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• IATTC Strategic Science Plan included the 
development of BHRP for all vulnerable 
species

• No bycatch mitigation measure is perfectly 
effective

• Post interaction the most effective method for 
reducing impacts and mortality are through 
careful handling and release 

• Relatively simple behavioral / procedural 
changes with measurable impacts on survival

• Several IATTC Resolutions for vulnerable 
species call for the use of BHRP

BHRP reduce mortality to incidental species 

Photo: ©Manta Trust

BHRP are the ‘low hanging fruit’ 
of conservation strategies
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Workplan for BHRP guideline development (EB-02-03)
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Workplan for BHRP guideline development (EB-02-03)

6 Components: 
1. Review & planning (2023     

EB-01-01)
2. BHRP Framework (2024       

EB-02-03)
3. Guideline development for 

each taxa by fishery
4. Development of training & 

education materials
5. Filling data & research gaps
6. Performance assessment
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BHRP VULNERABLE SPECIES WORKPLAN OVERVIEW (EB-02-03)

2024

2025

2026



The EBWG recommends that: 
1.1. A second circle hook workshop be conducted that will fulfill the 
mandate of paragraph 3(d)(i) of Res. C-19-04. 
1.2. Advice be provided by the workshop on the impacts of fishing 
operations on the form and structure (i.e., longevity and integrity) of circle 
hooks of various sizes and from different manufacturers. 
1.3. The workshop include development of a third mitigation measure as 
described in Paragraph 3(d)(iii) of C-19-04 for small coastal multi-species 
vessel fleets as well as best handling and release practices for sea turtles.
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EBWG-2 (2024) Recommendations
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Resolution C-19-04

1. IATTC Members and Cooperating Non-Members (“CPCs”) shall: 
 a. Require owners/operators/vessel crew on vessels targeting species covered by the 
Convention to promptly release, in a manner that causes the least harm to the extent 
practicable, all sea turtles, without compromising the safety of any persons. 
 b. Ensure that vessel operators and/or at least one crew member on board of vessels 
targeting species covered by the Convention in fisheries that have reported sea turtle 
interactions, and particularly those without observers, are trained in techniques for handling 
and release of sea turtles to improve survival after release. 
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Res C-19-04 BHRP

2 & 3. CPCs with purse seine (2) & longline (3) vessels fishing for species covered 
by the IATTC in the Convention Area shall: 
 a. Require owners/operators of longline vessels to carry on board, and 
employ when appropriate, safe-handling tools for the safe release of sea turtles 
(e.g. de-hookers, line cutters, and dip nets). 
 b. Require that owners/operators/vessel crew of longline vessels take all 
reasonable steps, as appropriate, to ensure the safe release of any incidentally-
caught sea turtles by following handling and release guidelines in the Appendix, 
and consistent with the FAO "Best practices for sea turtle handling and release." 
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Annex – Res. C-19-04 BHRP

-FAO (2009) BHRP follows the United States 
Government protocol for handling and releasing sea 
turtles & uses The list of United States Government-
approved equipment for turtle handling and release.
-US Guidelines were updated in 2019
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Sea turtle BHRP process (2024)

EBWG-2 recs SAC-15 recs

1. EBWG-2: Conduct a 2nd Circle Hook Workshop and Explore updating the longline BHRP 
guidelines

2. SAC-15:  ‘That a program of dialogue be established between scientific staff, managers, fleet 
managers, and captains of the tuna fleets of the CPCs, with respect to: … (b) Implementation 
of new methods on best practices for release of bycatch species
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Sea turtle BHRP process (2024)

EBWG-2 
Recs SAC-15

Memos. 0473-
410, 0610-410

1. Provide national BHRP guidelines
2. Provide existing PRS data
3. Identify/designate subject matter experts (SME)
4. Identify/designate industry representatives
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Sea turtle BHRP process (2025)

2nd Circle Hook 
Workshop 

(hook and line)

Review & 
Consultation 
(CPCs, SME)

BHRP (All 
Fisheries)     
EB-03-05

EBWG-03 

‘That, as soon as possible, if necessary, 
to make recommendations regarding 
the updating of best practice guidelines 
for sea turtle handling and release 
practices for all fisheries under the 
competence of the Commission’. 
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Sea turtle BHRP process (2025)

Workshop 
(hook and 

line)

Review & 
Consultation 
(CPCs, SME)

BHRP (All 
Fisheries) 
EB-03-05

EBWG-03 

1st IATTC 
Workshop 

for 
Advancing 

BHRP
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Sea turtle BHRP process (2025-2026)

Workshop 
(hook and 

line)

Review & 
Consultation 
(CPCs, SME)

BHRP (All 
Fisheries) 
EB-03-05

EBWG-03 

1st IATTC 
Workshop 

for 
Advancing 

BHRP

EB-04-04



• High proportion of sea turtles are alive at 
haul-back -> using BHRP is imperative for 
reducing impacts on the population

• Many injuries recorded in stranding 
centers were due to poor handling, gear 
removal and release practices
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Foundations of BHRP Guideline Recommendations

From Blades et al. 2019. ESR. (Photo by E. 
Czuchnicki)



• Injuries to fragile bones and 
ligaments

• Improper boarding technique
• Hook removal
• Leaving trailing gear (intestinal 

plication and or amputation)
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Foundations of BHRP Guideline Recommendations: 
Physiology
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Bringing turtles onboard

Parga M. 2012. Hooks and sea turtles… Bull. Mar. Sci.

• Fishers MUST bring them onboard by 
either supporting the body manually 
(freeboard < 1m) and picking it up by the 
carapace or by using some kind of net 
(freeboard > 1m). 

• Never pick it up by the line it is captured 
on or entangled in.

1 meter



• Comatose sea turtles need time 
to recover on deck. 

• Never place a sea turtle upside 
down - on their dorsal surface – 
this inhibits lung capacity

• Conducting a reflex test
• When and how to release a sea 

turtle

18

Resuscitation & Release Guidance
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Concluding thoughts

• Outreach, education and training are 
essential components of the successful 
implementation of BHRP

• Workshops are opportunities for knowledge 
exchange



• Several IATTC Resolutions—including C-04-05 Rev 2, C-04-07 
[C], and C-19-04—emphasize the importance of education 
and training in BHRPs. 

• Resolution C-04-05 Rev 2 (paragraphs 8.b. and 8.c.) directs the 
IATTC staff to: “educate fishermen through information 
dissemination activities, including distributing informational 
materials and organizing seminars on, inter alia, reducing 
bycatches of sea turtles and safe handling of incidentally 
caught sea turtles to improve their survivability.”
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Training requirements



Similarly, Resolution C-04-07 includes provisions that focus on industry education 
regarding proper handling techniques:
• C.1. Preparation and distribution of informational materials: CPCs and the IATTC 

should continue to widely distribute materials to fishers operating in the EPO to 
support the safe handling of incidentally caught sea turtles and improve their 
survivability.

• C.2. Convening meetings for fishers: CPCs and the IATTC should continue and 
expand the organization of seminars to train fishers in appropriate handling 
techniques for incidentally caught sea turtles.

In addition, Resolution C-19-04 requires that:
• 1.b. “Vessel operators and/or at least one crew member on board vessels 

targeting species covered by the Convention, in fisheries that have reported sea 
turtle interactions—and particularly those without observers—must be trained in 
techniques for handling and releasing sea turtles to improve post-release survival.”
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Training Requirements cont.
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Thank you!

Melanie Hutchinson
mhutchinson@iattc.org
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