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1.   Introduction 

 

The provision of scientific data to the WCPFC, according to the requirements specified in Scientific 

data to be provided to the Commission, is an important annual reporting obligation for member and 

cooperating non-member countries (CCMs) of the WCPFC.  Williams (2011) summarises the recent 

provisions of scientific data to the WCPFC, highlight data gaps and the work that has been done to 

resolve data gaps. 

 

With regards to reporting data gaps, there are certain cases where a detailed explanation is required 

which makes it difficult to include in the usual data gaps paper (i.e. Williams, 2011).  This information 

paper has therefore been produced to provide the necessary detail to explain several outstanding 

issues with the scientific data submitted to the WCPFC by China for their longline fleet, issues that 

have briefly been mentioned in Williams (2011). 

 

In the future, information papers such as this paper will be produced to provide the necessary detail 

in explaining outstanding data gaps. 

 

2.   Chinese Longline bigeye tuna annual catch estimate for 2009 

 

The longline bigeye catch for 2009 listed in the letter by Mr Liu to the WCPFC Executive Director 

(Information about Chinese catch of Bigeye and yellowfin tuna in the WCPO – 22 March 2011; see 

Annex 1) was 9,793 t. which corresponds to the value provided in China’s National Fisheries Report 

prepared for SC6 (Annual WCPFC Report Part 1).  However, when reviewing the 2009 aggregate 

catch/effort data provided to the Commission by China in April 2010, this catch level (9,793 t.) 

corresponds to the WCPO (Pacific Ocean west of 150°W – see Figure 1) and not the WCPFC 

Convention Area (Figure 2), for which total longline bigeye catch for 2009 was 11,565 t. according to 

the aggregate catch/effort data provided by China. 
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Figure 1. Western and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPO) 
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Figure 2. WCPFC Convention Area 

 

Since the Commission is obliged to compile data for its work covering the WCPFC Convention Area 

(Figure 2) and not the WCPO area (Figure 1), the figure of 11,565 t. was accepted by the Commission 

as the Chinese longline bigeye catch estimate for 2009 for the WCPFC Convention Area. 

 



This letter also indicates that the bigeye catch the Chinese longline fleet took in Kiribati waters 

during 2009 (4,133 t.) was not included in China’s 2009 annual catch estimates and should be 

attributed to the Kiribati longline fleet catch.  Since the 2009 annual catch estimates for the Kiribati 

longline fleet do not include the 4,133 t. of bigeye tuna taken by Chinese longline vessels in Kiribati 

waters, this amount of catch is not to accounted for in the WCFPC annual catch estimates and 

therefore, not accounted for in the stock assessments.   

 

 

 

2.   Chinese longline aggregate catch/effort data only covers the WCPO 

 

The maps presented in ANNEX 2 (Figures 3–10) show the annual distribution of target tuna catch by 

the Chinese longline fleet for years 2003–2010, according to aggregate catch/effort data provided to 

the WCPFC by China.  Review of these maps (Figures 3–10), in conjunction with Figures 1 and 2, 

show that the aggregate catch/effort data provided to the WCPFC for years 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 

2008 and 2010 cover the WCPO area only when they should cover the WCPFC Convention Area 

(noting that data provided for years 2003 and 2009 do cover the WCPFC Convention Area).  Since 

the aggregate catch/effort data provided by China are aligned to the annual catch estimates 

provided by China, it is likely that the annual catch estimates for these years may also only cover the 

WCPO area (Figure 1) when they should cover the WCPFC Convention Area (Figure 2). 

 

 
 

3.   Chinese-flagged longline vessels chartered to Pacific-Island countries 

 

There are several Pacific Island countries that have indicated that Chinese-flagged longline vessels 

based in their country should be considered as chartered to the Pacific-island country (i.e. coastal 

state) and the catch of the Chinese-flagged longline vessels should therefore be attributed to the 

Pacific island country with respect to the data (annual catch estimates and aggregated data) that are 

submitted to the WCPFC. The countries involved are FSM, Kiribati, Palau, Marshall Islands, Solomon 

Islands and Fiji.   

 

In order for the WCPFC data managers to avoid double-counting when compiling aggregate data for 

the stock assessments, we need to know whether China has excluded or included the catch/effort 

ACTION REQUIRED:  Could China please undertake the following work as soon as 

possible: 

 

(i) Resubmit the aggregate catch/effort data for the years that cover the 

WCPO only to ensure it covers the WCPFC Convention Area (i.e. for years 

2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2010) 

(ii) Resubmit the annual catch estimates for the years that cover the WCPO 

only to ensure it covers the WCPFC Convention Area (i.e. for years 2004, 

2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2010) 

 

ACTION REQUIRED:  Could China and Kiribati please clarify the attribution of the bigeye 

tuna (and other species) catches by Chinese longline vessels in Kiribati waters for 2009, 

and then revise their annual catch estimates and aggregate data accordingly. The 

WCPFC also seek information on any catch attribution that may have been undertaken 

for any other years. 



for the chartered vessels in the aggregate longline catch/effort data that are submitted to the 

WCPFC.  

 

The WCPFC therefore seeks answers, and/or revisions to the data, based on the following specific 

questions which will hopefully resolve these issues. 
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ACTION REQUIRED:  Could China please review and respond to the following questions as soon 

as possible: 

 

• Chinese longline catch in the waters of Fiji, Marshall Islands (RMI) and FSM is present in 

Chinese longline aggregate data years 2003, and 2008–2010 (Figures 3, 8, 9 and 10),  

but does not appear in any other year.   

(I) Can you please explain the absence of the catches from your fleet in these 

waters for years 2004-2007 ?   

(II) Do you consider that the Chinese longline fleet are chartered vessels to Fiji, RMI 

and FSM for years 2004-2007, but not in years 2003 and 2008-2010 ? 

 

• The Solomon Islands recently provided 2010 annual catch estimates and operational 

catch/effort logsheet data to the WCPFC which contain catch by Chinese Longline 

vessels licensed to fish under a charter arrangement to the Solomon Islands.  The catch 

by these vessels has been attributed to the Solomon Islands (coastal state) for 2010 in 

line with the information provided in the WCPFC Circular 2010-20 on Charter 

Notifications, which was sent out to CCMs on 20th September 2010.  In order to avoid 

double-counting with the annual catch estimates of the Solomon Islands chartered 

longline fleet, could China please advise whether the catches of your vessels (provided 

in a list sent to the China WCPFC data correspondent via email on 1
st

 July 2011) have 

been included in the Chinese longline annual catch estimates and aggregate catch/effort 

data for 2010. 

 

• There is a large catch of albacore in two 5°x5° cells in 2008 and 2009 in the vicinity of 

Fiji/Vanuatu (15°-20°S, 170°-175°E and 10°-15°S, 165°-170°E).   Can you explain why 

albacore catch is so concentrated in this area or was the total estimated albacore catch 

‘assigned’ to this area in the absence of logsheet data which would have provide more 

detailed spatial distribution of the catch in these years. 

 

 



ANNEX 1 

 

 
  



 
  



ANNEX 2 – Annual distribution of Chinese longline catch in the Pacific Ocean, according to data 

provided to the WCPFC. 
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Figure 3. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore (green), bigeye (red) and yellowfin (yellow) 

tuna, 2003 
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Figure 4. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2004 
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Figure 5. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2005 
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Figure 6. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2006 
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Figure 7. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2007 
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Figure 8. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2008 
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Figure 9. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2009 
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Figure 10. Chinese longline -reported catch of albacore, bigeye and yellowfin tuna, 2010 

 


