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• SC21 will consider any information 
concerning the review of safe 
release and bycatch mitigation 
measures (paras 20–23) during the 
upcoming review of CMM-2024-05
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Background



• No bycatch mitigation measure is perfectly 
effective

• Post interaction the most effective method for 
reducing impacts and mortality are through 
careful handling and release 

• Relatively simple behavioral / procedural 
changes with measurable impacts on survival

• Several IATTC Resolutions for vulnerable species 
call for the use of BHRP

• IATTC Strategic Science Plan included the 
development of BHRP for all vulnerable species

BHRP reduce mortality to incidental species 

Photo: ©Manta Trust

BHRP are the ‘low hanging fruit’ 
of conservation strategies



Spanish Title
English Title
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Workplan for BHRP guideline development
(IATTC-SAC15|EB-02-03)

6 Components: 
1. Review & planning (SAC14-

EB-01-01)

2. BHRP Framework (SAC15-
EB-02-03)

3. Guideline development for 
each taxa by fishery

4. Development of training & 
education materials

5. Filling data & research gaps

6. Performance assessment
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Timeline: Shark BHRP

Res. C-
23-07

12. The IATTC scientific staff, in collaboration with the IATTC SAC and EBWG, shall 
develop and recommend to the Commission a set of best handling guidelines for the 
safe release of sharks for inclusion in this measure in 2024. In the meantime, CPCs 
may elect to, as appropriate, use the safe handling and release guidelines for purse 
seine vessels described in Annex 3. 
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Timeline: Shark BHRP

Res. C-
23-07

Memo. 
0473-
410

1. Provide existing BHRP guidelines

2. Provide existing PRS data

3. Identify/designate subject matter experts (SME)

4. Identify/designate industry representatives
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Timeline: Shark BHRP

Res. C-
23-07

Memo. 
0473-
410

SAC-
15-11
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Timeline: Shark BHRP

Res. C-
23-07

Memo. 
0473-
410

SAC-
15-11

Res. C-
24-05

12. The IATTC Scientific Staff, in collaboration with the IATTC 

SAC and EBWG, shall continue to develop, taking into account 

the practicability for fishing vessels, and recommend to the 

Commission a comprehensive set of best handling and release 

practices for the safe release of sharks for inclusion in this 

measure in 2025. 
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Timeline: Shark BHRP

Res. C-
23-07

Memo. 
0473-
410

SAC-
15-11

Res. C-
24-05

Memo. 
0610-
410

1. Provide existing BHRP guidelines

2. Provide existing PRS data

3. Identify/designate subject matter experts (SME)

4. Identify/designate industry representatives



Responses to Memo 0610-410 (Canada, 
Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica,  Ecuador, 
El Salvador, EU, French Polynesia, Mexico, 
Peru)

Review conducted -> draft 
guidelines developed

Shark BHRP draft sent to SMEs in 
March 2025 in English

Version 2 sent to SME in April in 
English and Spanish -> SAC-16-10

• Draft guidelines are the result of 
a thorough review & 
consultation process

• Data driven -> 
recommendations have 
measurable impacts on survival

• Draft BHRP guidelines provided 
by fishery (purse seine, longline, 
gillnet) in SAC-16-10
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IATTC Shark BHRP Guideline Development Process
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Timeline: Shark BHRP

Res. C-
23-07

Memo. 
0473-
410

SAC-
15-11

Res. C-
24-05

Memo. 
0610-
410

SAC-
16-10



• Several studies on shark survival in purse seine 
fisheries across ocean basins demonstrating 
high at vessel mortality rates, depending on 
when and how sharks are brought on board

• For sharks that are entangled in the net, 
ensuring they are not rolled through the power 
block is imperative to survival

Key Points: Purse seine fisheries



• Several studies on shark survival in purse seine 
fisheries across ocean basins

• High at vessel mortality and depends on when 
sharks are brought on board

• For sharks that are entangled in the net, ensuring 
they are not rolled through the power block is 
imperative to survival

• Survivorship is compromised once confined in the 
sack

• For sharks that are alive when brought on board, 
safe handling is very important and getting them 
back in the water as quickly as possible is key

• Survivorship is further compromised when they 
end up in the lower well decks

Key points: Purse seine fisheries
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Key Points: Longline fisheries 

• Survivorship is species specific 

• Correlated to at vessel condition (time on the line)

• Handling 
– whether or not the animal is left in the water or brought on 

board

– Identifying and disallowing deleterious practices

• Reducing trailing gear



• Consider updating Resolution C-24-05 with the inclusion of the BHRP 
guidelines outlined herein (SAC-16-10) for all IATTC fisheries.

• The Commission ensures the necessary funding to support capacity building, 
the development of training materials and a range of education and outreach 
activities (unfunded project Q.3a)
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IATTC Staff Recommendations to IATTC Commission



Spanish Title
English Title
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BHRP VULNERABLE SPECIES TIMELINE

2024

2025

2026
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Thank you!

Thank you for the contributions from several CPCs including; Canada, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Ecuador, European 
Union, Guatemala, Peru, France (French Polynesia). We appreciate the time and expertise and critical feedback offered 
by subject matter experts; Bernal Chavarria, Kristen Cote, Nagore Cuevas, Javier Quiñones Davila, Jon Ruiz Gondra, 
Maitane Grande, David Itano, Antonio Carlos Vasquez Jovel, Yunkai Li, Jefferson Murua, Francois Poisson, Omar 
Santana, Robynn Smith Laplante, Enzo Acuna Soto, Yonat Swimmer. Muchas gracias to Paulina Llano and Marlon Roman 
for translation assistance.
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