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Background

WCPO Skipjack MP adopted in 2022 (CMM 2022-01)

Assumed FAD closure 

• 3 months in EEZs and high seas + 2 months high seas

2024 FAD closure reduced to 

• 1.5 months in EEZs and high seas + 1 months high seas

SC20 requested an evaluation of whether changes in the FAD closure duration would impact performance of the MP 

(SC20 summary report, para 452)



Previous analyses

Previous analyses conducted in 2014 indicated that 

catches of skipjack (and yellowfin) were insensitive 

to the relative distribution of FAD and free-school 

fishing (MOW3-WP/05)

Using a similar approach, analyses were conducted 

to test the expected performance of the skipjack 

MP under varying FAD closure conditions.



Skipjack MP analyses – fishery definitions



Skipjack MP analyses – fishery scalars

Three alternative FAD closure scenarios :

1. 3   months EEZs and high seas + additional 2 months high seas

2. 1.5 months EEZs and high seas + additional 1 months high seas

3. No FAD closure

Scalars determined using the same approach as for recent evaluation of the TT-CMM (combined scalar)

Increases in FAD fishing resulting from reductions in the FAD closure period are offset by reductions 

in free-school fishing such that overall purse seine effort remains the same (number of sets)



Impact of the FAD closure reduction

Very small impact of FAD closure on expected performance of the 

management procedure.

Long-term SB/SBF=0 ~ 1.5% reduction under scenario 1

   < 2.5% reduction under scenario 2

Long-term catches  No discernible change
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Impact of the FAD closure reduction

Very little change in MP output

Where changes from base scenario occur they 

are typically within ± 5% range

Results are consistent with previous analyses 

to investigate the impact of the FAD closure 

period on the skipjack fishery.

We invite WCPFC-SC21 to:

• note that changes to the FAD closure period 

are expected to have very little impact on the 

performance of the skipjack MP.

• to take the results of this analysis into account 

when considering the skipjack MP monitoring 

strategy
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