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Who requires a visa? 

Several factors determine whether a visa is required: 
 
- the nationality of the foreign national; 
- the holding of a residence document in France or another country adhering to the Schengen Agreement; 
- the length of stay; 
- and which part of the territory of the French Republic the foreign national is to visit. 
 
As far as visas are concerned, legislation divides the territory of the French Republic into the following three sections, 
where different regulations apply: 
 
- the European territory of France, which is part of the Schengen area; 
- the territory of Overseas Departments (Réunion, Martinique, Guadeloupe and French Guiana); 
- Overseas territorial communities: French Polynesia, New Caledonia, Mayotte, French Southern and Antarctic 
Territories. 
 
1. The European territory of France 

The European territory of France is part of the Schengen area. The Schengen area includes the territory of the 
following European Union countries and associated countries: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, 
Greece, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and Sweden. 
 
1.1. Short stays (under 90 days in the Schengen area) 
A short stay is a stay in the Schengen area under 90 days or multiple stays totalling less than 90 days in a period of 
six months. 
 
For short stays, European regulations determine the list of countries from which citizens are not required to have a 
visa to enter the Schengen area. 
 
A visa is waived for: 
- citizens of the following countries: Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Bermuda, Brazil, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Costa 
Rica, Croatia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Holy See, Honduras, Israel, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Monaco, Nicaragua, 
New Zealand, Panama, Paraguay, San Marino, Singapore, South Korea, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela; 
- holders of passports from the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China and the 
Special Administrative Region of Macao of the People’s Republic of China; 
- holders of a valid residence document in France; 
- holders of a residence document issued by a country which adheres to the Schengen Agreement; 
- holders of a travel document issued by a country which adheres to the Schengen Agreement. 



 
1.2. Long stays (over 90 days in France) 
Citizens of the following countries are not required to have a long-stay visa: Member States of the European Union 
and the European Economic Area (EEA), Switzerland, Monaco and Andorra. 
 
2. Other territories of the French Republic located overseas 

They include: 
- French Polynesia 
- New Caledonia 
- Wallis and Futuna 
- Saint Pierre and Miquelon 
- Mayotte 
- French Southern and Antarctic Territories 
 
2.1. Short stays 
A short stay is a stay under 90 days. 
A visa is waived for the citizens of the following countries: 
Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Bermuda, Bolivie, Brunei, Bermuda, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Croatia, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Holy See, Honduras, Hong Kong, Japan, Macao, Malaysia, Mexico, Monaco, Nicaragua, New 
Zealand, Panama, Paraguay, San Marino, Singapore, South Korea, United States, Uruguay. 
 
2.2. Long stays 
Citizens of the following countries are not required to have a long-stay visa: Member States of the European Union 
and the European Economic Area (EEA), Switzerland, Monaco and Andorra. 
 
 
What documents will be required? 

To apply for a Schengen short-stay visa, you are required to present one visa application per person, including the 
following items: 
- A passport which is valid for at least 3 months after the date of the requested visa; 
- [A visa application form] duly completed and signed; 
- A maximum of 3 photographs meeting requirements; 
- Application fees. Visa application forms for a child under 18 years of age must be signed by a parent or legal 
guardian. 
 
If any of the items you provide do not fulfil our criteria, consular personnel will not accept your application and will ask 
you to present items which do. If you insist on submitting your application anyway, your application will be recorded 
but a visa will not be issued and the other items in the application will not be studied. 
 
Proof 

- Proof of the purpose of your stay in the Schengen area; 
- Proof of your means of support during your stay and accommodation; 
- Proof of travel and repatriation insurance; 
- Guarantees of repatriation to your country of residence (return ticket or adequate personal means to purchase one); 
- For children under 18 years of age, specific proof; 
- Any documents helping to convince the consular authority of your intention to leave the Schengen area when your 
visa expires. 
 
Certain diplomatic and consular authorities that issue visas on ordinary passports may include more detailed 
information taking local specificities into account. These items providing proof that are required are to be presented to 
the consular authority. 
 
The consular authority will accept your application as provided by you and will make his decision on the basis of the 
guarantees and proof attached to your application. If you have failed to attach the proof included in the list, the 
consular authority will assume that you are unable to do so unless you effectively explain why such proof was omitted 
in a separate letter attached to the application. 
 
Additional documents 

The consular authority may ask you to provide additional documents within a set period in order to study your 
application more effectively. You do not need to submit a new application nor pay additional application fees if that is 
the case. 
 



Proof that a visa application has been submitted 

When you submit your visa application, the consular authority will give you a receipt for the exact amount of 
application fees you paid. This receipt is acknowledgement of receipt of your application. 
 
 
Time required to issue visa: 

After a visa application is submitted, the consular authority processes it and decides on whether to issue a visa. 
 
The consular authority makes his decision as swiftly as possible, the time period will vary depending on possible 
consultations he must conduct. There is no point in contacting the consular authority while the application is being 
processed. 
 
If the consular authority has not responded to you within two months, you may consider that your visa application has 
been refused. 
 
What is the cost of a visa? 

The table below sets forth the application fees in euros for the main visa categories. 

Visa categories Application fees 
(in euros) 

Airport transit visas and short-stay visas (under 90 days) valid for France and, unless otherwise 
indicated on the visa, for the Schengen area 

€60 

Airport transit visas and short-stay visas (under 90 days) valid for Overseas Departments and 
Regions (DOM-ROM): Guadeloupe, (including Saint Barthélemy and Saint Martin); Martinique; 
French Guiana; Réunion. 

€60  

Airport transit visas or short-stay visas (under 90 days) for New Caledonia, French Polynesia, 
Wallis and Futuna, Saint Pierre and Miquelon, Mayotte and French Southern and Antartic 
Territories 

€9 

Long-stay visas (over 90 days) valid for France (without a territorial distinction) €99 

National long-stay visa (over 90 days) issued to foreign nationals adopted by French citizens in 
the legal and definitive form required in their countries of origin, valid for Metropolitan France, 
Overseas Departments and Overseas Communities 

€15  

 

How long is the visa valid for? 

Short stay visas: Up to 90 days 

Temporary long-stay visas: Up to 6 months 

Long stay visas: The residency permit obtained actually determines the length of the stay 

 

3. Specific requirements for members of Federal States of Micronesia, Kiribati, Republic of Marshall Islands, 

Nauru, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Tuvalu. 

Exceptionally, and only for these 9 insular countries, an « OK to board » visa can be delivered to the members of the 

delegations of these countries indicated above, because of extreme difficulty in obtaining a biometric visa for these 

citizens.  

The visa will be delivered to the members of these delegations by the French immigration services when arriving at 

the international airport of Papeete. 

For this purpose, it is imperative that the list of nominative members of the delegation at Papeete is sent to the 

contact point in French Polynesia (stephen.yen-kai-sun@peche.gov.pf and bruno.peaucellier@presidence.pf ) before 

mailto:stephen.yen-kai-sun@peche.gov.pf
mailto:bruno.peaucellier@presidence.pf


the 15
th

 November 2009. These members must have an up-to-date passport when arriving in Papeete as well as a 

return trip ticket. The number of the flight and date/hour of arrival at Papeete must be indicated for each  

representative to inform the airline companies of the special procedure applicable for obtaining the French Visa. 


