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Session 1: April 8th, 2026  

1. Meeting Objectives  

Commission at WCPFC21 agreed to review & revise CMM 2018-04 (sea turtles) to: 

● Consider expanding the scope / strengthen the measure (e.g., mitigation measures 

for deep-set longline fisheries); 

● Ensure the reporting requirements for sea turtles are clearly defined to improve sea 

turtle bycatch estimates. 

For consideration by SC22, TCC22, and WCPFC23.   

[References: 2,3,12,13] 

2. Summary of current sea turtle conservation measures  

Current mitigation requirements in CMM-2018-04 and issues to be addressed during the 

current review, including discussion of similar measures within other tuna RFMOs.  

[References: 2,3,5,8] 

3. Overview of sea turtle population ranges and status within the WCPO 

Review of sea turtle population ranges and status within the WCPO, discussion of 

biological factors that render them vulnerable to various threats, including fisheries. 

[References: 2,11,15,17] 

 



4. Overview of Sea turtle bycatch in WCPO fisheries 

Knowledge of turtle bycatch in WCPO, including information on gear types, fisheries effort 

(deep and shallow sets), post release survival (mortality), impacts to populations, etc. 

        [References: 2,4,6,8,9,11,14] 

5. Review of sea turtle bycatch mitigation methods and research 

Review sea turtle bycatch mitigation methods and research related to bycatch mitigation 

methods in longline fisheries, including factors influencing post-release survival. 

              [References: 1,2,4,6,8,10,14,16,18] 

Session 2: April 10th, 2026 

6. Brief overview of discussion of Session 1 

7. Review of sea turtle bycatch mitigation methods (continued) 

Review sea turtle bycatch mitigation methods and research related to bycatch mitigation 

methods in longline fisheries, including factors influencing post-release survival.   

[References: 1,2,4,6,8,10,14,16,18] 

8. Review of best handling and release practices  

Review of currently understood best handling and release practices to increase post-

release survival of sea turtles.        

         [References:5,7,8] 

9. Review current CMM 2018-04 data reporting requirements 

Discuss current sea turtle data reporting requirements included in CMM 2018-04 and 

discuss potential modifications to ensure requirements are clearly defined.  

(Note: At WCPFC20 the Commission recommended that SC20 and TCC20 review the SciData 

requirements to capture turtle interaction reporting requirements under CMM 2018-04, 

paragraphs 5c and 7e [WCPFC20 Summary Report, Para 753e.]. SC20 noted a lack of clarity 

whether the paragraphs require reporting through submission of operational level data or in a 

summary form, and suggested TCC and the Commission clarify these requirements). 

         [References: 3,12,13] 



5.  CCMs input on potential modifications to CMM 2018-04 and data reporting requirements 

10. Concluding remarks and next steps 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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