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The Commission for the Conservation and Management of 
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Northern Committee 

Ninth Regular Session 
 

Fukuoka, Japan 
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Northern Committee request to the ISC regarding Pacific bluefin tuna 

 
 
For the purpose of evaluating the performance of various management scenarios with respect to 
rebuilding the stock of Pacific bluefin tuna, the Northern Committee requests advice from the ISC on the 
following: 
Under an appropriate range of future recruitment scenarios (for example, but not necessarily limited to: 
high, low, historical average), the probability of achieving each of five particular SSB levels (10%, 15%, 
20%, and 25% SSBrecent,F=0, and historical median SSB) within 10 and 15 years under each of the harvest 
scenarios listed below.  For each scenario, expected average yield over the final three years of the 
projection is also requested. 

 WCPO EPO 

 
Fishing effort in 

Pacific bluefin tuna 
fisheries 

Juvenile cCatches in fisheries 
predominantly taking juveniles 

Adult cCatches in 
fisheries 

predominantly 
taking adults 

Catches 

1 2002-04 avg. 15% reduction from 2002-04 avg. Not limited 5,500 mt/yr 
2 2002-04 avg. 15% reduction from 2002-04 avg. 15% reduction 

from 2002-04 avg. 
5,500 mt/yr 

3 2002-04 avg. 15% reduction from 2002-04 avg. 15% reduction 
from 2002-04 avg. 

4,675 mt/yr 

4 2007-09 avg. 15% reduction from 2002-04 avg. Not limited 4,675 mt/yr 
5 2002-04 avg. 25% reduction from 2002-04 avg. Not limited 4,125 mt/yr 
6 2002-04 avg. 50% reduction from 2002-04 avg. Not limited 2,750 mt/yr 
7 15% reduction from 

2002-04 avg. 
25% reduction from 2002-04 avg. Not limited 4,125 mt/yr 

8 2002-04 avg. 25% reduction from 2002-04 avg. Not limited 5,500 mt/yr 
9 2002-04 avg. 2002-04 avg. Not limited 4,125 mt/yr 

 
For those scenarios in which, for at least some fisheries, catches are limited but fishing effort (and thus F) 
is not, the ISC is requested to run the projections such that F in those fisheries is constrained to no greater 
than double the 2002-2004 average level. 
For the purpose of developing a mechanism that establishes specific rules for CCMs in the event of a 
drastic drop in recruitment, the ISC is requested to provide information regarding the range of historical 
variation in recruitment, such as in terms of standardized CPUEs for particular fisheries, or other 
appropriate measures.  Specifically, information for the low recruitment period during the 1980s, and for 
the last ten years, is requested. 
 


	Cover Page - WCPFC10-2013-DP31 USA.pdf (p.1)
	2013 Nov 22 Tosatto to NC9 delegations - request to ISC on PBF.pdf (p.2-3)

