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Paper by the Secretariat 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this paper is to present the Secretariats recommendations in response to CCM requests 

for certain new Automatic Location Communicator (ALC)/ Mobile Transceiver Unit (MTU) to be 

included on the WCPFC Approved ALC / MTU List.   

Background 

2. WCPFC12 approved an amendment to Section 2.7 of the VMS SSPs which came into effect in February 

2016.  This amendment established a process for the Secretariat to be tasked to provide a 

recommendation to TCC in respect of removal or additions to the list of WCPFC approved ALCs.  The 

Secretariat’s assessments is to be based on a review of the ALCs against minimum standards for the 

Commission VMS as set out in Annex 1 of CMM 2014-02 (or its successor measure) and as relevant, 

by determining that the ALC make and model has the ability to successfully report to the Commission 

VMS.   

 

3. Paragraph 2.7 of the Commission VMS SSPs states that: 

"The Secretariat will assess proposals for inclusion of additional ALC makes and models on this list 

from both CCMs and equipment manufacturers and make recommendations for the TCC’s 

consideration and the Commission’s approval.  Approval of ALCs will be based on the Secretariat’s 

assessments of ALCs against minimum standards for the Commission VMS as set out in Annex 1 of 

CMM 2014-02 (or its successor measure), WCPFC SSPs, as relevant, by determining that the ALC 

make and model has the ability to successfully report to the Commission VMS, and by using the 

methodology established by the FFA with expenses for type approval processing to be borne by the 

proposing entity. By 31 July 2016, and as needed thereafter, the Secretariat will recommend removal 

from the list of approved ALC types any makes and models it has determined do not meet the minimum 

standards set out in Annex 1 of CMM 2014-02 (or successor measure), or do not have the ability to 

successfully report to the Commission VMS. If an ALC make and model is removed from the list of 

approved ALC types, flag States will ensure that their fishing vessels replace non-type approved ALCs 

with approved ALCs by the next replacement of the ALC but no later than three years after the 

Commission’s decision." 
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4. The current list of WCPFC approved ALCs is published on the WCPFC website at this link: 

https://www.wcpfc.int/vessel-monitoring-system 

Secretariat recommendations in response to request for inclusion of new ALCs to the 

approved list 

5. The Secretariat has received two requests from the Philippines for the following devices to be included 

on the new the WCPFC approved ALC list: 

i) Model: Skywave IDP-690 

This is presently FFA-type approved, and some CCMs have also approved it for their national system.  

Manufacturing of IDP-690 has been discontinued however servicing of existing unit will be maintained 

up to 2025.  Additional information and unit specification is contained in Annex A. 

Secretariat recommendation: The Secretariat’s assessment is that this unit meets minimum standards 

for the Commission VMS as set out in Annex 1 of CMM 2014-02 (or its successor measure) and 

WCPFC SSPs, as relevant, and has the ability to successfully report to the Commission VMS. 

ii) Model: ORBCOMM ST 6100 

This is a more advanced and improved version of Skywave-IDP-690. Additional information and unit 

specification are contained in Annex B.   

The Secretariat’s assessment is that this unit meets minimum standards for the Commission VMS as 

set out in Annex 1 of CMM 2014-02 (or its successor measure) and WCPFC SSPs, as relevant, and has 

the ability to successfully report to the Commission VMS. 

6. At the time of writing, the Secretariat was still working with the VMS service provider to ascertain if 

new gateways to receive data from the above two MTUs may be required. The cost charged by 

Trackwell to set up the SkyMate I1500 gateway in 2018 for the Commission VMS was USD$7,360. 

Recommendation  

7. TCC14 is invited to  

a. note the Secretariats assessment that the Skywave IDP-690 and ORBCOMM ST 6100 ALC 

units each meet the minimum standards for the Commission VMS and are capable to 

successfully report to the Commission VMS: and 

b. Recommend to the Commission the addition of the units in b. above to the WCPFC approved 

ALC/MTU list; 

Model / Approved MTU Type Manufacturer Comm System Service Provider 

Skywave IDP-690 ORBCOMM/Skywave 
INMARSAT 

ISATDATA PRO Skywave 

ORBCOMM ST6100 ORBCOMM/Skywave 
INMARSAT 

ISATDATA PRO Skywave 

  

https://www.wcpfc.int/vessel-monitoring-system
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ANNEX A. 

Letter from Philippines requesting the listing of Skywave IDP-690 
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ANNEX B. 

Letter from Philippines requesting the listing of ORBCOMM ST6100 
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