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The Commission for the Conservation and Management of  

Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean 

 

The Intersessional Meeting to Progress the Draft Bridging Measure for Tropical Tunas 

Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

22 – 24 August 2017 

 
 

MEETING REPORT 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM 1 — OPENING OF THE MEETING 

 
1. The Commission for the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in 

the Western and Central Pacific Ocean held an Intersessional Meeting to Progress the Draft 

Bridging Measure for Tropical Tunas (WCPFC-SS2) from 22-24 August 2017 in Honolulu, 

Hawaii. 

2. The following Members and Participating Territories attended WCPFC-SS2: American 

Samoa, Australia, the People’s Republic of China, the Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands (CNMI), the Cook Islands, the European Union (EU), the Federated States 

of Micronesia (FSM), Guam, Indonesia, Japan, Kiribati, the Republic of Korea, the Republic 

of the Marshall Islands (RMI), Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea (PNG), 

the Philippines, Samoa, the Solomon Islands, Chinese Taipei, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, the 

United States of America (USA), and Vanuatu.  

3. The following non-party countries attended WCPFC-SS2 as Cooperating Non-Members 

(CNMs): El Salvador.  

4. Observers from the following governmental and inter-governmental organizations (IGOs) 

attended WCPFC-SS2: Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA), the Parties to the 

Nauru Agreement (PNA), and the Pacific Community (SPC), as the WCPFC’s Scientific 

Services Provider. 

5. Observers from the following non-governmental organizations (NGOs) attended WCPFC-

SS2: American Tunaboat Association, Conservation International, Environmental Defense 

Fund (EDF), International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF), the Nature 

Conservancy, the Pew Charitable Trusts (PEW), World Tuna Purse Seine Organization, and 

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).  

6. A list of all participants is attached as Attachment A. 
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7. The meeting opened at 8.45am on Tuesday 22 August 2017. 

8. The Commission Chair, Madam Rhea Moss-Christian, made some opening remarks which 

are contained in Attachment B.  

9. The agenda, as adopted, is attached as Attachment C. 

AGENDA ITEM 2. PRESENTATION OF THE OUTCOMES OF THE SCIENTIFIC 

COMMITTEE’S 13TH ANNUAL SESSION 

 

10. Dr John Hampton (SPC-OFP) presented the status of tropical tuna stocks and the presentation 

is attached as Attachment D. 

11.  The Scientific Committee Chair, Madam Berry Muller presented the relevant outcomes of 

the Scientific Committee’s 13th Annual Session, in particular, the management advice on 

bigeye, skipjack and yellowfin.  Her presentation is attached as Attachment E. 

AGENDA ITEM 3. PRESENTATION OF REV4 OF THE DRAFT BRIDGING CMM ON 

TROPICAL TUNAS (CONSULTATIVE DRAFT) 

 

12. The Commission Chair provided an overview of Rev4 of the Draft Bridging CMM on Tropical 

Tunas (Consultative Draft) (WCPFC-SS2-2017-03) and referred the meeting to the 

accompanying document Status of CMM 2016-01 in relation to Rev4 of the Draft Bridging 

measure on Tropical Tunas (WCPFC-SS2-2017-03A).   

13. The Legal Adviser, Dr Penelope Ridings, provided an overview of the working paper on the 

Proposed Treatment of MCS and Other Provisions of the CMM 2016-01 in the Draft Bridging 

CMM on Tropical Tunas (WCPFC-SS2-2017-04).   

AGENDA ITEM 4. PRESENTATIONS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS 

 
14. Members and Participating Territories were provided the opportunity to introduce their 

proposals.  Many CCMs delivered statements on proposals including those that are included 

in Rev4 of the Draft Bridging CMM on Tropical Tunas (Consultative Draft). Some CCMs 

shared general views and comments on issues related to Rev4. 

15. The non-PNA SIDS proposal circulated prior to the meeting (Additional Proposals to Rev4 

of the Draft Bridging Measure on Tropical Tunas - WCPFC-SS2-2017-03B) was also 

introduced.   

16. NGOs and other observers were also provided an opportunity to deliver brief statements under 

this agenda item.   
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AGENDA ITEM 5. DISCUSSIONS OF REV4 OF THE DRAFT BRIDGING CMM ON 

TROPICAL TUNAS (CONSULTATIVE DRAFT) 

 

17. The Commission Chair led a discussion on Paragraphs 1 – 11 of Rev 4 of Draft Bridging 

CMM on Tropical Tunas (Consultative Draft) (WCPFC-SS2-2017-03).  This covered the 

three sections within Rev4 that are titled: Purpose, Principles for Application of the Measure, 

and Harvest Strategies for Bigeye, Skipjack, and Yellowfin tuna.   

18. A small working group, led by New Zealand, was tasked to further discuss the management 

objectives for Bigeye and Yellowfin under the harvest strategy section, including possible 

evaluation criteria for the purpose of scenario modelling.   

19. The Commission Chair led a discussion on Purse Seine Fishery Management (Paragraphs of 

12-36).  The discussions were structured into four topics: FAD management (paras 12-18); 

purse seine effort (paras 19-23, 33); purse seine capacity (paras 28, 31, 32); catch retention 

(para 34); and research (para 36). 

20. A small working group, led by Australia, was tasked to further discuss the issues related to 

FAD management and report back to plenary.   

21. The Commission Vice-Chair, Madam Jung-re Riley Kim, led a discussion on Longline 

Fishery Management included in paragraphs of 37-55.  The discussions were structured into 

four topics: bigeye catch limits (paras 37-45); longline capacity (paras 46-50); MCS 

provisions; and yellowfin catch limits (paras 54-55). 

22. A small working group, led by Japan, was tasked to further discuss the longline topics and 

report back to plenary. 

23. The Commission Vice-Chair led a discussion on Other Commercial Fisheries included in 

paragraphs of 56-57.   

24. The Commission Vice-Chair led a discussion on the preamble provisions of Rev4. The 

discussion was deferred until after the finalisation of the operative provisions of the draft 

measure.   

AGENDA ITEM 6. MCS AND OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE CMM 2016-01 

 

25. The Commission Chair, supported by the Legal Adviser, led a discussion on the working 

paper on the Proposed Treatment of MCS and Other Provisions of the CMM 2016-01 in the 

Draft Bridging CMM on Tropical Tunas (WCPFC-SS2-2017-04).   
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26. There was general agreement to retain the MCS and Other Provisions in the Draft Bridging 

CMM on Tropical Tunas. 

AGENDA ITEM 7. SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS AND WAY FORWARD 

27. The Commission Chair presented the Chair’s Summary of Issues for Further Discussion at 

WCPFC14 which is attached as Attachment F. The document is the Chair’s attempt to 

capture the key outstanding issues that will be the basis for discussion at WCPFC14 and is 

not intended to exclude or prevent other issues being raised by CCMs. It is not meant to 

represent an agreed record by members of the outcome of the discussions. 

28. The Commission Chair undertook to circulate a Rev5 of the Draft Bridging CMM on Tropical 

Tunas (Consultative Draft) to CCMs by September 8, 2017.   

29. The Commission agreed to task the Scientific Services Provider, SPC-OFP with 

completing the scientific evaluations for presentation to WCPFC14 using the evaluation 

criteria and management options as described in Attachment G. 

30. The Commission agreed to hold a one day meeting prior to WCPFC14 in Manila, 

Philippines on Friday, 1st December 2017, to further progress the Draft Bridging Measure 

for Tropical Tunas.   

31. The Secretariat was tasked to source funding for the one day meeting including the 

possibility of external funding. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 8. OTHER MATTERS 

 

32. There were no other matters. 

AGENDA ITEM 9. CLOSE OF MEETING   

 

33. The Commission Chair thanked the participants, the Vice-Chair, the Executive Director and 

staff, and SPC-OFP for their support to the meeting.  Appreciation and gratitude were also 

expressed to the hosts for their warm hospitality. 

34. The meeting closed at 3.15pm on Thursday 24th August 2017.  --  
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gordon.neil@agriculture.gov.au  
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COOK ISLANDS  

  

Ben Ponia  

Secretary  

Ministry of Marine Resources  

PO Box 85 Avarua, Rarontonga  

+682 28721  

b.ponia@mmr.gov.ck  

  

Timothy Costelloe  

Director of Offshore Division  

Ministry of Marine Resources  

PO Box 85 Avarua, Rarontonga  

+682 28721  

t.costelloe@mmr.gov.ck  
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European Commission 
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Pacific  
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FEDERATED STATES OF  

MICRONESIA   
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Executive Director  

National Oceanic Resource Management  
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P.O. Box PS122  

691-320-2700  
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Mathew Chigiyal  

Deputy Director  
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Authority  
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Chief of Research  
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bradley.phillip@norma.fm  

  

INDONESIA  

  

Putuh Suadela  

Sub Directorate of Fish Resources  

Management in IEEZ and High Seas  

Directorate of Fish Resources Management  

Directorate General of Capture Fisheries, 

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries  
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Resources Management in IEEZ and High Seas 
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Attachment B 

WCPFC 
CHAIR’S OPENING REMARKS 

HONOLULU 
22-24 AUG 2017 

 

Good morning, everyone, and welcome to the Intersessional Meeting to Progress the 
Draft Bridging Measure for Tropical Tunas. I now declare this meeting, open.  
I would like to first say thank you to our hosts, the Government of the United States, for 
kindly offering the venue for us to have this meeting. I would also like to recognize the 
efforts of the Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council and in particular, 
Director Kitty Simonds and her staff, for the excellent arrangements.  
I would also like to express on behalf of the Commission, our sincere gratitude to the 
FAO’s ABNJ Common Oceans Tuna Project for providing funding for developing State 
CCMs to attend this meeting.  
 

1. Thank you everyone for taking time out of your busy schedules to be here.  

2. This session was originally shaping up as 90 attendees – as things have evolved, 

more than 170 people are here. That could partly speak to the delights of 

Honolulu but I prefer to think it shows the commitment that everyone has to the 

important work being done here. 

3. I’d like to make some opening remarks: 

4. As we’re all aware, CMM 2016-01 expires in 4 months. So, the clock is ticking to 

get a bridging measure in place that will provide clear mechanisms for managing 

healthy tropical tuna stock levels until a comprehensive Harvest Strategy is 

developed. This session is a forum for discussing the shape of a bridging 

measure to provide those mechanisms. 

5. Let me be clear here: Rev4 is a draft; it’s simply a basis for our discussions as a 

Commission.  

6. How did we get here?  

 The initial consultative draft of the Bridging CMM was issued in Circular 

2016/34 on 15 July 2016.  It built on the existing CMM 2016-01 and sought 

to simplify its structure by providing a more streamlined framework for 

further discussions. 

 Rev1 of the consultative draft was submitted to WCPFC13 as a meeting 

paper on 5 November 2016 and reflected feedback from CCMs during and 

after the plenary discussion at TCC12. 

 After presentation of the draft for consultation at WCPFC13, Rev2 was 

posted, reflecting additional comments received during that Annual Session. 
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 At WCPFC13, the Commission also agreed on the forward process for the 

bridging measure: to commence work electronically in the early part of 

2017, with a focus on the structure and provisions that weren’t dependent 

on scientific advice. 

 Rev3, dated 10 February 2017, was shared in Circular 2017/07 and 

included comments received from Members after WCPFC13. 

 Rev4 is the version before you. It includes Member proposals received 

since Rev3, as well as a few further changes that I proposed, based partly 

on your feedback, to create more specificity in the document.  

7. Let me stress here that there is no agenda at play to disenfranchise any Member 

or group of Members; the inclusions in Rev4 simply reflect the contributions of 

CCMs who have responded to date. Naturally, CCM’s have put forward their 

preferred positions but that doesn’t necessarily mean those positions will take 

precedence; it’s just a starting point for discussions. CCM’s that haven’t 

responded so far will have their opportunity in this forum. All CCM positions will 

be heard. 

8. I know some of you feel that getting consensus around Rev4 will be very hard. I 

understand that perspective but I would say this: 

9. Having a mountain to climb isn’t new terrain for this Commission. Achieving 

consensus in this multilateral environment is often challenging. Members are 

passionate about their positions and compromise can seem far away.  

10. However, despite the difficult challenges we’ve faced many times over the years, 

progress has been made.  

11. Speaking with each other face to face, in an open forum, is the best way to 

achieve progress. History has taught us that. In fact, one of the most significant 

achievements we’ve had took place here in Honolulu in 2000 when we adopted 

the Convention and our Commission was established. 

12. Thank you to those Members who made contact before this session to express 

their commitment to cooperation, so the work can move forward. Your spirit of 

positive leadership is very much valued. 

13. Could I ask everyone here to approach the next three days with a spirit of 

cooperation. Developing a bridging measure that balances the interests of all 

members is more likely to be achieved if we approach the session with that 

mindset. 

 

Thank you. 
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Attachment C 

 
 

The Intersessional Meeting to Progress  
the Draft Bridging Measure for Tropical Tunas 

Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

22 – 24 August, 2017 
 

ADOPTED AGENDA  
1. Opening of Meeting  

1.1  Welcoming remarks by Commission Chair 
1.2   Adoption of agenda 
1.3   Meeting arrangements 

 
2. Presentation of the Outcomes of the Scientific Committee 13th Annual Session 

2.1   Stock assessment outcomes for bigeye and yellowfin 
2.2   Relevant recommendations of the SC13 

 
3. Presentation of the Draft Bridging CMM on Tropical Tuna Rev4 (Consultative Draft) 

3.1   Draft Bridging CMM on Tropical Tunas Rev 4 (Consultative Draft) 
3.2   Discussion limited to clarification on Rev4.  
3.3   Introduction of proposed treatment of MCS and Other Provisions of the CMM 
2016-01 in the Draft Bridging CMM on Tropical Tunas 

 
4. Presentations by Commission Members 

 
5. Discussions of the Draft Bridging CMM on Tropical Tuna Rev4 (Consultative Draft) 

 
6. MCS and Other Provisions of the CMM 2016-01 

6.1  Discussion on the proposed treatment of MCS and Other Provisions of the CMM 
2016-01 in the Draft Bridging CMM on Tropical Tunas.  

 
7. Summary of Discussions and Way forward 

 
8. Other Matters 

 
9. Close of Meeting  

– 



STATUS
OF TROPICAL TUNA STOCKS

OFP SPC

TT CMM meeting, Honolulu, August 2017
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Structure
• Presenting by tropical tuna stock

– Time series of catches
– Status and uncertainty in:

• Recent assessed status from latest assessment grid
• Future projected status under ‘status quo’ conditions
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Projections

• Assuming ‘status quo’ fishery conditions
• Across the grid of model runs selected by SC
• Constant catchability at recent levels
• 200 stochastic projections per model

– Future recruitments from specified periods
• Evaluate average future depletion levels
• Evaluate risk of SB < LRP
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Bigeye
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2017 developments
• Update all data – catch/effort, tagging, sizes –

includes re-estimated PS catch
• Include new biological information from Farley et al. 

(2017)
• Consideration of alternative regional structure
• Investigated structural uncertainty – 72 separate 

model runs
• Two key influential uncertainties:

– BET growth/maturity
– Regional structure
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BET growth
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Maturity-at-age

Red: 2014
Blue: 2014 growth + new maturity
Black 2017 growth + new maturity
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Regional structure - 2014
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New information
• PAW recommended investigating alternative spatial structure 

based on recent analysis of tagging data from across the Pacific
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Regional structure 2017
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2017 assessment
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Bigeye – weighted models

NOTE: work in progress
NOTE 2: relatively optimistic – 2015 conditions, recent positive recruitments
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2015 and 2045 status
Indicator Bigeye
Assessment

SB2015/SBF=0 0.37
Prob. SB2015/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.15

SB2012-2015/SBF=0 0.32
Prob. SB2012-2015/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.16

F2011-2014/FMSY 0.83
Prob. F2011-2014/FMSY > 1.0 0.23
Projections

SB2045/SBF=0 0.35
Prob. SB2045/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.10
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Skipjack
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2016 assessment
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Skipjack
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2015 and 2045 status
Indicator Skipjack
Assessment

SB2015/SBF=0 0.51
Prob. SB2015/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.00

SB2012-2015/SBF=0 0.49
Prob. SB2012-2015/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.00

F2011-2014/FMSY 0.48
Prob. F2011-2014/FMSY > 1.0 0.00
Projections

SB2045/SBF=0 0.58
Prob. SB2045/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.00
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Yellowfin
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2017 assessment
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Yellowfin
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2015 and 2045 status
Indicator Yellowfin
Assessment

SB2015/SBF=0 0.37
Prob. SB2015/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.04

SB2012-2015/SBF=0 0.33
Prob. SB2012-2015/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.08

F2011-2014/FMSY 0.74
Prob. F2011-2014/FMSY > 1.0 0.04
Projections

SB2045/SBF=0 0.39
Prob. SB2045/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.16
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Summary Table
Indicator Bigeye Skipjack Yellowfin
Assessment

SB2015/SBF=0 0.37 0.51 0.37
Prob. SB2015/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.15 0.00 0.04

SB2012-2015/SBF=0 0.32 0.49 0.33
Prob. SB2012-2015/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.16 0.00 0.08

F2011-2014/FMSY 0.83 0.48 0.74
Prob. F2011-2014/FMSY > 1.0 0.23 0.00 0.04
Projections

SB2045/SBF=0 0.35 0.58 0.39
Prob. SB2045/SBF=0 < 0.2 0.10 0.00 0.16
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Hotspots Analysis

Table 7. Percentage of tuna catch within the ‘CPUE hotspot’ area per year.

Year
% BET catch 

hotspot
% SKJ catch 

hotspot
% YFT catch 

hotspot
% total catch 

hotspot
% ass. set 
hotspot

2011 5.90 1.72 1.89 2.05 1.07
2012 8.11 1.72 2.85 2.20 1.26
2013 13.90 2.74 3.91 3.72 2.45
2014 12.70 2.15 2.57 2.80 1.96
2015 12.77 10.32 7.70 10.16 6.64
2016 2.85 1.09 1.58 1.25 1.08
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Berry Muller
SC Chair
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WCPO Bigeye Tuna

General notes:

Though 2017 assessment has a significant improvement, the 
amount of uncertainty is higher than 2014 assessment due to the 
inclusion of new information (growth and regional structures). 

2017 Assessment outcomes

Noting the level of uncertainties,
a) Spawning biomass is likely above the biomass LRP (20%SBF=0).
 the stock is not in an overfished condition (84% probability)

b) Recent fishing mortality (F2011-2014) is likely below FMSY.
 the stock is not experiencing overfishing (77% probability)
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WCPO Bigeye Tuna
Recommendations

1. Fishery impact was higher in the tropical region, particularly on 
juvenile bigeye tuna.  Therefore, SC13 recommends that 
WCPFC14 could continue to consider measures to reduce F from 
fisheries that take juveniles, with the goal to increase bigeye 
fishery yields and reduce any further impacts on the spawning 
potential for this stock in the tropical regions

2. As a precautionary approach, SC13 recommends that the F on 
bigeye tuna stock should not be increased from current level to 
maintain current or increased spawning biomass until the 
Commission establishes a target reference point

3. For further study, SC13 recommended to concentrate on the 
two axes of uncertainty, e.g. growth and regional structure
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Bigeye Hotspots

1. In preliminary research, two bigeye hotspots were identified:
a) a high bigeye catch hotspot within the EEZs of Nauru and 

the Western part of Kiribati’s Gilbert Islands; and 
b) a high bigeye CPUE hotspot in the tropical North-Eastern 

area. 

2. While several challenges were identified in considering spatial 
management options for bigeye tuna (SC13-MI-WP-07), the 
SC recommended that this meeting note the preliminary 
results contained in the report.
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WCPO Yellowfin Tuna
Assessment outcomes

1. Noting the level of uncertainties,
a) Spawning biomass is likely above the biomass LRP (20%SBF=0)
 the stock is not in an overfished condition (92% 

probability)
b) Recent F (F2011-2014) is likely below FMSY
 the stock is not experiencing overfishing (96% probability)

2. Fishing mortality for both juvenile and adult show a steady 
increase since the 1970s:
 Adult F has increased continuously; but
 Juvenile F has stabilized since the late 1990s at a level similar 

to adult F 
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WCPO Yellowfin Tuna
Recommendations

1. SC13 recommends that WCPFC could consider measures to 
reduce F from fisheries that take juveniles, with the goal to 
increase to maximum fishery yields and reduce any further 
impacts on the spawning potential for this stock in the tropical 
regions

2. SC13 recommends that the current spawning biomass levels 
be maintained until the Commission establishes a target 
reference point 

3. For further research, SC13 encouraged reviewing yellowfin
growth through otolith study for future assessment
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WCPO Skipjack Tuna
General notes
1. The stock is currently moderately exploited and fishing mortality 

level is sustainable. 
2. Additional purse-seine effort will yield only modest gains in 

long-term catches, and may result in a corresponding increase in 
fishing mortality for bigeye and yellowfin tunas. 

3. Skipjack spawning biomass is now around the adopted TRP.

Recommendations
1. SC13 reiterated the SC12 recommendation that the Commission 

take action to keep the spawning biomass near the TRP, and also 
advocates for the adoption of harvest control rules based on the 
information provided.

Attachment F

53



Thank you…
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The Intersessional Meeting to Progress the Draft Bridging Measure for Tropical Tunas 
Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa 

Honolulu, Hawaii 
24 August 2017 

 

Chair’s Summary of Issues for Further Discussion at WCPFC14 

 

Traffic Light Dashboard 

 

 
On track for agreement 

 
Progress possible  

 
Significant negotiation required 

 

  

   

NOTE: This document is the Chair’s attempt to capture the key outstanding issues that will form the basis of discussion 

at WCPFC14. It is not an agreed record of discussion and is not intended to exclude or prevent other issues being raised.  
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      INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPHS 1-11 

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

 Principles for Application of the 
Measure 
 

 - Placement and drafting of provisions in the Bridging 
Measure, relating to SIDS 

 

PURSE SEINE FISHERY – FAD Management 

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

Closures vs FAD set limits: 

 CCM-based FAD set limits  

 Zone-based FAD closures 

 High seas FAD closures 

 Small Working Group outputs: 

- Option 1 - CCM 2016-01 (2017 FAD closure limits), 4 
month FAD closure/flag state option for 4th month+ high 
seas FAD closure (Kiribati exemption and footnote3). 

- Option 2 - 2a - PNA, 3 Month FAD closure + High Seas 
FAD closure (Kiribati exempt); 2b - 3 Month FAD 
closure and 5 month high seas FAD closure. 

- Option 3 - 3a - USA, No FAD closure, hard FAD set 
limits option 3a USA to provide hard limit; 3b - ask SPC 
to calculate limit necessary to meet objective. 
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ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

 

- Option 4 - Japan, 4 month closure/flag state option for 
4th month + high seas FAD closure (no Kiribati 
exemption), 5th month FAD closure for non-SIDS fleets 
averaging >500mt of Bigeye per purse seiner. 350 FAD 
limit (cannot be assessed by SPC).  

- Option 5 - Zone-based FAD set limits, with equal SIDS 
allocation on the high seas. 

 

Definition of FADs  - Differing views on amending the definition     

Exploratory FAD fishing in EEZ  - Niue proposal  

Philippines fleet in HSP1  - Continuation of application of existing measure 

Ecological impact of FADs  - Need concrete proposal on non-entangling FADs 
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  PURSE SEINE FISHERY – Effort Control 

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

Purse seine effort control: 

 EEZ vs High Seas 

 Olympic allocation system for high 
seas limits 

 CCM-based limits/control 

 Exemptions (dependent on limits) 

 - Coastal States to set effort (or catch) limits within their 
EEZs 

- No purse seine fishing in the high seas area, south of 
20S and restrict north of 20N to 2010 levels 

- Quarterly limits on the high seas effort (and the Olympic 
system) 

- CCM-based limits throughout the Convention area;  or 
between 20S and 20N  

- Quarterly limits on the high seas, based on 2010 level 
(and the Olympic system) 

- Non-PNA SIDS proposal  

 

      PURSE SEINE FISHERY – Yellowfin catch limits 

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

Setting yellowfin catch limits  - Differing views on need for hard limits 
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  PURSE SEINE FISHERY – Capacity 

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

Limit number of vessels 

Restructure fleet 

Exemptions 

 Possible options: 

- Existing provisions from CMM 2016-01 (some or all 
paragraphs 49-55) 

- No provisions on Capacity 

- Pending outcome of discussions on zone-based vs flag-
based FAD and effort limits  

 

 

      PURSE SEINE FISHERY – Transferability of effort limits 

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

Global transferability that covers both 
catch limits and effort limits  

 - Discussion required on concept 

Transferability for non-PNA SIDS  - Transferring of in-zone limits to other CCMs to be used 
on the high seas  
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      PURSE SEINE FISHERY – Catch Retention 

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

Inclusion of longline  Possible options: 

- Development of standalone proposal on longline 
discard ban 

- Not having longline catch retention clauses  

 

 

 

 

      PURSE SEINE FISHERY – Research 

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

Level of obligation to conduct 
research on yellowfin and bigeye 
fisheries 

 

 - Clarification of obligation and drafting 
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      LONGLINE FISHERY – Catch and effort limits 

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

Zone-based / flag-based  

Area of application 

Exemptions 

 - Global limit on the high seas effort (and the Olympic 
system) with no SIDS exemption  

- Zone-based management and high seas bigeye catch 
limits with SIDS exemption 

- CCM-based limits between 20S and 20N, with no SIDS 
exemption 

- CCM-based catch limits with most SIDS having a 
minimum catch limit of 2,000 mt   

 

Yellowfin catch limits  - Differing views on need for hard limits 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment F

61



 
 

 
 

Page 8 of 9 
 

 

       LONGLINE FISHERY – Capacity 

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

Limits on vessel numbers and types 

Fleet structure 

 - Differing views on need for capping vessel numbers 

- Pending discussions on capacity limits 

 

 

      OTHER COMMERCIAL FISHERIES  

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

Setting a hard limit or taking a 
stepwise approach  

 

 - PNA and US will work together to agree an approach 
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MCS PROVISIONS  

ISSUE STATUS FURTHER DISCUSSION 

 Transhipment - LL 
 
 

 VMS - LL 
 

 

 Observer Coverage - LL 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Charters – PS and LL 
 
 

 Monthly BE Reporting - LL 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

- Differing views on transhipment ban or additional 
controls on transhipment at sea 

- Differing views on manual reporting ban for longline  

- Differing views on increasing observer coverage on 
longline vessels; discussion of e-monitoring  

- Differing views on the area of application of MCS 
measures 

 

- Differing views on removal vs retention of provisions in 
the bridging measure 

- SWG on LL measures proposed deletion of monthly BE 
reporting requirement in the bridging measure; deletion 
subject further strengthening of other MCS tools  

 

PREAMBLE: Not yet discussed; pending finalization of operative provisions. 

Attachment F

63



64 
 

 

Attachment G 
Tasking to Scientific Services Provider for WCPFC14 

 
Evaluation Criteria 

In evaluating the performance of management measures in relation to the interim objectives for bigeye 

and yellowfin the following evaluation criteria will be considered: 

- the spawning biomass depletion ratio (SB/SBF=0) is to be maintained at or above the average 

SB/SBF=0 for 2012-2015 

- the fishing mortality is to be maintained at or below the average fishing mortality level in 2011-

2014  

- the fishing mortality at FMSY 

- the risk of breaching the adopted limit reference point of 20% of the estimated recent average 

spawning biomass in the absence of fishing 

- Vulnerable biomass 

- [relative impact on spawning biomass by fishery sector/gear] 

 

In evaluating the performance of management measures in relation to the interim objectives for skipjack 

the following evaluation criteria will be considered:  

- Catches  

- Vulnerable biomass 

- the spawning biomass depletion ratio (SB/SBF=0) is to be maintained on average at the target 

reference point 

- the fishing mortality is to be maintained at or below the average fishing mortality level in 2011-

2014  

- the fishing mortality at FMSY 

- the risk of breaching the adopted limit reference point of 20% of the estimated recent average 

spawning biomass in the absence of fishing 

- [relative impact on spawning biomass by fishery sector/gear] 

 

 

Management Options 

Option 1 –  

1a CCM 2016-01 (2017 FAD closure limits), 4 month FAD closure/flag state options for 4th 

month + high seas FAD closure (KI exemption and footnote3) 

1b – 2015-16 measures 

1c – 2012-15 measures 

Option 2 –  

2a – PNA, 3 months FAD closure + (3/4/5/6/9/12 month) high seas FAD closure (KI exempt); + 

total effort equals 3/4/5000 days on the high seas.  

Option 3 –  

3a - USA, No FAD closure, hard FAD set limits option (USA to provide hard limit);  

3b - ask SPC to calculate limit necessary to meet objective.  

 

Option 4 - Japan, 4 month closure/flag state option for 4th month + high seas FAD closure, 5th month 

FAD closure for non-SIDS fleets averaging >500mt of Bigeye per purse seiner (average 2010-2013 – 

check ref).  

 

Option 5 – 3 month FAD closure, zero effort (PS) for 3 months in the high seas  



 
 

 




