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Pur pose
1. This paper

high seas p
Annual Repo

provides an annual summary of avail abl
ocket areas within t WEPWCERRC-2C2028%e RPOI
rt on the Eastern High Seas Pocket S
on
c

i nformat on ot her high seas pocket s, including
Il nspecton act wiitny,s ahSdP 1t haer rRamigleinpent wunder CMM 202
2. To meet an earlier reportng deadline, as reigsuest

prelimimavagdleaebtt @ t heprperpoaxhimsigtryepdrt to the Annual
Report Part 2 dethel icmeshnidbligss imapmwerdt eqn t he most
available to theoBewyretagranhthy tboetheeend of 202
and informaton for 2025 are reported.

Key messages

a.Overall, the catch from t herempri gdensterag PWBckfettshe s
and 1.4% of the recent (2022 to 2024) <catch.

b.HSP1 remains the main purse seine fshing area am

fagged to the Philippines account for al most al
yell owfn tuna the nmnai M2 0plwr,s e usresien es eciantec c.atihn i n
20, @2®Q 00O tonnes a year, wi t h hi gher catches i
monitoring because it is subject to the Philippi

At achment 2.
c. HSP2 has shifed from historically high purse sei

high vessel presence. Before 2008, purse seine cC:
seine catch has @cectewi tvyeriys Ilmavi. nICyurilremgl! i ne, wi th
l ongline catch. VMS density remains highest in F

in catch-and-efort data al one.



d.VMS data provide important addi tonal i nformaton
i mportant for HSP3a and HSPG6a, where routne r ai s
areas. VMS data also ghow sawvweiral andhbsehlher pack
HSP3a and HSP6a.

e.HSP3a and HSP6a cannot yet be fully described us
efort for HSP3a are included within |13 and catct
relatvely high | omglhianse |doemesri tbyut wheillaet vVHES 6 con s i
data showing actvity in both pockets, supports
consideraton of whether these areas should be se

f HSPI1 8 and HSPI 9 have | ower overall actvity and a
al bacore tuna. HSPI 8 has relatvely few vessel s, \
and bunker actvithy tioncSepatseémbge rf.r om Mar c

g.Carrier, bunker and support vessel actvity shou
actvites may indicate fshing-related support ac
partcularly in areas gucbmasnbBSRRgiwhdesepVME Hews

h.High Seas Boarding and I nspecton actvity varies
l imited in earlier years and | ow in 2020, before
increased inspecton, awhivlid yHS ll & 0r2edc carndde &2 0a2 5ma r Kk e
generally recorded more inspecton actvity than H
i.lntegrated monitoring is important for wunderstan
do not provide a complete picture of actvity in
and support-vesseedindéoumadeont ame hekeing and rel
seas pockets.

j Future reportng could beneft from more structur e
together with the EHSP-SMA report and the WCPFC/
approach to monitor i ngaphiaghe asse a sT hp osc kvieadur radn sles Soviresrt
identfy changes in feet actvity, MCS priorites,
areas

|l ntroducton

3.Hi &le 9 c k(eHSIP &48s pe mb a b g earrerna n gfeorB nt it p midnfaroensabllh i Ic le e d

fshin
arran
prior
4. Thi s
i nfor
S MA.
seas
overl

Scope

5.Withi
areas

g vessels operatng as CaMM r200Rp,F Da&s Coentmi gsti oinn
gement according to the CMM' s review schedul €
itsed for CCM MCS actvites based on intellig
report, frst provided to TCC20 at the inite
mat on to provide insights into fshing and rel

The reportoits TG@GC€Cemndednsiodsmugptpon of trends,
pocket areas oTlher S¢e hiraemt arhieatEHWEPI-ISMAepor t or
ap area through its annual reporsangntso the C

of the Report

n the WCPFC Conventon Area there are seven ar
(High Seas Pocket 1 and 2, and areas |18 and


https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2025-02

of the WCPFC. The Pacifc Community (SPC) divides t

of which (13, | 6, and 1 7) include high seas pocke
efort dat a, howewert,hitnh el 3s,e plabr,ataendarlefasare not di s
derived by SPC.

.For future reportng, it would be helpful to asse:
currently combined high seas areas (I 3, I 6, and |
those high seas pecketsead3hngl mayelbecvamt where en
movements, feet actvity, CCM compliance monitoring
feet behaviour.

.Exampl es of such emerging factors include cli mate
designaton of areas under the I nternatonal Seabed
Conventon on the LaweobVatber &erd SBusthen&hbl e Use o
Areas Beyond Natonal Jurisdicton (BBNJ Agreement)
help identfy and consider the i mpliesaetbnacoivitliyes:
areas. This has | ed the Secretariat to consider t
reportng on high seas actvites and trends.
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Catch amMal0 E4 odat a)

8.0verall, catch from the high seas pockets is 1
catch and 1.4% of the recent catch (2022 to 20
catch from HSPB8@araen dn oHS Pi6dae nat's€f aat bcl he’ chiyh e HZe t SP C

9.Si mi t awlkhg, niot possible to identfy /alilOKt e Wiy
F2NJ RA adiaNRad deoe2ty hel d by the SPC. Data from th
included in | 6; data from the high seas pocket
from the high seas pocket surr ounTdheids bayg g rheeg a\te
has hindered detail edagmgalegaitddofbet lonne drye asn.

| ogsheet data, having an accessible raised da
and efort reportng would be wuseful. I n addito
Tasman Sea,htdofe Me waavdnatrlhends mal Forarpar pes esv o f
report, catch and efort data are reported for

(HSP2), high seas pocket 18 (HSPI8) and high
h

10For the | ongline fshery, the highest catch has:s
was yellowfn tuna (Figure 3). Since the mid-2
catch in HSP2 increased t hrOosuyghbutth eh a2s0 0sOi sn caen da
Hi storical catch in tWwWishpakckatowasdomshhyngwb
Simil arydlol dvstPdlr,t makéy up mositn ofSPt2Zhe <cat ch

11HSPI 8 and HSPI 9 have | ow |l evels of catch (Fig
both HSPI 8 and HSPI 9, more recent cpblabhds have

' ine catch of skipjack tuna is |l ow and sporadi
12Purse seine catch in HSP2 was high before 2008
purse seine catch has been very |l ow (Figure 2
deci sions of WCPFC and the PRrtes to 20@8 Napu
catch in HSP1 was also high, but has been rel a

t hen. Purse seine catch in HSPI 8 and HSPI 9 i s
13Figure 4 and Figure 5 provide the catch by f

respectvel y. Longline catch in HSP1 and HSP2 |
HSPI 8 and HSPI 9 catch was taken by Chinese Ta
the mid-2010s, and by Chi na -ilni nree cceanttc hy eiasr st.a k/
Prior to 2010 the purse seine catch in HSP1
amounts by several other feets. Since 2010 mo:
seine feet

14Fi gure 6 and Figure 7 show the fshing efort i
each high seas pocket area. These data | argel.y
seine days were estmat edonfgrloimm et hdea traa idsoe dn odta t hae
presented. Data for the longline vessels were
Tables secton of this paper in Table 1 to Tab

and purse seine vessels.

VMS dat a

150veral |, the VMS data show that vessel densite
are also high in the high seas pocket east of
south of Japan (HSP6a). They83are | owest in HSI



16The purse seine vessel density is highest in }
(Figure 9). As there has been very Ilitle purse
is not fully explained bryefeattcht raamd i @fnagr,t odoaetre
or other non-fshing actvity. This density is |
area is constrained in this ar ewhidahe proo Hiilkcietn c
seine catch in that area (see TCC21-2025-RPO03

high in HSP1 and very | ow in HSPI 8 and HSPI 9.

17The density of I ongline VMS data is relatvely

Catch (tons)

high seas pockets (Figure 10). Overall, the p:
in the northeast of HSP3aegseélgudendil)es Ban&e'l
northeast of HSP2 and throughout HSP1 (Figure
western area of HSP1, with | ow densites in th
13) .
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High Seas Pocket Catch - species

Longline Pole-and-line Purse seine
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Catch (tons)

High Seas Pocket Catch - flag
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High Seas Pocket Catch - flag
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1.00

0.75

0.50

0.25

0.00
1.00

0.75

0.50 1

Catch (tons)

0.50 1

0.25 1

0.00 1
1.00

0.75

0.50

0.25 1

0.00

1990

2000

2010 2020 1990 2000 2010 2020 1990 2000 2010
Year

CA3dzNB pY tNRBLERNb2y 27F OF (0K

2020

| 39204 SH

819%00d SH

61319¥00d SH

T 1404 SH



Days in area

High Seas Pocket Effort
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Proportion days in area
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Density VMS positions in the WCPFC high seas pockets 2012-2025
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Latitude

Density purse seine VMS positions in the WCPFC high seas pockets 2012-2025
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Density longline VMS positions in the WCPFC high seas pockets 2012-2025
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Density pole and line VMS positions in the WCPFC high seas pockets 2012-2025
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Latitude

Density carrier and bunker VMS positions in the WCPFC high seas pockets 2012-2025

Number of vessels

=~ 200

100

120°E

140°E

CA 3 dzNB

160°E 180°

Longitude

MHY 5S8Syaride

27T

16

160°W

+a{

140°W

LRAYG4A

120°W

F2NJ OF NNASNI |y

Pl



Latitude

Density support vessels VMS positions in the WCPFC high seas pockets 2012-2025
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+a{ RIFGI& LRO1TSG I{twm

18Fi gure Ad - 1 and Figure Ad - 2 show the annua
proporésmectvel y. I n HSP1, bunker vessel numbers
due to an increase in vessels fagged to Panama.
2019 and then declined back ofo tlheevsed sv eosbsseelrsv etdh r
tme period fagged to the Philippines. Longline v
relatvely constant. There are a few pole and I ir
NumeroupufCgE€®Msseine vessels fsh in HSP1 and the n
years with vessel numbers increasing to 2017, r

then declining afer 2022. Sa phhirlti prpeismseed s, wearl enoas
VMS data prior to 2016, but then increased to a
number without any apparent trend.

19The data by month in HSP1 shows few trends by feé

I+

N

+

bunker vessels, however, carrier and support ves
- August), longlinersddileelofmet Iséd iygdad yandwpudse t
the second quarter (Figure Ad - 3 and Figure Ad

a{ RFGF LR2O1SG I {tH

0The annual trends in vessel numbers and fag prop

Ad 6. For most vessel types, these data fuctuate
ecifc trends, with ewddadlngnwrmhb grhg | oyo rnt shir otuggrht It W

fsh carrier vessels fagged to Panama both increa
e

mont hly data show consistent vessel number s
urse seine vessel numbers increase slightly in
0 venymbiewsAustwi aalf Ef Aur & )CCNTaAgr oponrRtrealsat vel y
onsitshtreonugh the year, with the one stand-out b
ongliners in the Austral winter (June - August)

a{ RIFGOGF LXRO1TSG I {tol

20veral l, the number of vessels in HSP3a fuctuat e

proportons show some changes ,amdr ot mer Passel se
f aggeld ptam,| omhgil di snsed loasvi nc r epasoipmpgft @end algg ecchi nes e

Tai(prkiigureAd - 10). As is the case in other high
in vessels fagged to Panama. While only appearir
to the Philippines, witglgeadnd oveNasuglu.in 2019 and

3The monthly data for HSP3a do not fuctuate much

12). There is a slight decline in bunker and | or
seine vessels in the anddlieneoefvdahselyraappaad pol
summer (June - August).

a{ RIFGF L2O1SG I {tct

24Few vessels operate in HSP6a. Most are |l ongline

Figure Ad - 14). The number of vessels for most
area. Compared to othes hebat selay pormkiestsentHSPE:
30 in most years). Most vessels are fagged to J

18



carriers are |l argely fagged to Panama and Korea
Chinese Taipei

25The number of vessels by month varies, showing
March to June, and a decline in pole-and-Iline Vv
August) (Figure Ad - l5yealonglrensevessolropbay
September (Figure Ad - 16)

+a{ RIFIGIF LX2OTSG I {tLy

26HSPI 8 has few vessels operatng in that area. Mos
and Figure Ad - 18) . The number of l ongline ve:
numbers of fsh carriers, with none in 2023 and 2

27The number of vessels by month are variable for

di scernible trends by fag (Figure Ad - 20).

+a{ RIFGI& LRO1TSG I{tLp

28Vessel numbers in HSPI 9 are | ow. While there we
2014, since then the numbers have declined to a
HSPI 9 are fagged to ChinessgellTai pee Badgemdstoptuh
(Figure Ad - 22).

29Whi l e the annual trends in HSPI 9 are weak, t hi
l ongline vessels fagged to Chinese Taipei i ncr ea
at the beginning and end rd Ade- y2a)y. (IFin guomrt rAals
fsh carrier vessels are more frequently recorded

Hi gh seas boarding and inspectons

30Hi gh seas boarding and inspecton actvites have
undertaken by the Cook I sl ands, Fr aanncde ,t hJea plami,t €
States. The | ocaton of these actvites from 2014
actvites are shown by year in Figure Ad - 25. Tt
more in 2021 and 2022.

31l n HSP1, there were | ow numbers of inspectons ur
in 2022 and 2024 (Figure Ad - 26). Most of the i
to the Unitedt ®Btanes iamd2@b4me Most of the inspe:q
Philippines and Chinese Taipei

32Hi gh seas boarding and inspecton actvites in HSP
Framna Chinese Taipei (Figure Ad - 27). There w
2025. Most of the inspected vessels were fagged
i nspectng vessels are fropnedthensUnaltsead it ddretsg k ew
Chinese Taipei. The majority of inspecton report
Ad - 28). The inspectons undertaken in HSP6awer
i nspectangf ¥agges@dlt o Japan and Chinese Tai pei in 2

33ln HSPI 8, boarding and inspectons were undert ak:
with most inspectons on vessels fagged to China.
2025 (Figure Ad - 30). Aslparcdemsnweber unfdelb o arke |
most undertaken by inspecton vessels from France

19



vessels fagged to China and Chinese Taipei. The
pocket s.

34For more informaton on the nature of t hese case

boarding and PhsgLéeatonhHMeEpaHETC TNt NN

Philippines fshing vessels in high seas pocke:
35UndéMM 2025 h@2 Tropi cal Tuna CMM) and its predec
management arrangement in HSP1 (Atachment 2 of C
to the vessels fagged to the Philippine fshing i
36Catches by purse seine vessels fagged to the Ph
t me, catch increased and has been relatvely st al
mar ked increases in 2019 name¢azdz®24 s( Bugutrte hb)gheT
and skipjack tuna. Similarly, the efort was | ow

Latitude

consistent at about 2,500 days since then (inclu

Location of vessel inspections

Inspecting CCM
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FR

JP

KR

2 “

i : 9;‘ ® 1z
= % ol - v
s g ® us

60°S

120°E 140°E 160°E 180° 160°W 140°W 120°W 100°W
Longitude

CA3dzNBE mnY [20le2yada 2F KAIK aSta o02FNRAY3I yR AyalLlSoOs:

37Foves el Hotrd siedSP 1,V MSBhaets & otvh enb svte s ssefeshar rainedr s

suppvoerstsel s (80 %), with purse seine vessels acco
EEZs (50%) (mostly Palau), foll owed by HSP1 (47
HSP6a and some other high seascamrriasrs Soame odpp
have a HSP1 authorisaton with tH&AGEs Y&l 20§6SNDIC

20


https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/27185
https://cmm.wcpfc.int/measure/cmm-2025-02

t SNNYOArdEY G SNY | a2y | f.  CTAhd KA ynlla yt ScNdvehallitée some conf usi

anal yses. I n addit on, there are over 20 diferen
these vessels, suggestng some standardi saton may
38Tabl e 5 shows the vessels fagged to the Philippi
HSP1. Table 6 shows the number of vessels by ye
di ference between these otrwoe att @ml @ erse inmoft o rnceecse stst
actvity. Vessel actvity in this area can include
39Vessels entering and exitng HSP1 are required
Secretariat. These data for the vessels fagged
al so includes the numberisc otfe mi sa mtgs rtetpatr trsgav @ o

the mean duraton these vessels spent in HSP1l. Su
fsh carriers spend a shorter duraton. The WCPFC
the ®ihmés pto ensuring data are complete and accu

Recommendat ons

40TCC22 is invited to discuss whether the current
sufcient to support monidmd ihgturseiffahdérci ent @mamp
including harvest strategy i mplementaton. I n par
HSP6a andl 7r edeempomntent s should be separately ideé
reportng, and whether future Secretariat report

approach across the EHSBhSESMAheoWC®@FChHil A TE€easgept

21



Catch (tons)
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High Seas Pocket Effort
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Tabl es

¢rotsS my [eaéKé RFea Ay GKS 1 A3K {SIa
I{ t201Sd4 wm
aCNFM JP KWPG PH PW SB Tw U
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Pur se

201 0 0 0 5 0 5 9 0 0 0 2 48
201 0 0 0 5 0 3 3 0 0 0 5 27
202 0 0 0 14] 5 0 21 0 0 0 0 24
202 0 0 0 4 8 0 15 0 0 0 19 O
202 0 0 0 0 4 11| 16 0 0 0 14 O
202 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 1 32
202 O 0 0 0 0 8 9 0 0 6 0 0
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Year FiscalPurse Suppo Ot her

rie seine vesse
2013|37 21 1 2
2014|52 28 4 4
2015|46 25 8 4
2016|52 28 49 4
2017|860 37 108 0
2018| 71 31 104 0
2019|609 34 104 0
2020| 62 24 89 0
202167 26 91 0
2022|61 26 914 0
2023|46 20 8 2 0
2024|145 20 73 0
2025|37 21 6 8 0
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Year Bunk| Fi sh|Purs Supp Ot he

carr sein vess

2013|0 45 37 1 4
20140 59 39 6 5
2015|0 60 37 11 4
20160 68 50 52 4
2017|0 92 61 111 0
20180 87 53 107 0
20190 82 6 2 112 0
20200 71 49 93 0
2021|0 74 53 96 0
20220 67 43 97 0
2023]|0 54 36 85 0
20241 55 44 100 0
2025|0 76 52 140 0
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Ot her 3 239. |1 1 0 0
2015|Purse 923 184. 4

Support79 213.1]26 19

vesse

Fi sh qd 77 18. 010 24 3 3

Ot her 2 74 0 0 2 0
2016|Purse 929 106 . 21

Supportgl102 |(241. |26 33

vesse

Fi sh qd 76 62. 339 41 1 2
2017|Purse ¢33 23.9]/59 71 5

Suppor 38 283. |14 12

vesse

Fi sh d 84 20. 9149 67 9 8
2018/ Purse ¢33 62. 4|10 4 4 13 23

Support100 |199. |23 32 1

vesse

Fi sh qd 76 22.0[18 914 11 8
2019|Purse 929 172. 24

Suppor 97 476. |20 67 3

vesse

Fi sh 468 34.9|39 52 9 15
2020|Purse 925 208.

Supportl7 258.

vesse

Fi sh d70 20. 319 23 1 0
2021|Purse 927 187.

Suppor 97 281. |20 27 1 0

vesse

Fi sh qd 66 30.8|24 34 1 2
2022|Purse 420 180.

Support79 342. 115 56 10

vesse

Fi sh qd49 21. 4|26 6 5 23 10
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2023|Purse 18 154. 2
Supporté6i4 296 . 21 14
vessel
Fish cgb5 18. 9|51 59 4 24

2024|Pur se 23 188. |11
Suppor 81 197. |4 26
vessel
Fish cg63 17.2(10 19 2 1

2025|Purse 119. 0
Support38 72. 3 21
vessel

31




Additional Figures

Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 1
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304

150

20
100

Flag

BLZ [ PAN
M cin M PHL
M cok M pPnG
Hri M RUS
" rsm M sGP
W on M swB
e M SLE

KR M TUV
M kor B TWN
[ 1BR M USA
B MHL  VNM
W v W vt

NRU

Pole and line

5
4
24
: iu
14

N M oT w oo~ o

25

Number of vessels

8 5 8§ 8 3 8
& &8 &8 8 8 8

50

Years

CA3ddzNBE 'R 1m MY bdzYoSN) 2F @gSaasSta NBLR2Nby3I lyydztte G2 GKS 2/t cC/

32



Bunker

Proportion of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 1

Fish carrier

Longliner

1.00

0.75 9

0.50

0.25

0.00

Purse seiner

1.00

075

Proportion

0.25 9

0.00

Others

Support vessel

1.00

0.75

0.50

0.25

0.00

2012
2013
2014
2015
2018

CA 3 dzNB

2017

2018
2019
2020

R m

2021

Pole and line
88 3 8
8 8 R 8§
Years
HY tNRLR2ZNbZ2Y 2F @gSaasSfta

33

~ ® 2 9 oz o o®m 3 9
5 5 5 8 88 8§ 8§ 8
&8 8 R &8 8 8 8 R &

NB L2 Nb y 3

Flag

BLZ [ PAN
chHnN Il PHL
cok M PNG
FJ M RUS
Fsm M scP
DN M sLB
JPN M sLE
KR M TUV
KorR I TwN
LR M UsA
B vHL VM
W vt W vt
NRU

I yydz f¢te@

U2



Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS

in High Seas Pocket 1
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Proportion of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 1
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Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS

in High Seas Pocket 2
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Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 2
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Proportion of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 2
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Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 3a
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Proportion of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 3a
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Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 3a
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Number of vessels

CA 3dzNB

Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS

in High Seas Pocket 6a
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Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 6a
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Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS

in High Seas Pocket 8
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Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 8
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Proportion of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 8
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Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS

Bunker

in High Seas Pocket 9
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Number of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 9

Bunker Fish carrier Longliner
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Proportion of vessel flags reporting to the WCPFC VMS
in High Seas Pocket 9

Bunker Fish carrier Longliner
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Location of vessel inspections
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HSBI boarding reports in HSBI boarding reports - inspected vessel in
High Seas Pocket 1 High Seas Pocket 1
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Number of inspection reports
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HSBI boarding reports in
High Seas Pocket 2
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HSBI boarding reports - inspected vessel in
High Seas Pocket 2
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HSBI boarding reports in HSBI boarding reports - inspected vessel in

High Seas Pocket 3a High Seas Pocket 3a
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HSBI boarding reports in HSBI boarding reports - inspected vessel in
High Seas Pocket 6a High Seas Pocket 6a
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HSBI boarding reports in HSBI boarding reports - inspected vessel in
High Seas Pocket 8 High Seas Pocket 8
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HSBI boarding reports in HSBI boarding reports - inspected vessel in

High Seas Pocket 9 High Seas Pocket 9
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