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Joint IATTC-WCPFC Working Group on South Pacific Albacore Tuna
First Meeting (SPAJWGO01)

(9 am-12:30 pm) 18-19 March 2026 (Pohnpei)| (3 pm-6:30 pm) 17-18 March 2026 (La Jolla)
Virtual Meeting

Provisional Agenda

SPAJWGO01-2026-01 (WCPFC)
SPAJWG-01--01 (IATTC)
5 February 2026

1. Opening of the meeting
2. Adoption of Agenda

The JWG agenda will be adopted by consensus. Minor adjustments, including re-
ordering of agenda items or time allocations, may be agreed at this stage.

3. Review of SPAJWG Terms of Reference, functions, and working processes

The JWG will review the adopted Terms of Reference and the functions of the SPAJIWG
and consider the application of each Commission’s Rules of Procedure to the work of
the SPAJWG.

4. Overview of South Pacific albacore stock status and management
The JWG will consider the following issues as needed.
1) Summary of recent stock status (WCPO-only, Pan-Pacific, EPO-only)
2) Overview of current SPA management approaches adopted by both Commissions,

3) Introduction to the Harvest Strategy adopted by WCPFC, including arrangements for
the overlap area

4) Consideration of the implementation of compatible measures
5. Preparing WCPFC’s 2027 SPA stock assessment
The JWG will consider the following issues, but not limited to, as needed.
1) Scope of assessment (WCPO or pan-Pacific)
2) Framework for coordination between SPC and IATTC scientists

3) Data requirements and exchange



4) Review of Close-Kin Mark-Recapture (CKMR) results and planning for future
application in South Pacific albacore assessments

SPAJWG provisional workplan and meeting schedule

The JWG will review and refine the provisional workplan endorsed by both
Commissions, will consider intersessional work required following the SPAJWG meeting,
and will also consider the schedule and modality of future SPAJWG meetings.

Other business
Adoption of recommendations

The recommendations adopted by the JWG are advisory in nature and are intended to
inform the consideration and decision-making processes of the Commissions and their
relevant subsidiary bodies.

Close of meeting



