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BACKGROUND

At WCPFC14 in Manila, Philippines, the Commission agreed
that the FAD Management Options Intersessional Working
Group (FADMgmtOptions-IWG) would be held on
Wednesday 3rd October 2018 in Majuro, Republic of
Marshall Islands immediately after TCC14.  In adopting
CMM 2017-01 Conservation and Management Measure
for Bigeye, Yellowfin and Skipjack tuna, the Commission
tasked the FADMgmtOptions-IWG with providing the
Commission with advice and recommendations on the
following:



Non-Entangling and/or Biodegrable FADs

22.  The Commission at its 2018 annual
session, based on specific guidelines defined
by the FAD Management Options
Intersessional Working Group and advice
from SC14 and TCC14 shall consider the
adoption of measures on the implementation
of non-entangling and/or biodegradable
material on FADs.



Drifting FAD Numbers

23.      A flag CCM shall ensure that each of its purse seine
vessels shall have deployed at sea, at any one time, no
more than 350 drifting Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs)
with activated instrumented buoys. An instrumented buoy
is defined as a buoy with a clearly marked reference
number allowing its identification and equipped with a
satellite tracking system to monitor its position. The buoy
shall be activated exclusively on board the vessel.  A flag
CCM shall ensure that its vessels operating in the waters of
a coastal State comply with the laws of that coastal State
relating to FAD management, including FAD tracking.



Drifting FAD Numbers

24.       The Commission at its 2018 annual session, based on
consideration in the FAD Management Options
Intersessional Working Group, shall review whether
the number of FADs deployed as set out in paragraph 23 is
appropriate.



Draft Guidelines Non-entangling and biodegradable FADs

Based on existing ICCAT Guidelines
a) The surface structure of the FAD shall not be

covered or only covered with material implying
minimum risk of entangling by-catch species.

b) The sub-surface components shall be
exclusively composed of non-entangling
material (e.g. ropes or canvas).

c) When designing FADs the use of biodegradable
materials should be prioritised.



High Risk <   > Low Risk

The Chair received no objections regarding a proposal that guidelines should
require adoption of ‘lowest risk’ FAD construction whilst appreciating a ‘partial
solution’ in the interim?



Thank You


