Draft Rules of Procedure for the Northern Committee
Prepared by Chinese Taipei Delegation

Rule 1. Meetings
1. The Northern Committee shall hold a regular annual meeting [one or three] before the holding of regular annual session of the WCPFC Commission unless the Northern Committee decides otherwise.
2. The Executive Director shall notify the members of the Commission, each territory referred to in article 43 of the Convention, and observers referred to in Rule 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission, of the date and place and provisional agenda of the meeting as early as possible but at least ninety days in advance of the opening of a meeting of the Northern Committee.
3. The venue of the Meetings shall be […].
Rule 2. Agenda

1. The provisional agenda for a meeting shall be drawn up by the Secretariat of Northern Committee, under the guidance of the Chairperson of the Northern Committee.

2. Any member of the Northern Committee, the Chairperson of the Northern Committee, or the Executive Director may, at least thirty days before the date fixed for the opening of a regular meeting request the inclusion of supplementary items in the agenda.

3. At the beginning of each meeting, the Northern Committee shall adopt its agenda for the meeting on the basis of the provisional agenda.  The Northern Committee may, however, in urgent circumstances, place additional items of an important or urgent character on the agenda at any time during a meeting.

Rule 3  Representation 
Each member of the Northern Committee shall be entitled to appoint one representative to the Northern Committee who may be accompanied by other experts and advisers.  
Rule 4.  Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson. 
At its first regular meeting, and each two years thereafter, the Northern Committee shall elect a Chairperson and a Vice-Chairperson from among the members of the Northern Committee, who shall be of different nationalities.  Except at the first meeting of the Northern Committee, the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson shall assume office at the end of the meeting at which they are elected.
Rule 5  Quorum

The Chairperson may declare a meeting of the Northern Committee open and permit the debate to proceed when at least [three-fourths] of the members of the Committee are present.
Rule 6  Decision-Making

The Northern Committee shall adopt its recommendations by consensus.  

Rule 7  Observers
Any member of the Commission not represented on Northern Committee may send a representative to participate in the deliberations of the Northern Committee as an observer. 
Rule 8.  Miscellaneous
Subject to the provisions of the Convention, the Rules of Procedure for the WCPFC Commission shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to the Northern Committee unless otherwise provided in this rules of procedure for the Northern Committee. 
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