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ABSTRACT

Throughout the reporting year, the tuna fishery in Samoa primarily consists of its national longline fleet which mainly
target tuna species. The total fishing effort within its national jurisdiction measured by the number of hooks deployed
is 982,401 hooks in 2025.

The total annual catch estimate for all species is 285 metric tons (mt), reflecting a sharp decline of approximately 52%
from the 2024 catch estimate of 594.4 mt. South Pacific Albacore (Thunnus alalunga) remains the dominant target
species in the catch composition which accounts for 62% of the total annual catch estimate, followed by Yellowfin
tuna (Thunnus albacares) at 31% and Bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus) at approximately 3%. The remaining 4% of the
annual catch comprised of non-target species recorded as bycatch within the longline fishery.

The national longline fleet consisted of four licensed fishing vessels operating exclusively within Samoa’s EEZ. The
majority of catches were landed and sold locally, contributing to domestic food security as well as the local fish market.
Unlike previous years, no chartered foreign fishing vessels were licensed to operate within Samoa’s EEZ in 2025,
contributing significantly to the reduction in both fishing effort and catch.

Although Samoa does not operate a purse seine fishery; however, foreign purse seine vessels continue to utilize
Matautu International Port for transshipment activities and other purposes of port entry such as crew change,
maintenance and provisions. Consequently, most of the WCPFC Conservation and Management Measures (CMM)
relating to purse seine fishery are not applicable to Samoa.

All licensed fishing vessels operating in Samoa’s EEZ must submit catch data logs to the Fisheries Division through
electronic reporting or paper-based submission. The logsheets from fishing vessels, observer data and port sampling
data continue to be the primary sources of estimates based on raised catch and effort data, along with the Vessel
Monitoring System (VMS) used for verification and compliance monitoring



BACKGROUND

Samoa's tuna fishery comprises both artisanal and commercial sectors, with trolling and longline fishing representing
the principal methods used to harvest highly migratory tuna and associated pelagic species within Samoa's EEZ.

The troll fisheries consist of alia catamarans ranging from 8 to 11 meters in length and are characterized by their un-
decked outboard motors. Alia vessels operate within 24 nautical miles offshore, targeting Skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus
pelamis) and other pelagic species associated with free school or Fish Aggregating Devices (FAD). The alia fishing fleet
is also involved in the tuna longline fishery however; their contribution is limited to peak months for this specific
fishery. This flexibility is due to the alia fleets having the ability to change their fishing gear type depending on the
season of highly migratory tuna species. There is a tendency to change gear type to target tuna species during peak
months and a turnover to trolling and bottomfishing gears during off-season. The catches from these operations are
primarily sold locally at fish markets, restaurants, hotels, supporting local consumption and food security.

Samoa commercial longline fleet consists primarily of vessels ranging from 12.5 to over 20 meters in length are
engaged in longline fishing. These vessels mainly target South Pacific Albacore (Thunnus alalunga), Yellowfin tuna
(Thunnus albacares) and Bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus), while also encountering tuna-like species as by-catch. The
South Pacific Albacore is predominantly exported to frozen canneries. Yellowfin, Bigeye tuna and other pelagic are
also exported but in lower volumes as well as catering to the local markets, especially during low domestic catch
periods.

Purse Seine fishing activities within Samoa’s EEZ are limited to vessels operating under the Multilateral Arrangement
between the United States of America and Pacific Island States (US Treaty). Samoa has declared a limit of 150 days for
Purse Seine fishing in its EEZ in accordance with WCPFC Conservation and Management Measure 2023-01 and
associated national licensing arrangements.

Samoa continues to implement an integrated Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) framework comprising
licensing, Vessel Monitoring System (VMS), electronic reporting, port inspections, observer coverage and compliance
monitoring. These measures support sustainable fisheries management, improve data quality and ensure compliance
with national legislation and applicable WCPFC Conservation and Management Measures.

Fisheries-dependent data collection through logsheets, observer programs, biological sampling and port sampling
activities provide critical inputs for stock assessment, catch estimations and fishery performance analyses. These data
contribute to both national and regional scientific analyses which improves the understanding on fishing effort, catch
trends, species composition and population dynamics of highly migratory species. The information generated supports
evidence-based fisheries management and policy development, enabling Samoa to make informed management
decisions to ensure the long-term sustainability of tuna resources within its EEZ.



ANNUAL CATCH ESTIMATES

1. PRIMARY KEY SPECIES

Within Samoa’s national jurisdiction, the total number of hooks deployed decreased by approximately 37% from 1.5
million hooks in 2024 to 982,401 hooks in 2025. The reduction in fishing effort is associated with the decrease in the
number of active fishing vessels including the absence of chartered foreign fishing vessels operating within Samoa’s
EEZ due to operational constraints affecting fishing operations.

The total annual catch estimates were primarily composed of the three key tuna species; South Pacific Albacore,
Yellowfin tuna and Bigeye tuna which reflect the targeted nature of Samoa’s national longline fishery. As shown in
Table 1, catch trends were largely driven by fluctuations in the catch volume of these species, particularly South Pacific
Albacore, which consistently accounted for the largest proportion of the annual catch estimates. The increase in catch
volume recorded between 2021 and 2023 corresponded with high levels of fishing effort, while the subsequent decline
observed in the last two years; 2024 and 2025, was evident across all tuna and tuna-like species.

SPECIES 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 |
South Pacific 991 1,450 2,049 389.3 176
Albacore (Thunnus
alalunga)
Bigeye Tuna 108 127 215.8 34 7.4
(Thunnus obesus)
Black Marlin 2 1 0.3 0.2 0.1
(Makaira indica)
Blue Marlin 41 47 91.6 18.5 0.1
(Makaira mazara)
Skipjack 80 43 70.2 15.2 7.5
(Katsuwonus
pelamis)
Striped Marlin 3 5 5.1 0.9 0.4
(Tetrapturus audax)
Swordfish (Xiphias 10 17 18.4 0.8 0.4
gladius)
Yellowfin Tuna 384 370 546.4 126.5 89
(Thunnus albacares)
TOTAL 1,619 2,060 2,996.8 585.4 280.9

Table 1: Annual Catch Estimates (in metric tons) by WS national fleet by Primary Species, within the Convention Area; 2021-2025

Consistent with the observed reduction in fishing effort, the annual catch estimates of primary tuna and tuna-like
species also experienced a decline in the last two years; 2024 and 2025. The catch volumes increased by 27% from
1,619 mtin 2021 to 2,060 mt in 2022 and continue to increase significantly in 2023 by 45% reaching the highest catch
estimate of 2,996.8 mt recorded throughout the five-year reporting period. Although there was a gradual recovery,
catches subsequently decreased by 80% in 2024 (585.4 mt) and by a further sharp decline of 52% in 2025 (280.9 mt).
The annual catch estimates in 2025 is approximately 91% lower than the peak catch levels recorded in 2023.

South Pacific Albacore catch levels increased by 46% from 991 mt in 2021 to 1,450 mt in 2022 and continue to increase
significantly by 41% to 2,049 mt in 2023. Since then, catches declined sharply by 81% to 389.3 mt in 2024 and by a

further 55% to 176 mt in 2025. Correspondingly, Yellowfin tuna and Bigeye tuna catch levels fluctuates with lower
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guantities compared to South Pacific Albacore and both species also experienced a subsequently decline in 2024 and
2025.

Despite the substantial decline in catch and fishing effort during 2025, the overall species composition of Samoa's
longline fishery remained consistent with previous years, indicating that the reduction in production was primarily
associated with lower fishing activity rather than a significant shift in species availability. Continued monitoring will
be important to determine whether these trends persist under changing environmental and operational conditions.

2. NON TARGET SPECIES

In 2025, non-target species comprised only a small proportion of Samoa’s total longline catch. Wahoo (Acanthocybium
solandri) remains the highest catch volume among non-target species by the national fleet. The overall catch volume
of non-target species declined significantly by 52% compared with 2024. Importantly, no key shark species were
retained as reflected in the table below.

No retention of key shark species was recorded during the reporting period, reflecting continued implementation of
Samoa's national fisheries legislation, license conditions and applicable WCPFC Conservation and Management
Measures relating to shark conservation. These results demonstrate Samoa's continued commitment to responsible
bycatch mitigation and sustainable fisheries management.

SPECIES 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Blue Shark (Prionace glauca) ' 0 ' 0 ' 0 ' 0 0
Common Dolphinfish (Coryphaena 1 7 3 1 0.1
hippurus)
Great Barracuda (Sphyraena 1 2 4 0 0
barracuda)
Indo Pacific Sailfish (Istiophorus 0 0.2 1 1 0.2
platypterus)
Mako Shark 0 0 0 0 0
Moonfish (Lampris guttatus) 1 0.1 1 0 0.03
Qilfish (Ruvettus pretiosus) 1 3 4 0 0
Shark spp 0 0 0 0 0
Shortbill Spearfish (Tetrapturus 0 1 4 1 0
anguistrosris)
Sickle Pomfret 0 0.2 0.4 0 0
Silky Shark (Carcharhinus falciformis) 0 0 0 0 0
Thresher Shark (Alopias spp) 0 0 0 0 0
Tuna spp 0 0 0 0 0
Wahoo (Acanthocybium solandri) 7 7 15 6 4
TOTAL 11 20.5 324 9 4.3

Table 2: Annual Catch Estimates in metric tons of non-target species (including key shark species) within Samoa's EEZ; 2021-2025.



The consistently low proportion of non-target species within the annual catch reflects the highly selective nature of
Samoa's domestic longline fishery, which primarily targets highly migratory tuna species. The continued in monitoring
of bycatch remains important for evaluating ecosystem impacts and informing regional stock assessments.

3. FISHING EFFORT AND CATCH RATES

HOOKS DEPLOYED TOTAL CATCH (MT) CPUE (KG/100 HOOKS
2021 3,521,659 1,619 46
2022 2,925,956 2,060 70.4
2023 5,470,925 2,996.8 54.8
2024 1,562,183 585.4 37.5
2025 982,401 280.9 28.6

Table 3: Fishing Effort and CPUE by WS National Fleet within WS EEZ; 2021-2025

Catch per unit effort (CPUE) provided complementary insights into fishery performance (Table 3). The highest CPUE
was observed in 2022 (~70 kg per 100 hooks), indicating strong catch efficiency despite moderate effort. In contrast,
2023 produced the highest total catch (~3,000 mt) but lower efficiency (~55 kg per 100 hooks). CPUE declined further
in 2024 (~38 kg per 100 hooks) and 2025 (~29 kg per 100 hooks), suggesting reduced catch efficiency alongside
declining effort.

As illustrated in Figure 1, fishing effort fluctuated markedly between 2021 and 2025, reflecting a declined from
approximately 3.5 million hooks in 2021 to 2.9 million in 2022, before increasing sharply to a peak of 5.47 million
hooks in 2023. Thereafter, effort contracted to 1.56 million hooks in 2024 and further to 982,401 hooks in 2025,
representing an overall reduction of 82% relative to the 2023 maximum. These variations are consistent with shifts in
the number of active vessels, including the absence of chartered foreign fishing vessels in 2025.

3500 6000000
3000 /\
/ \ - 5000000
2500 I, \ Yellowfin Tuna
/ \ - 4000000 - = Swordfish
£ - \ 2
§_ 2000 N\ / S i Striped Marlin
= ~ \ - 3000000 T
2 \ £ mSkipjack
8 1500 +— \ tg
- .
— \ L 5000000 =~ Blue Marlin
1000 - “ B Black Marlin
\
-~ - L W Bigeye Tuna
500 - X 4 1000000 gey
. B South Pacific Albacore
0 - -, |,
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Year

Figure 1: Annual Catch Estimates (mt) and Effort (no. of hooks) by WS National Fleet by primary key species within WS EEZ; 2021-
2025



These patterns highlight the dual influence of fleet composition and stock availability on Samoa’s longline fishery
outcomes. While increased effort in 2023 drove higher total yields, declining CPUE in subsequent years points to
relatively low fishing effort or unfavorable environmental conditions.

4. SPECIES OF SPECIAL INTEREST — SSI

No interactions with marine turtles, seabirds or marine mammals were reported during 2025. Reported Species of
Special Interest (SSI) interactions were limited to shark species, primarily Oceanic Whitetip Shark (Carcharhinus
longimanus) and Silky Shark (Carcharhinus falciformis).The information presented in Table 4 is based solely on
logsheet data as discarded with their fate being unknown. In contrast, Table 5 provides observer-collected data
detailing the condition and fate of discarded species of special interest. These outcomes demonstrate Samoa’s
continued commitment to responsible bycatch management and the implementation of conservation and mitigation
measures, particularly for vulnerable and protected species, in line with WCPFC CMMs.

SHARK SPECIES DISCARDED NUMBER DISCARDED WEIGHT STATUS ON DISCARD
Oceanic Whitetip (Carcharhinus 15 0 Unknown
longimanus)
TOTAL 15 0 Unknown

Table 4: Status of SSI (sharks) based on logsheets within Samoa's EEZ; 2025

SHARK SPECIES DISCARDED CONDITION
NUMBER
Oceanic Whitetip (Carcharhinus longimanus) 1 A1l — Alive, healthy DUS - Discarded —
undesirable species
Silky Shark (Carcharhinus falciformis) 2 Al — Alive, healthy DCF — Discarded — line cut
or other

Table 5: Status of SSI (sharks) based on observer data within Samoa's EEZ; 2025

Observer records indicate that all shark interactions observed during 2025 resulted in live release or release following
line cutting, consistent with national handling practices and regional shark conservation measures. Continued
observer coverage and electronic reporting will further strengthen Samoa's ability to monitor interactions with
protected and vulnerable species.

5. SPECIES COMPOSITION; 2025

Despite the reduction in catch volumes, the species composition remains relatively stable across the reporting years.
South Pacific Albacore dominated the catch composition, comprising approximately 63% (169mt) of the total annual
catch estimate for target species (Figure 2). Yellowfin tuna is the second most abundant species, accounting for 31%
(83mt), while Bigeye tuna contributed roughly 3% (7mt). Billfish and other bycatch species collectively represent the
remaining 3% (10mt) of the total annual catch estimates for 2025



1 South Pacific Albacore
(Thunnus alalunga)

M Bigeye Tuna (Thunnus
obesus)

m Yellowfin Tuna (Thunnus
albacares)

H Others

Figure 2: Species Composition by WS National Fleet within the Convention Area; 2025
South Pacific Albacore remains economically important due to its strong market demand and high value in both local

and export markets. The fluctuations in the abundance and availability of South Pacific Albacore can have a significant
influence on the overall performance and productivity of the longline fishery within Samoa’s EEZ.
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Figure 3: Map showing the distribution of target tuna species (mt) by WS National Fleet; 2021-2025

Samoa's domestic longline fishing activities remained concentrated within its Exclusive Economic Zone throughout
2025. Fishing occurred year-round, although catch rates varied seasonally in response to changes in tuna availability,
weather conditions and operational factors

Catch intensity is represented by color shading, with colors (red/yellow) indicating higher catches and blue indicating
lower catches. The maps illustrate moderate catches in 2021-2022, a peak in both spatial coverage and catch density
in 2023, and a marked contraction in fishing activity and catch intensity in 2024—-2025.

11



ANNUAL CATCH ETIMATES — ARTISANAL

As shown in Table 6, the estimated artisanal catch for 2025 was dominated by Skipjack Tuna which accounted for
92.11% of the total catch with raised catch estimate of 2.45 mt. Yellowfin Tuna contributed smaller proportion of the
catch at 7.89%, with a raised catch estimate of 0.21 mt. The predominance of Skipjack Tuna in artisanal catches reflects
its availability in nearshore and offshore fishing grounds commonly accessed by small scale fishers. Information
presented is derived from artisanal logbook data and provides valuable insights into species composition and catch
trends within Samoa’s artisanal fisheries sector

RAISED CATCHES
VOLUME 0 245 0.21
PERCENTAGE 0 92.11 7.89

Table 6: Raised artisanal catch (mt) and percentage by key species; 2025

LICENSING AND FLEET STRUCTURE

1. NUMBER OF VESSELS BY GEAR TYPE AND SIZE
Samoa’s commercial fishing fleet comprises both domestic and, where applicable, chartered foreign fishing vessels
that are licensed to operate within Samoa’s EEZ under national fisheries legislation. Fishing vessels classified under
Class A are known as Alia catamarans range from 8 to 11 meters in length and are un-decked with outboard motors.
These fishing vessels fish offshore within the 24 nm and are engaged in surface trolling for skipjack tuna, longlining for
pelagic species and bottom fishing which target deep-water snappers which are an important part of Samoa’s oceanic
fisheries.

The commercial longline vessels ranges from 12.5 meters and over in length are classified under Class C to Class F.
However, Class A to Class E categorized as domestic fishing vessels while Class F is reserved for chartered foreign
fishing vessels licensed to fish in Samoa’s EEZ.

In 2025, a total of 82 domestic fishing vessel licenses were issued, representing an 11% increase from the 74 licenses
issued in 2024 (Table 7). This increase was primarily attributed to the continued expansion of the alia fleet (Class A),
which increased from 72 vessels in 2024 to 78 vessels in 2025. The domestic commercial longline fleet remained
relatively small, comprising 1 Class B vessel, 1 Class C vessel and 2 Class D vessels. No Class E vessels were licensed
during the reporting year. In addition, no chartered foreign fishing vessels were licensed to operate within Samoa's
EEZ in 2025 (Table 8)
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Gross Registered CLASS Length Fishing 2021

and Tonnage (Meters) Method
B >11-12.5 1 0 0 0 1
C >12.5-15 1 1 1 0 1
10-50 Longline
D >15-20.5 3 3 2 1 2
50-200 E >20.5 4 3 3 1 0

Table 7: Number of Samoan Fishing Vessels, by gear and size category, active in the WCPFC Convention Area; 2021-2025

Gross Registered CLAS Length Fishing FLAG 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
and Tonnage S (Meters) Method
Cook Islands 4 3 0 0 0
50 - 200 F >20.5m Longline
Vanuatu 4 10 11 0 0

Table 8: Number of Samoan Fishing Vessels, by gear and size category, active in the WCPFC Convention Area; 2021-2025

The reduction in larger commercial longline vessels over recent years reflects broader operational and economic
challenges facing Samoa's tuna industry, including increased operating costs, fuel prices and reduced commercial
viability. Nevertheless, domestic alia vessels continue to provide an important contribution to coastal livelihoods and
national food security.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS

The tuna fishery continues to play an important role in Samoa's economy by providing employment opportunities,
supporting food security and generating revenue through fisheries-related activities. While tuna exports have
historically contributed to fish export earnings, no tuna exports were undertaken in 2025 as the primary fishing
company prioritized supplying the domestic market while strengthening its financial position. Consequently, the
majority of tuna catches landed during the reporting period were sold locally, contributing to the availability of fresh
fish for domestic consumption and supporting local businesses within the fisheries value chain.

Revenue generated through the licensing of domestic fishing vessels, as well as fees associated with transshipment
authorizations and other port-related services provided to foreign fishing vessels, continued to contribute to the
fisheries sector and the national economy. Samoa remains an important service port within the region and there has
been a growing interest from incoming foreign vessels seeking to use our port for activities such as transshipment,
crew exchanges, re-provisional, and vessel maintenance. These activities directly benefit the local economy through
the purchase of fuel, temporary labor for assistance with unloadings, procurement of provisions and associated port
fees.

Samoa Fisheries continues to implement an integrated Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) programme
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through licensing, inspections, port monitoring, electronic reporting, observer deployments and VMS monitoring.
These activities support compliance with national legislation and WCPFC Conservation and Management Measures
while promoting the sustainable use of highly migratory fish stocks.

DISPOSAL OF CATCH

1. EXPORTS OF TUNA

Export data are provided to the Fisheries Division through export consignment records. As shown in Table 9, export
volumes in 2021 were relatively low, reflecting the direct impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and associated global
disruptions, which constrained fishing operations and market access. A recovery was evident in 2022, with export
volumes increasing compared to 2021, and this upward trend continued into 2023, when exports reached their highest
levels during the five-year reporting period.

However, the industry faced further setbacks in 2024, when one of the fish processing and export companies ceased
operations mid-year, leaving only one active exporter. The remaining company shifted its focus toward domestic sales
rather than exports, as the local market proved more cost effective and offered higher returns.

In 2025, no commercial tuna exports were recorded, representing a 100% decline relative to 2023 peak levels. The
discontinuation of exports underscores persistent economic challenges, including elevated fuel and freight costs,
inflationary pressures, and fluctuating international fish prices. It also highlights Samoa’s increasing reliance on the
domestic market, which has become critical for maintaining food security and sustaining local livelihoods.

Year 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

| TOTAL 2069 2720 2667 783 0 ‘

Table 9: Annual exports in metric tons; 2021-2025

NEW FISHERY DEVELOPMENT

In 2025, the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) supported Samoa’s fisheries sector by procuring solar edge units for
artisanal vessels, enabling improved monitoring of small-scale fishing operations and strengthening compliance with
reporting requirements. This initiative enhances Samoa’s capacity to quantify artisanal fishing effort and contributes
to more comprehensive national catch statistics.

In addition, Samoa also continued exploring opportunities to expand its national tuna fleet through potential re-
flagging arrangements. Any future developments will be subject to national fisheries policies, licensing requirements
and resource sustainability considerations.

Samoa continued preliminary work towards Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certification for its domestic tuna
fisheries. Achieving MSC certification would provide significant benefits, particularly in the context of current low
export volumes and reduced catch levels. Certification would also reinforce Samoa’s commitment to sustainability,
aligning national practices with global standards and supporting long-term economic resilience.

These developments are closely linked to Samoa’s governmental transition, as the Fisheries Division moves toward
becoming a standalone ministry. This elevation reflects the growing importance of fisheries to national development,
and positions Samoa to better coordinate technological innovation, fleet expansion, national and regional obligations
under a strengthened governance framework.
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RESEARCH AND STATISTICS

1. DATA COLLECTION AND VERIFICATION

Samoa continues its long standing partnership with the Pacific Community (SPC) in the collecting of tuna biological
samples from domestic fishing vessels. These biological samples are analyzed by SPC as part of regional research
initiatives aimed at improving the understanding of tuna movement patterns, distribution, growth, and population
dynamics. The information generated contributes to regional stock assessments and supports the sustainable
management of tuna resources throughout the Western and Central Pacific Ocean.

Fish Aggregating Device (FAD) monitoring activities also continued throughout 2025. Samoa Fisheries monitors
deployed FADs to improve food security, enhance economic opportunities for artisanal fishers, and promote safety at
sea by reducing travel time and fuel costs associated with locating fishing grounds. Information collected through FAD
monitoring assists in evaluating the effectiveness and utilization of these devices by local fishing communities.

Logsheet coverage of 100% was achieved in 2025. This achievement was largely facilitated through the use of onboard
electronic reporting applications, which enable vessel captains to submit catch and effort data in a timely and efficient
manner. The adoption of electronic reporting has significantly improved data availability, reporting compliance, and
data quality, ensuring that accurate information is available for fisheries monitoring, management, and reporting
purposes. The continued use of electronic reporting has significantly reduced reporting delays and strengthened the
accuracy and completeness of fisheries statistics.

Port sampling activities also continued throughout the year and remain an important component of Samoa’s fisheries
data collection activities. Data collected through port sampling and vessel logsheets continue to serve as the primary
source of information on catch and effort for tuna and associated bycatch species harvested within Samoa’s EEZ.
Standardized data collection forms developed under the SPC and Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA)
framework are utilized to ensure consistency with regional reporting requirements. All data collected are verified,
processed, and stored within the TUFMAN 2 database, a cloud-based fisheries information management system
hosted by SPC.

In addition to port sampling activities, Samoa also conducted market surveys at the two main fish markets located at
Savalalo and Salelologa. The information collected includes data on species composition, fish length, prices, quantities,
and fishing areas. These data provide valuable insights into the supply chain of tuna, by-catch and deep water
snappers, and the economic value of oceanic fisheries resources. The information supports national fisheries
reporting, contributes to stock monitoring efforts, and assists fisheries managers in understanding the social and
economic importance of fisheries to local communities. Market survey data are entered into the national fisheries
database for long-term storage, analysis, and reporting.

Data collection from the artisanal fisheries sector also continued through the distribution of artisanal logbooks to
fishers operating from various landing sites around the country. Given the dispersed nature of artisanal fishing
activities, comprehensive monitoring remains challenging; however, data collection is conducted at the main Fisheries
Wharf, where the majority of commercial and artisanal landings occur.

Collectively, these data collection activities form the foundation of Samoa’s fisheries monitoring system, providing

essential information for national management, regional reporting obligations, scientific assessments, and the
sustainable utilization of oceanic fisheries resources.
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2. OBSERVER PROGRAMME

At the end of 2025, Samoa had eight certified fisheries observers, comprising five male and three female observers.
All certified observers are authorized fisheries officers who perform observer duties in addition to their designated
roles and responsibilities. While female participation within the programme continues to increase, operational
deployment opportunities remain constrained by the demanding living and working conditions associated with
commercial fishing vessels.The Samoa National Observer Programme remains a critical component of Monitoring,
Control and Surveillance (MCS) framework, providing independent and reliable data on fishing operations, catch
composition, bycatch interactions, and compliance with fisheries regulations. Observer-collected data contribute
significantly to fisheries stock assessments, scientific research, and the development of evidence-based management
measures at both national and regional levels.

During 2025, a total of four observer trips were conducted on domestic longline fishing vessels. These trips resulted
in an observer coverage rate of 7.27% by trips and achieved the regional target of 5% observer coverage by fishing
days. Although coverage targets were met, the number of observer trips conducted remains limited due to the fact
that all certified observers are authorized fisheries officers whose primary responsibilities often restrict their
availability for deployment at sea.

Recognizing the importance of strengthening observer coverage and enhancing the quality of fisheries data collection,
Samoa continues to work towards becoming a member of the Regional Observer Programme (ROP). Membership in
the ROP would provide access to regional observer standards; training opportunities, certification pathways, and a
larger pool of certify observers, while also strengthening Samoa’s ability to meet regional monitoring and compliance
obligations under the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC). Samoa remains committed to
improving observer coverage, ensuring high-quality observer data, and supporting the sustainable management of
tuna fisheries within its EEZ.
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ADDENDUM TO ANNUAL REPORT PART 1

8 April 2024!

SECTION A: SPECIFIC INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED IN ANNUAL REPORT PART 1 AS REQUIRED BY
CMMS AND OTHER DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSION.

CMM 2009-03
[Swordfish], Para 8

Samoa’s national fleet do not have any catches for Swordfish from S of 20°S

Flag Yr Vessels | SwoN SwoMt

WS 2021 0 0 0
WS 2022 0 0 0
WS 2023 0 0 0
WS 2024 0 0 0
WS 2025 0 0 0

*Note: WCPFC11 confirmed a common understanding that “total catch” in this reporting
requirement refers to both targeted and bycatch catches of swordfish.

AUDIT POINT [RP] The Secretariat confirms that the CCM submitted the required
information contained in the template in Annex 2 of CMM in its AR Pt 1.

Observer coverage

Not Applicable — Samoa is not a member of the ROP

(WCPFC 11

decision — para

484(b))
Not Applicable - Samoa does not have any flagged vessels listed on WCPFC RFV that were
authorized to conduct Transshipment activities during the reporting year

CMM 2009-06 AUDIT POINT [RP] The Secretariat confirms receipt by the CCM in AR Pt 1 of the required

[Transshipment],
Para 11 (ANNEX 1)

information in the prescribed format contained at Annex Il of CMM 2009-06, and
confirms that the report includes the required information for all CCM transhipment
events in the Convention Area of all HMFS covered by the Convention, as well as HMFS
taken in the Convention Area and transhipped outside the Convention Area, in
accordance with paras 10, 11, and 12 of CMM 2009-06.

! Reporting requirements requested by CMMs and decisions of the Commission, as of WCPFC20 (Dec 2023). First
issued on 8 April 2024. Changes made from Addendum for 2022 include the revised CMM 2023-03 for North
Pacific Swordfish and WCPFC20 Agreed Audit Points.



https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2009-03
https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/9044
https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/9044
https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/9044
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2009-06

CMM 2011-03
[Impact of PS
fishing on
cetaceans], Para 5

Not Applicable — Samoa does not have any flagged purse seiners

AUDIT POINT [RP] Secretariat confirms that CCM submitted a report on instances in
which cetaceans have been encircled by the purse seine nets of flagged vessels and as
reported in ARPt1 under para 2(b) of CMM.

CMM 2018-03
[Seabirds] Para 13

There were no interactions with seabirds within Samoa’s EEZ reported and recorded in
2025

AUDIT POINT [RP] The Secretariat confirms that CCM submitted a report using the
reporting template in Annex 2 of CMM 2018-03 on seabird interactions reported or
collected by observers.

SECTION B: ADDITIONAL ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS THAT COULD BE INCLUDED IN ANNUAL
REPORT PART 1, IF NOT OTHERWISE REPORTED ANNUALLY TO WCPFC

CMM 2006-04
[South West
striped Marlin],
Para4

Flag Year Vessels Number Weight
WS 2021 8 0 0

WS 2022 4 0 0

WS 2023 8 2 0.5
WS 2024 4 2 0.05
WS 2025 3 4 0.125

AUDIT POINT [RP] The Secretariat confirms that the CCM submitted in its ARPt1:

a. the number of its flagged vessels that fished for MLS south of 155 between 2001-2004 and has
nominated the maximum number of its flagged vessels that are permitted to continue to fish for MLS
south of 155

b. the catch levels of CCM flagged vessels that have taken MLS as a bycatch

The number and catch levels of its vessels fishing for MLS south of 15S.

CMM 2015-02
[South Pacific
Albacore] Para 4

Addressed through the regular provision of operational/effort logsheet data to SPC, who
automatically include these data in the WCPFC databases, as per our authorization

AUDIT POINT [RP] The Secretariat confirms that the CCM submitted information on annual
catch levels by its flagged vessels taking SP Albacore, as well as the number of CCM flagged
vessels actively fishing for SP Albacore south of 20S, with catch levels reported by species
groups.



https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2011-03
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2018-03
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2006-04
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2015-02

CMM 2019-03
[North Pacific
Albacore], Para
3

Not applicable — Samoa does not have any flagged vessels fishing for North Pacific Albacore in
the Convention Area North of the equator

AUDIT POINT [RP] The Secretariat confirms that CCM submitted a report of information on
catch and effort by CCM flagged vessels engaged in directed fishing for NP albacore north of
the equator, by gear type and days fished (effort) and by weight (catch), using the template
at Annex 1 of CMM 2019-03.

CMM 2023-03
[North Pacific
Swordfish], para
4

Not Applicable — Samoa does not have any flagged vessels fishing for North Pacific Swordfish
in the Convention Area North of the equator



https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2019-03
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2023-03
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