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SUMMARY REPORT OF THE INFORMAL CONSULTATION TOWARD WCPFC 2
(Tokyo, Japan- 8-9 September 2005)

The Informal Consultation toward WCPFC 2 took place at Tokyo, Japan from 8 to 9 September 2005.  The Consultation was attended by representatives from Australia, Canada, China, Cook Islands, European Community, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, France, Japan, Kiribati, Republic of Korea, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, United States of America, and Vanuatu.  The Secretariat of the WCPFC, the South Pacific Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) also attended.  The list of meeting participants is included at Attachment 1.

Agenda 1.  Opening

1. The meeting was opened by Mr. Akira NAKAMAE, Deputy Director-General, Fisheries Agency of Japan.  Participants noted the importance and usefulness of this informal consultation and expressed their appreciation to Japan for hosting the meeting.
Agenda 2.  Election of Chair

2. Mr. Masanori MIYAHARA, Japan, was elected as the Chair.

Agenda 3.  Adoption of Agenda

3. The agenda was adopted (Attachment 2).
Agenda 4.  Exchange of views for WCPFC 2

a. Results of the Scientific Committee meeting and consideration of conservation and management measures

4.  Dr. Sung-Kwon Soh (Korea), the Chair of the WCPFC Scientific Committee made a presentation on the brief summary of the 1st Scientific Committee meeting that was held during August 8-19, 2005 at SPC Convention Center, Noumea, New Caledonia (Attachment 3).

5. Many participants expressed the urgent need for the Commission to discuss and adopt conservation and management measures, in particular for bigeye and yellowfin tuna.

6. For prior consideration of the members, Japan distributed its draft Resolution on WCPFC Bigeye Tuna Statistical Document Program that is similar to those have been adopted and implemented by other tuna RFMOs (Attachment 4). Japan noted that it plans to distribute this proposal formally in advance of WCPFC2.
b. Capacity issues

7. Japan introduced their Report on the Fishing Capacity of Chinese Taipei (Attachment 5) in order to provide new information that purse seine and longline fishing capacity has increased in contravention of the past resolutions.  The meeting was informed that shipyards in Chinese Taipei were fully booked for the coming three years for construction of tuna longline vessels just smaller than 24 meters.  Japan stressed the importance of urgently addressing this issue before the introduction of any management measures, while ensuring rights, opportunities and existing interests of fishing activities by developing island countries and territories.  It was also noted that without prompt settlement of this overcapacity issue, it would be extremely difficult for other members to maintain their restriction of building of new large purse seiners and other fishing vessels.
8. PNG stressed the legitimacy of their national fisheries management plan and that the vessels on the attachment 1 of the Japanese report were also legitimate. 

9. Participants reaffirmed the need for any member whose nationals created overcapacity against the past resolutions to reduce such overcapacity immediately.  It was suggested that, before the 2nd WCPFC meeting, members and cooperating non-members that participated in this Informal Consultation should jointly or bilaterally urge such members to this end.
c. Northern Committee

10. The Consultation noted that the Informal Consultation for the Northern Committee of WCPFC would be held in the following week, September 12 and 13, 2005 in Tokyo and welcomed the initiatives taken by the prospective Northern Committee members to prepare for its establishment and initiation of its work.

11. It was noted that the outcome of the Informal Consultation for the Northern Committee would be informed to all the members before WCPFC 2.

d. Monitoring, control and surveillance issues, including the first meeting of the Technical and Compliance Committee

12.  Various views were expressed on the priority of the monitoring, control and surveillance issues to be discussed at the next Technical and Compliance Committee meeting.

13.  The issue of boarding and inspection was raised in connection with the time schedule for the alternative procedure, as stipulated in Article 26 of the Convention.  Participants exchanged views on the relative role of boarding and inspection in relation to the other elements of the Commission’s MCS program.  This issue should be discussed further within the context of the Commission.…
e. List of issues to be taken up by the WCPFC 2

14.  Based on the above discussions, participants shared their views on the issues they wished to see progress on at WCPFC 2 (Attachment 6).
f. Review of Commission institutional arrangements

15. Mr. Andrew Wright, the Executive Director of the Commission, informed the Consultation the progress of the Commission’s institutional arrangements (Attachment 7).
Agenda 5.  Others

16. No other matters were discussed.

Agenda 6.  Adoption of summary report

17. The Consultation adopted the summary report.
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