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SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

EIGHTH REGULAR SESSION

Busan, Republic of Korea
7-15 August 2012
MEETING NOTICE AND INFORMATION

WCPFC-SC8-2012/01
In accordance with the Commission Rules of Procedure, the Eighth Regular Session of the Scientific Committee of the Commission for the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPFC-SC8) will be held in Busan, Republic of Korea, from 7 (Tuesday) to 15 (Wednesday) August 2012 (Head of Delegation Meeting on Monday, 6 August 2012). Mr Naozumi Miyabe (Japan) will chair SC8. The venue of the meeting will be the Busan Lotte Hotel, Busan, Republic of Korea.

The following documents are posted on the SC8 website with this Notice:

· Provisional agenda for the meeting (WPCFC-SC8-2012/02); 

· Provisional annotated agenda for the meeting (WPCFC-SC8-2012/03);

· Indicative schedule for the meeting (WPCFC-SC8-2012/04); and

· Registration form and hotel booking form (WPCFC-SC8-2012/05).

SC8 meeting structure 

Based on the decision of the SC7, SC8 will have four theme sessions (Data and Statistics, Ecosystem and Bycatch, Management Issues, and Stock Assessment). The Fish Biology, Methods, and Fishing Technology themes are to be included in an expanded SC, which will be specified by the preceding SC. SC8 may determine the extended session for SC9.
Registration

Participants are encouraged to use web registration (http://www.wcpfc.int/node/4587). In the event that web access is not available, the completed registration form (WCPFC-SC8-2012/05) should be submitted to the Secretariat (wcpfc@wcpfc.int or FAX +691 320 1108). All registration should be completed by 13 July 2012. WCPFC-SC8-2012/05 also includes group registration form and Busan Lotte Hotel Registration Form. 

Preparatory Meeting for Heads of Delegation

A Preparatory Meeting for the Heads of Delegation will be held at the Busan Lotte Hotel, on Monday, 6 August 2012 at 16:00 hours, convened by the SC Chair. Participants are invited to consider the organization of the meeting and priority issues.

Submission of Papers

The procedure for submission of papers as determined at SC2 will be as follows:

1) Annual Report 

Annual Report to the Commission – Part 1 (Attachment N of the SC4 Summary Report, including requests from paragraph 9 of CMM-2007-04, paragraph 8 of CMM-2009-03, paragraph 11 of CMM-2009-06, and paragraph 4 of CMM-2010-07), must be submitted to the WCPFC Secretariat (BOTH tony.beeching@wcpfc.int and contact.ar@wcpfc.int) by 8 July 2012
. 
A ‘2-3 paragraph’ abstract should accompany the submission of their Annual Report Part 1 so that it can be directly inserted into the SC8 Summary Report of the meeting.

2) Submission of document titles and abstracts 

The title of a paper and an abstract should be submitted to the relevant Theme Conveners, SC Chair (miyabe@fra.affrc.go.jp), and WCPFC Secretariat (tony.beeching@wcpfc.int), as early as possible but no later than 2 July 2012 (five weeks in advance of the start of SC8). 
Theme Conveners, in consultation with the author(s) and the SC Chair, will have the final say on which Theme will consider each paper, which papers are presented (i.e. Working Papers), and which are simply provided for information (Information Papers). 
Document numbers will be allocated at this time by the Theme Conveners, in consultation with the Secretariat if needed, for document management. Guidelines for submitting Meeting Papers (WCPFC-SC8-2012/06) will be posted in due course.
	Theme
	Convener
	Email

	Stock Assessment
	Miki Ogura (Japan) 

Jon Brodziak (USA)
	jon.brodziak@noaa.gov
ogura@fra.affrc.go.jp   

	Management Issues
	Robert Campbell (Australia)
	robert.campbell@csiro.au 

	Ecosystem and Bycatch Mitigation
	Jone Amoe (Fiji)
David Itano (USA)
	fishfinderfj@gmail.com 
dgi@hawaii.edu 

	Data and Statistics
	Pamela Maru (Cook Is.)
	p.maru@mmr.gov.ck 


3) Submission of full papers 

All papers, including an abstract that specifically addresses the agenda item, must be submitted to the relevant Conveners and the WCPFC Secretariat (tony.beeching@wcpfc.int) in electronic form by 20 July 2012 (18 days in advance of the start of SC8). Papers that are not available in advance of the meeting may not be discussed at SC8.

4) All documents on SC8 website 

All papers received will be posted on the SC8 website by 22 July 2012. All participants will be responsible for downloading their papers and printing them out, should that be desired. Limited printing and photocopying services will be available at the meeting venue.

Funding for Developing Countries and Participating Territories

The Commission will fund the participation (a daily allowance and most direct economical airfare) of one representative from each developing country and participating territory that is a member of the Commission. Formal nominations for participants to receive this support should be submitted to the Secretariat (aaron.nighswander@wcpfc.int) under the signature of their WCPFC Official Contact for qualifying developing countries and participating territories as early as possible but no later than 7 July 2012. 

Visa to visit Republic of Korea
Visitors to the Republic of Korea need to carry a valid passport and visa issued by the Ministry of Justice. Nationals of those countries or regions with which Korea has signed a visa waiver agreement can enter without a visa, on the condition that they do not engage in remunerative activities during their stay.  

For further visa requirements please refer to: 
http://www.mofat.go.kr/ENG/visa/application/index.jsp?menu=m_40_10 
Airlines and airport Transfers

Busan (Gimhae International Airport) can be reached through various routes, directly from outside or through Incheon International Airport near Seoul, Korea. Busan is about 350 km away from Seoul. More frequent flights to Busan are available at Kimpo Domestic Airport, about 40 minutes away from Incheon International Airport by a non-stop airport limousine bus.
Transport from the Gimhae International Airport to Busan Lotte Hotel is available by taxi and shuttle bus. 
· Taxi (approximately 30 minutes, and costs about USD 20-30/taxi, subject to the type of taxi)

· Airport limousine bus to the Busan Lotte Hotel, the first stop from the airport (departs every 40 minutes from the airport, takes about 40 minutes, and costs about USD 5)

Currency in the Republic of Korea
The currency in Korea is the Won and indicative exchange rates are available at www.xe.com The Universal Currency converter. 
Accommodation

We have secured hotel accommodations for participants at the Busan Lotte Hotel at the special rate as shown in the Busan Lotte Hotel Registration Form (WCPFC-SC8-2012-05 [Registration Form - Busan Lotte Hotel]). To make a reservation, please email or fax the hotel reservation form by Sunday, 17 June 2012. The special rates are subject to change after this date. Please contact Crystina Jin (sjjin@lotte.net) for some alternative accommodation options.
For Reservation at Busan Lotte Hotel:
Tel. +82-51-810-1100  
Fax. +82-51-810-5109 

E-mail : busanlottehotelrsv@lotte.net  
Homepage : http://www.lottehotelbusan.com
Other Accommodations  

There are several budget accommodations near the conference venue, including the following two, 10~15 minutes away the Lotte Hotel on foot:
	Name
	Room Type
	Rate
	Reservation
	Location

	IBIS

Ambassador

(Busan City Centre)
	Double Room 
	KRW 143,000 
	http://ibis.ambatel.com/busan
Tel : +82-51-930-1111

Mobile : +82-10-4252-0750
(Manager : Mr. Tom Park)
	573-7, Bujeon-dong, Busanjin-gu, Busan, 

614-865, Korea

(Exit No1, Line No 1 of  Bujeon Subway Station)

	
	Twin Room
	KRW 154,000
	
	

	
	Breakfast
	KRW 13,200
	
	

	Motel Queens 
	Double Room
	KRW 60,000 ~ 80,000
	http://www.queensmotel.co.kr
Tel : +82-51-806-8871
	515-55, Bujeon 2-dong, Busanjin-gu, Busan, 

614-847, Korea


� Note: Submission of Annual Report Part 1 by this due date will be reported in the 2012 Compliance Monitoring Reports (c.f. CMM 2011-06) which will be circulated by 28 July 2012.
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