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Part l.

Legal and detection
frameworks for forced
labour in fishing
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o Figure 1. Legal framework for forced labour

Involuntariness: Refers to any work taking
place without the free and informed consent of
the worker. In practice, involuntariness relates
to situations in which workers must accept a job
that they do not want, perform work activities or
to endure work-related circumstances to which
they do not agree, or stay in a job that they want
to leave. The inability to refuse or to resign freely
is critical to the concept of involuntariness.
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Coercion: Refers to the means used to compel
someone to work against their will. Workers can
be directly subjected to coercion, or indirectly

subjected to coercion, through coercion imposed
on their family members or through witnessing
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coercion imposed on co-workers.
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2 The five limited exceptions relate to: compulsory military service for work of a purely military character; normal
civic obligations; work as a consequence of a conviction in a court of law and carried out under the control of a
public authority; work in emergency situations such as wars or other calamities; and minor communal services
CArt. 2.2).
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