 

assessment to all CCMs.  The Secretariat’s assessment is to be based on a review of the ALCs 

against minimum standards for the Commission VMS as set out in Annex 1 of CMM 2014-02 (or 

its successor measure) and WCPFC SSPs as relevant, by determining that the ALC make and 

model has the ability to successfully report to the Commission VMS.   

 

3. Section 2.7 of the VMS SSPs also requires that the Secretariat presents recommendations for the 

TCC’s consideration, in three circumstances: 

a. If the Secretariat concludes in its assessment that a proposed ALC/MTU make or model 

does not meet these requirements, or  

b. If a CCM objects in writing to the Secretariat's proposal to approve a new ALC/MTU 

make or model, or 

c. If the Secretariat has determined an ALC/MTU make or model on the WCPFC approved 

ALC/MTU List no longer meets the minimum standards set out in Annex 1 of CMM 2014-

02 (or successor measure), or does not have the ability to successfully report to the 

Commission VMS.   

 

4. For ease of reference the text of Section 2 paragraph 7 is as follows: 
7. The Secretariat will assess proposals for inclusion of additional ALC/MTU makes and 

models on this list from both CCMs and equipment manufacturers. The Secretariat shall 

include the ALC/MTU make or model being proposed on this list, if no CCM objects in 

writing within 30 days of the Secretariat circulating notice of its intent to all CCMs, and, 

if in the Secretariat’s assessment, the ALC/MTU make or model meets the minimum 

standards for the Commission VMS as set out in Annex 1 of CMM 2014-02 (or its 

successor measure), the WCPFC SSPs, as relevant, by determining that the ALC/MTU 

make and model has the ability to successfully report to the Commission VMS, and by 
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using the methodology established by the FFA with expenses for type approval processing 

to be borne by the proposing entity. Where the Secretariat concludes in its assessment that 

a proposed ALC/MTU make or model does not meet these requirements, or if a CCM 

objects in writing to the Secretariat's proposal to approve a new ALC/MTU make or 

model, the Secretariat within the annual report shall make recommendations regarding 

the proposed ALC/MTU make or model for the TCC’s consideration and the 

Commission’s approval. The Secretariat will recommend, as needed, to TCC the removal 

of units currently on the list of approved ALC/MTU makes and models that it has 

determined no longer meet the minimum standards set out in Annex 1 of CMM2014-02 

(or successor measure), or do not have the ability to successfully report to the Commission 

VMS. If an ALC/MTU make and model is removed from the list of approved ALC/MTU 

types, flag CCMs will ensure that their fishing vessels replace non-type approved 

ALC/MTUs with approved ALC/MTUs by the next replacement of the ALC/MTU, but no 

later than three years after the Commission’s decision.   

 

Deferral of Secretariat’s Proposal to Approve a new ALC/MTU make or model 

 

5. On 30 January 2020 (Attachment 1 - WCPFC Circular 2020/02), the Secretariat notified CCMs 

that the Assessment of the SRT-VMS-100 ALC/MTU was that the said unit meets the minimum 

standards for the Commission VMS as set out in Annex 1 of CMM 2014-02 (or its successor 

measure) and WCPFC SSPs, and that it has the ability to successfully report to the Commission 

VMS.  With the positive Assessment, the Secretariat intention was to include the SRT VMS-100 

on the approved List of ALC/MTUs after 30 days of the letter. The specifications for the SRT 

VMS-100 ALC/MTU unit are as follow: 

 
Model / Approved MTU Type Manufacturer Comm System Service Provider 

SRT VMS-100 SRT Marine System SAT-Trak SRT Marine System 

 

 

6. On 28 February 2020 (Attachment 2 - WCPFC Circular 2020/11), the Secretariat advised CCMs 

that it had received in writing an objection from Japan to the Secretariats assessment and proposal.  

Japan stated “we are still not confident with the proposed inclusion of SRT VMS-100 MTU onto 

the WCPFC Approved List of ALC/MTUs.  We would like to carefully examine the SAT-Trak 

technology with further detailed technical information, since the proposed AIS-based MTU is 

quite a new type”.  As a result of that objection and in accordance with Section 2.7 of the WCPFC 

Vessel Monitoring System Standard, Specifications and Procedures (WCPFC VMS SSPs), the 

decision to include this unit on the approved List of ALC/MTU was deferred for consideration at 

TCC16.   

 

7. The Secretariat’s maintains its Assessment that the SRT VMS-100 unit meets the minimum 

standards for the Commission VMS as set out in Annex 1 of CMM 2014-02 (or its successor 

measure) and WCPFC SSPs, as relevant, and has the ability to successfully report to the 

Commission VMS through the SAT-Trak Comm System. 

 

Recommendation to remove ALC/MTU make or model from the list of Approved ALC/MTUs 

 

8. At the request of the Philippines, in December 2018, WCPFC15 also approved the addition to the 

list of Approved ALC/MTUs of the following ALC units:1 

Model / Approved MTU Type Manufacturer Comm System Service Provider 

 
1 Note that these two ALC/MTUs were approved by the Commission under the previous version of Section 2.7 of the 
VMS SSPs.  At that time the Secretariat presented for the TCC’s consideration requests from CCMS for inclusion of 
ALC/MTUs and the Secretariats advise on whether the newly nominated ALC/MTU meets the minimum standards set 
out in Annex 1 of CMM 2014-02.   
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Skywave IDP-690 ORBCOMM/Skywave 

INMARSAT 

ISATDATA PRO Skywave 

ORBCOMM ST6100 ORBCOMM/Skywave 

INMARSAT 

ISATDATA PRO Skywave 

 

 

9. In the TCC14 Paper from the Secretariat Requests for new inclusion of ALCs to the WCPFC 

approved ALC/MTU list (WCPFC-TCC14-2018-13A), dated 10 September 2018, the Secretariat 

had advised TCC that “At the time of writing, the Secretariat was still working with the VMS 

service provider to ascertain if new gateways to receive data from the above two MTUs may be 

required.” 

 

10. Furthermore, since September 2018, the Secretariat and the VMS service provider TrackWell 

made only limited progress on the development of a gateway to receive position reports from the 

two MTUs due to limited responses from the Manufacturer/MTU provider.  A summary of the 

progress to date is as follows: 

 

a. To date the Secretariat has received only 1 VTAF for ORBCOMM ST6100 that has been 

installed on a Philippines vessel, however for ORBCOMM and SOG Philippines have not 

responded to the Secretariat or VMS service provider TrackWell with regards to the 

ORBCOMM ST6100; 

 

b. Presently the Secretariat has received 29 VTAFs for Skywave IDP-690 ALCs that have 

been installed on Chinese Taipei vessels.  In May 2020, an interim solution, based on 

semi-automated email forwarding, was enabled by WCPFC TrackWell to receive position 

data for Skywave IDP-690 from Chinese Taipei’s VMS Service Provider.  However, the 

Secretariat views this interim solution as akin to a VMS manual position report service 

from a CCM directly received by WCPFC Trackwell as VMS data.  In the view of the 

Secretariat and TrackWell the current email solution is not seen as a suitable and reliable 

long-term solution for VMS position reporting;  

 

c. Since submitting the VTAF, all vessels referred to in the above summary have necessarily 

needed to use alternative ALC/MTUs and or commence VMS manual reporting when they 

were in the Convention Area and expected to report to the Commission VMS;    

 

d. On 21st July 2020, Chinese Taipei requested the removal of Skywave IDP-690 from the 

WCPFC list of approved ALC/MTU s (Attachment 3); and  

 

e. At the time of writing, due to delays in WCPFC Trackwell receiving necessary technical 

information from the ALC/MTU manufacturer, the Secretariat considers that a VMS 

Gateway consistent with CMM 2014-02 para 7(a) has not been established between 

WCPFC Trackwell and ORBCOMM/Skywave for ORBCOMM ST6100 and Skywave 

IDP-690 services. 

 

11.  The Secretariat’s maintains its Assessment that the Skywave IDP-690 and ORBCOMM 

ST6100 units meets minimum standards for the Commission VMS as set out in Annex 1 of CMM 

2014-02 (or its successor measure) and WCPFC SSPs, as relevant.  However the Secretariat 

advises that due to delays in WCPFC Trackwell receiving necessary technical information from 

the ALC/MTU manufacturer, a VMS Gateway has not been completed between WCPFC 

Trackwell and ORBCOMM/Skywave for ORBCOMM ST6100 and Skywave IDP-690 services, 

and consequently these two MTUs do not have an ability to successfully report to the Commission 

VMS.  Given the difficulties the Secretariat and the VMS service provider faced with the lack of 

https://www.wcpfc.int/node/31939
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response from the manufacturer/MTU provider ORBCOMM, the Secretariat recommends that the 

two ORBCOMM/Skywave MTUs are removed from the approved list of ALC/MTUs. 

 

Recommendation. 

 

12. TCC16 is invited to: 

 

a. note the Secretariats Assessment of the SRT VMS-100 ALC/MTU provided in 

paragraph 7 of this paper; 

 

b. consider recommending to the Commission the addition of the following ALC to the 

WCPFC approved ALC/MTU list; 

 
Model / Approved MTU 

Type Manufacturer Comm System Service Provider 

SRT VMS-100 SRT Marine System SAT-Trak SRT Marine System 

 

c. note the Secretariats Assessment of the Skywave IDP-690 and ORBCOMM ST6100 

ALC/MTU units provided in paragraph 11 of this paper;  

 

d. consider recommending to the Commission the removal of Skywave IDP-690 and 

ORBCOMM ST6100 units from the list of Approved ALC/MTU, noting that these 

two MTUs do not have an ability to successfully report to the Commission VMS; and 

 

e. note that if TCC recommends and the Commission approves that the Skywave IDP-

690 and ORBCOMM ST6100 units are removed from the list of Approved 

ALC/MTUs, that in accordance with the VMS SSPs flag CCMs are to ensure that 

their fishing vessels replace non-type approved ALC/MTUs with approved 

ALC/MTUs by the next replacement of the ALC/MTU, but no later than three years 

after the Commission’s decision. 
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Attachment 1: 

Circular notification of new ALC/MTU to be included on the WCPFC Approved List of 

ALC/MTUs 
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Attachment 2: 

Circular advising CCMs the deferral to include SRT VMS-100 on the Approved List of 

ALC/MTUs 
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Attachment 3: 

Letter from Chinese Taipei to remove Skywave IDP-690 from List of Approved ALC/MTUs 
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