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1. Introduction

The provision of scientific data to the WCPFC, according to the requirements specified in Scientific
data to be provided to the Commission, is an important annual reporting obligation for member and
cooperating non-member countries (CCMs) of the WCPFC. Williams (2011) summarises the recent
provisions of scientific data to the WCPFC, highlight data gaps and the work that has been done to
resolve data gaps.

With regards to reporting data gaps, there are certain cases where a detailed explanation is required
which makes it difficult to include in the usual data gaps paper (i.e. Williams, 2011). This information
paper has therefore been produced to provide the necessary detail to explain several outstanding
issues with the scientific data submitted to the WCPFC by China for their longline fleet, issues that
have briefly been mentioned in Williams (2011).

In the future, information papers such as this paper will be produced to provide the necessary detail
in explaining outstanding data gaps.

2. Chinese Longline bigeye tuna annual catch estimate for 2009

The longline bigeye catch for 2009 listed in the letter by Mr Liu to the WCPFC Executive Director
(Information about Chinese catch of Bigeye and yellowfin tuna in the WCPO — 22 March 2011; see
Annex 1) was 9,793 t. which corresponds to the value provided in China’s National Fisheries Report
prepared for SC6 (Annual WCPFC Report Part 1). However, when reviewing the 2009 aggregate
catch/effort data provided to the Commission by China in April 2010, this catch level (9,793 t.)
corresponds to the WCPO (Pacific Ocean west of 150°W — see Figure 1) and not the WCPFC
Convention Area (Figure 2), for which total longline bigeye catch for 2009 was 11,565 t. according to
the aggregate catch/effort data provided by China.
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Figure 2. WCPFC Convention Area

Since the Commission is obliged to compile data for its work covering the WCPFC Convention Area
(Figure 2) and not the WCPO area (Figure 1), the figure of 11,565 t. was accepted by the Commission
as the Chinese longline bigeye catch estimate for 2009 for the WCPFC Convention Area.



This letter also indicates that the bigeye catch the Chinese longline fleet took in Kiribati waters
during 2009 (4,133 t.) was not included in China’s 2009 annual catch estimates and should be
attributed to the Kiribati longline fleet catch. Since the 2009 annual catch estimates for the Kiribati
longline fleet do not include the 4,133 t. of bigeye tuna taken by Chinese longline vessels in Kiribati
waters, this amount of catch is not to accounted for in the WCFPC annual catch estimates and
therefore, not accounted for in the stock assessments.

ACTION REQUIRED: Could China and Kiribati please clarify the attribution of the bigeye
tuna (and other species) catches by Chinese longline vessels in Kiribati waters for 2009,
and then revise their annual catch estimates and aggregate data accordingly. The
WCPFC also seek information on any catch attribution that may have been undertaken
for any other years.

2. Chinese longline aggregate catch/effort data only covers the WCPO

The maps presented in ANNEX 2 (Figures 3—10) show the annual distribution of target tuna catch by
the Chinese longline fleet for years 2003—-2010, according to aggregate catch/effort data provided to
the WCPFC by China. Review of these maps (Figures 3—10), in conjunction with Figures 1 and 2,
show that the aggregate catch/effort data provided to the WCPFC for years 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007,
2008 and 2010 cover the WCPO area only when they should cover the WCPFC Convention Area
(noting that data provided for years 2003 and 2009 do cover the WCPFC Convention Area). Since
the aggregate catch/effort data provided by China are aligned to the annual catch estimates
provided by China, it is likely that the annual catch estimates for these years may also only cover the
WCPO area (Figure 1) when they should cover the WCPFC Convention Area (Figure 2).

ACTION REQUIRED: Could China please undertake the following work as soon as
possible:

(i) Resubmit the aggregate catch/effort data for the years that cover the
WCPO only to ensure it covers the WCPFC Convention Area (i.e. for years
2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2010)

(i) Resubmit the annual catch estimates for the years that cover the WCPO
only to ensure it covers the WCPFC Convention Area (i.e. for years 2004,
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2010)

3. Chinese-flagged longline vessels chartered to Pacific-Island countries

There are several Pacific Island countries that have indicated that Chinese-flagged longline vessels
based in their country should be considered as chartered to the Pacific-island country (i.e. coastal
state) and the catch of the Chinese-flagged longline vessels should therefore be attributed to the
Pacific island country with respect to the data (annual catch estimates and aggregated data) that are
submitted to the WCPFC. The countries involved are FSM, Kiribati, Palau, Marshall Islands, Solomon
Islands and Fiji.

In order for the WCPFC data managers to avoid double-counting when compiling aggregate data for
the stock assessments, we need to know whether China has excluded or included the catch/effort



for the chartered vessels in the aggregate longline catch/effort data that are submitted to the
WCPFC.

The WCPFC therefore seeks answers, and/or revisions to the data, based on the following specific
questions which will hopefully resolve these issues.

ACTION REQUIRED: Could China please review and respond to the following questions as soon
as possible:

e Chinese longline catch in the waters of Fiji, Marshall Islands (RMI) and FSM is present in
Chinese longline aggregate data years 2003, and 2008-2010 (Figures 3, 8, 9 and 10),
but does not appear in any other year.

(n Can you please explain the absence of the catches from your fleet in these
waters for years 2004-2007 ?
()] Do you consider that the Chinese longline fleet are chartered vessels to Fiji, RMI

and FSM for years 2004-2007, but not in years 2003 and 2008-2010 ?

e The Solomon Islands recently provided 2010 annual catch estimates and operational
catch/effort logsheet data to the WCPFC which contain catch by Chinese Longline
vessels licensed to fish under a charter arrangement to the Solomon Islands. The catch
by these vessels has been attributed to the Solomon Islands (coastal state) for 2010 in
line with the information provided in the WCPFC Circular 2010-20 on Charter
Notifications, which was sent out to CCMs on 20th September 2010. In order to avoid
double-counting with the annual catch estimates of the Solomon Islands chartered
longline fleet, could China please advise whether the catches of your vessels (provided
in a list sent to the China WCPFC data correspondent via email on 1** July 2011) have
been included in the Chinese longline annual catch estimates and aggregate catch/effort
data for 2010.

e There is a large catch of albacore in two 5°x5° cells in 2008 and 2009 in the vicinity of
Fiji/Vanuatu (15°-20°S, 170°-175°E and 10°-15°S, 165°-170°E). Can you explain why
albacore catch is so concentrated in this area or was the total estimated albacore catch
‘assigned’ to this area in the absence of logsheet data which would have provide more
detailed spatial distribution of the catch in these years.
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ANNEX 1

FRARERE RLIFELE

. RS 11 %, spabeials 10012 Address: Mol Mongehanguannaeoli, Beijing HO12S
Wi (TEL R Be-10c501a3028, R TFAN E RA-10-5919206] E-mail: inter-coupibingri.govin

23 Maorch 2011

Professor Glenn Hurry
Executive Dirsctor, Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission
PO Box 2356 kolonia

Pohnpei 96941, Federated States of Micronesia

Subject: Information about Chinese catch of Bigeve and Yellow-fin tuna in
WCPO

Dear Professor Hurry,

1 am writing this letter to provide information reference to the catch data of Big-eye
and yellowfin tuna of Chinese long-line fleet in WCPO, with an tntention to clarify
some issues in this regard,

As we reported earlier, the total eatch of bigeye tuna of China in 2009 was 5793
metric tons. n addition to that, | would advise there is another part of catch of
Big-eye tuna, which was 4133 metric tons (round weight), has been taken from the
waters of Kiribati in 2009 by Chinese fishing vessels under the fishing access
agreement between Ching and Kiribati. In article 24 of this agreement that stipulated:
“The fish caught under this Agreement shall be considered as Kiribati catch and
therefore all catch data (log-sheet) referenced 1o this Agreement shall be forwarded
only to Kiribatl Government.” Therefore, we reported the catch in WCPFC area in
20049 g2 9793 metric tons, that did not cover the catch in water of Kiribati, However,
but as flag states, sccording 1o measures adopted by ICCAT, I0TC and IATTC, we
issued the Catch Statistical Document for these part of catch to be exported 1o other
countries that are members of those three tuna RFMOs,

In addition, we note that the catch amount of bigeye tuna of China in 2009 was 479
metric tons higher than the catch limit (9314 metric tons) set for China in
CMB-08-01,



Aldso, we noted that the Commission has made decision to restrain the catch of
vellowfin tuna at level of vear 2001-2004, We understand that the catch limit is not
"the avernge annual catch in 2001-2004", We, therefore. set our catch limit of
yellowlin tuna in 2009 was 4048 metric tons (coch level of 2004), However, we
reported vellowdin catch in 2000 was 6318 metric tons, that means we hove overused
2270 mgtrie tons,

China will pay back that overage of bigeve tuna and vellowfin tuna in the following
vears, which means subtracting that amount of catch from the catch limit of China,
hopefully based on the mechanism to be introduced by WCPFC.

Az a responsible member of WCPFC, we will try our best to control the catch limit
will ot be over again.

| understand that the issues referred in the letter as well as the Chinese cotch limit of
higeye tuna in 2011 could be discussed in TCC and in WCPFC meeting this year

It will be great appreciated if you could circulate this letter o all CCMs of WCPFC.
Best regards

“%
Xiaohing Liu

Direetor, Division of [nternstional Caoperation
Bureau of Fishenes, Ministry of Agriculture, China



ANNEX 2 — Annual distribution of Chinese longline catch in the Pacific Ocean, according to data
provided to the WCPFC.
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Figure 3. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore (green), bigeye (red) and yellowfin (yellow)
tuna, 2003
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Figure 4. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2004
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Figure 5. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2005
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Figure 6. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2006
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Figure 7. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2007
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Figure 8. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2008
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Figure 9. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2009
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Figure 10. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2010



