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ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMISSION  

PART 1: INFORMATION ON FISHERIES, RESEARCH AND STATISTICS  

 
   

Purpose: To provide relevant information to the Commission on fishing activities of 

CCMs and cooperating non-CCMs, including management and compliance issues. The 
report should include all fishing activities for highly migratory species being undertaken 

within the Convention Area as required by the Convention and decisions by the 
Commission.   

PART 1.  INFORMATION ON FISHERIES, RESEARCH AND STATISTICS  

(Summary information for the previous year, complementary to data submitted1)  

  

Part 1 of the Annual Report is due one-month prior to the annual regular session of 

the Scientific Committee.  

  

Part 1 of the Annual Report shall include the following, completed box at the front of 

the report.  

Scientific data was provided to the Commission 

in accordance with the decision relating to the 

provision of scientific data to the Commission by 

30 April 2026.   

  

YES 

If no, please indicate the reason(s) and intended actions:      N/A 

  

  

 

 

 

 
1 Catch/effort and scientific data in un-aggregated form supplied separately to the Commission in 

accordance with Scientific Data to be provided to the Commission.  



 

ANNUAL FISHERIES INFORMATION  

  

Essential information  

I  

Annual catch and 

effort by primary 

species and gear in the 

WCPFC Convention 

Area  

The annual catches in metric tons by the Salvadoran fleet 

in the WCPFC Convention Area in 2025, by species, are 

as follows: 

 

• Skipjack: 2,116 metric tons  

• Yellowfin: 344 metric tons 

• Bigeye: 482 metric tons. 

 

In addition, a table showing El Salvador’s catches over the 

past 5 years is attached. 

 

The catches shown correspond to the 29 days of fishing in 

international waters, plus the fishing days that El Salvador 

purchased from CMM to fish in its exclusive economic 

zones. 

II  

Number of vessels by 

gear type and size 

(fleet structure)  

In 2025, El Salvador continued to fish in the WCPFC 

Convention Area with the following vessels and their 

respective characteristics:  

 

•    Montelucia, 91.9 meters in length 

•    Monterocío: 78.8 meters in length 

•    Montelape: 78.39 meters in length 

 

All three vessels used only purse seine gear. 

III  Fishing patterns (catch 

by time/area)  

The three purse seine fishing vessels (Montelucia, Montelape, 

and Monterocío) that have been operating in the Convention 

Area within the RMFO in recent years. As in previous years, 

Kiribati’s EEZ is the primary fishing area, even yielding higher 

catches than international waters in some years (2021 and 2023); 

however, in 2025, the catch volume for the three species did not 

even reach 10% of that in previous years (see Table 3). Due to 

our abundant catches in 2024, the Cook Islands were not 

considered an alternative fishing area. The overlap zone 

contributed to the total catch this time.  

 

In addition to the increase in yellowfin tuna catches mentioned 

earlier in this document, the fleet has also reported that, in the 

vast majority of cases, the weight of the caught fish is less than 

9 kg per fish. It is important to compare these data with 

information from other flag states to identify any trend toward 

smaller adult fish. According to reports, these factors are 

evident, in most cases, in yellowfin and bigeye tuna. 



 

IV  

Estimated total catches 

of non-target, 

associated and 

dependent species (if 

available)   

Estimated catch of non-target species in 2025, discards: 

•    BUM: 0.1 metric ton 

•    FAL: 2.65 metric tons 

•    OCS: 0.14 metric ton 

•    SPN: 0.12 metric ton 

 

Data for previous years is not available. 

Useful information  

V  

Starting in 2025, El Salvador will deploy a vessel to fish in the WCPFC Convention 

Area, for which it plans to purchase fishing licenses from coastal states.  

 

The target species for the Salvadoran fleet are tropical tunas (skipjack, yellowfin, 

and bigeye). 

 

All landings take place in ports, and in the event of transshipments, these must be 

carried out under strict controls by the port states; transshipments on the high seas 

are prohibited. 

VI  The fish caught by the Salvadoran fleet in the WCPFC Convention Area creates jobs 

directly on board the vessels, ensures food and nutritional security, and supports a 

processing plant operating in Puerto de La Unión, El Salvador, which serves as a 

pillar of social and economic development for the country. 

VII  Catches from the WCPFC Convection Zone are usually landed frozen at the port of 

La Unión in El Salvador, where they are processed and subsequently sold in 

domestic, regional, and European markets, either as canned fish, fillets, or frozen 

(without further processing). 

VIII  El Salvador has only one tuna processing plant, located in the city of La Unión, at 

the Southeast of the country. 

IX  El Salvador plans to continue operating at least three vessels, benefiting coastal 

countries through the purchase of fishing licenses. 

  

RESEARCH AND STATISTICS  

  

X  The on-board observer coverage rate for the Salvadoran tuna purse-seine fleet 

operating in the WCPFC is 100%, and the data collected is submitted to the WCPFC 

Secretariat. No Salvadoran vessel fishes without an observer on board. 

 

Catches of tropical tuna—including skipjack, yellowfin, and bigeye—are unloaded 

at the port of La Unión in El Salvador, where they are weighed and sorted by size; 

this unloading is validated by El Salvador’s fisheries and customs authorities, which 

issue the corresponding certification. 

XI  To this date, El Salvador has not conducted any scientific research in the WCPFC 

Convention Area. 

XII  Every vessel in the Salvadoran fleet is required to record information on each fishing 

trip in its fishing log; the catches reported by each vessel are treated as estimates; 

the actual weight is determined upon unloading, when the catch is sorted and 



 

weighed, and this information is then compared with the data in the fishing logs to 

verify that the estimates fall within the permissible margins of error, as documented 

in a report.  

 

Based on the final unloading report, catch certificates are issued for each fishing trip, 

and this information is forwarded to the statistics department of the Salvadoran Blue 

Economy Authority. 

XIII  During the unloading of tropical tuna, the catch is sorted by species, size range, 

and weight. In addition, the total bycatch is weighed. 

  



 

Tabular Annual Fisheries Information – El Salvador para los años 20221-2025  

  

The following table shows the suggested captions for the tables and figures required in 

Annual Report Part 1 covering Annual Fisheries Information.   

  

Suggested Table / Figure caption  

Table 1. Annual catch and effort estimate for the Salvadoran fleet, by purse seine  

and primary species, for the WCPFC Convention Area, for years 2021 to 2025. 

 
Species 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Volume in Metric Tons 

skipjack 3,010 2,183 3,251 4,407 2,116 

yellowfin 609 412 210 874 344 

bigeye 1,424 1,275 442 416 482 

TOTAL 5,043 3,870 3,903 5,697 2,942 
 

 

Figure 1 Historical annual catch for the Salvadoran fleet, by purse seine and 

 primary species, for the WCPFC Convention Area presented as a line graph. Metric Tons 
 

 

 

Figure 2 Historical annual vessel numbers for the Salvadoran fleet, by purse seine 

 for the WCPFC Convention Area presented as a line graph 
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Table 2. Number of Salvadoran fleet vessels, by purse seine, active in the WCPFC 

Convention Area, for years 2021 to 2025. 

 

Vessel 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Montelape Inactive Inactive Inactive Inactive Active 

Montelucia Active Active Active Active Active 

Monterocío Active Active Active Active Active 
 

Table 3. Preliminary catch numbers of Salvadoran fleet vessels, by purse seine,  

active according to geographical location in the WCPFC Convention Area, for years 2021 to 2025. 

CATCH ESTIMATES FOR 2025 PERIOD (MT) 

WCPFC AREA SKIPJACK YELLOWFIN BIG EYE TOTAL 

CATCH CATCH % CATCH % CATCH % 

HIGH SEAS 1881 66.16 337 74.23 435 59.10 2653 

KIRIBATI EEZ 245 8.62 16 3.52 44 5.98 305 

OVERLAP ZONE 717 25.22 101 22.25 257 34.92 1075 

TOTAL 2843 100 454 100 736 100 4033 
        

CATCH ESTIMATES FOR 2024 PERIOD (MT) 

WCPFC AREA SKIPJACK YELLOWFIN BIG EYE TOTAL 

CATCH CATCH % CATCH % CATCH % 

HIGH SEAS 2,244 50.09 88 37.45 218.00 34.88 2550 

COOK EEZ 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 

KIRIBATI EEZ 2,236 49.91 147 62.55 407.00 65.12 2790 

TOTAL 4480 100 235 100 625 100 5340 
        

CATCH ESTIMATES FOR 2023 PERIOD (MT) 

WCPFC AREA SKIPJACK YELLOWFIN BIG EYE TOTAL 

CATCH CATCH % CATCH % CATCH % 

HIGH SEAS 971.00 29.87 109.00 51.90 240.00 54.30 1320 

COOK EEZ 52.00 1.60 10.00 4.76 3.00 0.68 65 

KIRIBATI EEZ 2,228.00 68.53 91.00 43.33 199.00 45.02 2518 

TOTAL 3251 100 210 100 442 100 3903 
        

CATCH ESTIMATES FOR 2022 PERIOD (MT) 

WCPFC AREA SKIPJACK YELLOWFIN BIG EYE TOTAL 

CATCH CATCH % CATCH % CATCH % 

HIGH SEAS 1,330.00 60.93 219.00 53.16 526.00 41.25 2075 

KIRIBATI EEZ 853.00 39.07 193.00 46.84 749.00 58.75 1795 

TOTAL 2183 100 412 100 1275 100 3870 
        

CATCH ESTIMATES FOR 2021PERIOD (MT) 

WCPFC AREA SKIPJACK YELLOWFIN BIG EYE TOTAL 

CATCH CATCH % CATCH % CATCH % 



 

HIGH SEAS 1412.00 46.93 294.00 48.28 728.00 51.12 2434 

KIRIBATI EEZ 1597.00 53.07 315.00 51.72 696.00 48.88 2608 

TOTAL 3009 100 609 100 1424 100 5042 
 

           

Observed annual estimated catches of species of special interest (seabird, turtle and 

marine mammals) by gear for the [National fleet], in the WCPFC Convention 

Area, for years [x-5] to [x-1] to the extent available.  

 

No catches of species of special interest were reported in 2025. 

 
Table 4. Annual estimate of bycatch associated with tropical tuna fishing in 2025. 

 

Species Metric Tons 

BUM 0.1 

FAL 2.65 

OCS 0.14 

SPN 0.12 
 

Table 5.  Estimated annual coverage of operational catch/ effort, port sampling and 

observer data for the [National fleet], by gear, active in the WCPFC 

Convention Area, by gear, for years [x-5] to [x-1].  
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8 April 20242  

SECTION A: SPECIFIC INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED IN ANNUAL REPORT PART 1 AS 

REQUIRED BY CMMS AND OTHER DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSION.  
 

 
 

CMM 2009-03 
[Swordfish], 
Para 8 

El Salvador does not seek the capture of Swordfish in the WCPFC area and our vessels are 
not allowed in their licenses to capture this target catch. 

AUDIT POINT [RP] The Secretariat confirms that the CCM submitted the required 
information contained in the template in Annex 2 of CMM in its AR Pt 1. 

 
Observer 
coverage 
(WCPFC 11 
decision – para 
484(b) ) 

El Salvador does not possess a long liner in the RFMO area, thus not observer coverage for a 
longline fleet activity is subject to consideration. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Reporting requirements requested by CMMs and decisions of the Commission, as of WCPFC20 (Dec 2023).  First issued on 8 April 
2024.  Changes made from Addendum for 2022 include the revised CMM 2023-03 for North Pacific Swordfish and WCPFC20 Agreed 

Audit Points.  

  

  

ADDENDUM TO   ANNUAL REPORT PART 1   

https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2009-03
https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/9044
https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/9044
https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/9044
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CMM 2009-06 
[Transshipment], 
Para 11 (ANNEX 
II) 

 
El Salvador does not allow its vessels to execute transshipment activities at the high 
seas in the WCPFC unless in cases of emergencies once having the authorization of 
the Secretariat. 

 

CMM 2011-03 
[Impact of PS 
fishing on 
cetaceans], Para 
5 

 
AUDIT POINT [RP] Secretariat confirms that CCM submitted a report on instances in which 
cetaceans have been encircled by the purse seine nets of flagged vessels and as reported in 
ARPt1 under para 2(b) of CMM. 
 
Salvadoran flagged vessels in their ledgers nor by the observers´ reports did not mentioned 
encountering whales in their purse sein nets.  
  

 
CMM 2018-03 
[Seabirds] Para 
13 

Salvadoran purse sein vessels do not interact with seabirds.  
 
AUDIT POINT [RP] The Secretariat confirms that CCM submitted a report using the reporting 
template in Annex 2 of CMM 2018-03 on seabird interactions reported or collected by 
observers. 

 

 

 

https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2009-06
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2011-03
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2018-03
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SECTION B: ADDITIONAL ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS THAT COULD BE INCLUDED IN 

ANNUAL REPORT PART 1, IF NOT OTHERWISE REPORTED ANNUALLY TO WCPFC 

 

CMM 2006- 
04 [South 
West striped 
Marlin], Para 
4 

El Salvador does not operate in the area and thus has not South West striped Marlin 
as an objective catch.  

 
AUDIT POINT [RP] The Secretariat confirms that the CCM submitted in its ARPt1: 
a. the number of its flagged vessels that fished for MLS south of 15S between 2001-2004 and 
has nominated the maximum number of its flagged vessels that are permitted to continue to 
fish for MLS south of 15S 
b. the catch levels of CCM flagged vessels that have taken MLS as a bycatch 
the number and catch levels of its vessels fishing for MLS south of 15S. 

CMM 2015- 
02 
[South 
Pacific 
Albacore] 
Para 4 

El Salvador does not operate in the area and thus has not South Pacific albacore as an 
objective catch.  
 

AUDIT POINT [RP] The Secretariat confirms that the CCM submitted information on 
annual catch levels by its flagged vessels taking SP Albacore, as well as the number of 
CCM flagged vessels actively fishing for SP Albacore south of 20S, with catch levels 
reported by species groups. 

CMM 2019- 
03 [North 
Pacific 
Albacore], 
Para 3 

El Salvador does not operate in the area and thus has not albacore as an objective 
catch.  

AUDIT POINT [RP] The Secretariat confirms that CCM submitted a report of 
information on catch and effort by CCM flagged vessels engaged in directed fishing for 
NP albacore north of the equator, by gear type and days fished (effort) and by 

weight (catch), using the template at Annex 1 of CMM 2019-03. 

CMM 2023- 
03 [North 
Pacific 
Swordfish], 
para 4 

All CCMs shall report annually to the WCPFC Commission all catches of North Pacific 
swordfish in the Area and all fishing effort in those fisheries as well as catch and effort 
across the North Pacific subject to the measures in paragraph 2, by gear type using the 
template provided in Annex 1.  
 

Same as in the case of the North Pacific Albacore, El Salvador does not operate in 

the area and thus has not the swordfish as an objective catch. 

https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2006-04
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2006-04
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2015-02
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2015-02
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2019-03
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2019-03
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2023-03
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2023-03
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