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PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF PACIFIC BLUEFIN TUNA IMPORT FROM KOREA

1. BACKGROUND

WCPFC-NC6/DP-03
1 September 2010

Last year, WCPFC adopted the CMM2009-06 for Pacific bluefin tuna which obligates CCMs to
“take measures necessary to ensure that total fishing effort by their vessels fishing for northern
Pacific bluefin tuna in the area north of the 20 degrees north shall not be increased from the
2002-2004 level for 2010” but such measures are not applied to the Korean EEZ. One of the major
reasons Korea could not join the measure was uncertainty of the bluefin catch in the Korean waters

(Paragraph 86, Summary Report of WCPFCB6).

According to the ISC catch statistics and the
Japanese trade statistics, it was found out that
around 90% of Pacific bluefin tuna caught by
Korean vessels was exported to Japan ever year.

Given such circumstances, Japan has started
collecting further specific trade information on
Pacific bluefin import from Korea since January
1%, 2010 to reduce such uncertainty Korea
expressed and help Korea join the WCPFC
conservation and management measures.

2. SUMMARY

Tablel:Korea's Catch/Export Ratio of PBFT

Year | Total Catch JEI;(EO” to Export Ratio
2009 794 917 115%
2008 1,536t 1,218t 79%
2007 1,054t 988t 94%

Source: ISC statistics and Japan's Trade

statistics

e From January 1 to June 30 of this year, 24 Korean purse seine vessels caught 1,283.9t of

Pacific bluefin tuna in Korean EEZ, and 911.5t were exported to Japan.
e 884.9 tons out of 1,283.9t - around 69% - were caught by 5 purse seine vessels.
e Over 50% of tuna (457t) were imported in March followed by in April (171.5t) and in June

(159.8t).

e Regarding size composition, 430t (47%) were in 3-5 kg category and 428.4 t (47%) were in

5-50kq category.

e On average, it takes 2.5 days from catch to Japanese Fish Markets.
e The port of shipment of the tunas in Korea is the port of Busan, which is a major landing port
for the Korean purse seiners, and a major port of destination in Japan is the port of Fukuoka,
where more than 95% of the bluefin tuna imported from Korea were auctioned.




o About 90% of the exports were handled by 4 major exporters in Korea, and 86% of the imports
were handled by 4 major importers in Japan.

3. DETAILS
1) Reporting Requirement for importers and wholesalers

Starting on January 1, 2010, importers and wholesalers, engaged in Pacific bluefin tuna trade from
Korea to Japan, must present a trade and/or sales report (Attachment A) to the Japanese Fisheries
Agency (JFA) for each transaction, in accordance with Article 10, the Special Law for Conservation
and Management of Tuna Resources.

2 Information Obtained

e Number of Imports and Their Volume
During the period from January 1% to June 30", the total number of imports was 308 in 76
days and 911.5t of Pacific bluefin tuna were imported to Japan; 99.5% were RD and 0.5% were
GG. The volume of imports fluctuated drastically; the highest volume per day was recorded
as 106t in June 7" followed by 95t in March 13" and 49t in March 23", while the lowest was
91kg in June 28™.

e Monthly Change in Import
More than 50% of tuna (457t) were imported in March. The amount of import by month
were as follows:
January: 93.3t, February: 29.3t, March 457.6t, April: 171.5t, May: Ot, June: 159.8t

Volume by Size

e Size Composition ~2kg, 0.4,

In commercial practice in fish markets in soke~,_ 0 2~ake,
. . . 15.3t, 2%_\} 36.9t, 4%

Fukuoka, there are 5 size categories in weight:

less than 2kg, 2-3kg, 3-5kg, 5-50kg and over

50kg. Regarding imported tuna, 430t (47%)

were in 3-5 kg category and 428.4t (47%) were

in 5-50kq category, followed by 36.9t (4%) in

2-3kg category, 15.3t (2%) in over 50kg

category, 0.4t in less than 2kg category.

3~5ke,
430.4t, 47%

e Vessels Information
According to the trade reports, all of the imported tuna were caught by 24 Korean purse seine
vessels; those vessels caught 1,283.9t of tuna and, among them, 71% of the catch (911.5 t) was
exported to Japan. In addition, 884.9 t out of 1,283.9 tons (69%) were caught by 5 purse
seiners:
Vessel A: 242.5t, Vessel B: 213.7t, Vessel C: 198.5t, Vessel D: 136.3t, Vessel E: 94t

Accumulated fishing days were 143 days, and the average catch of one fishing day was around
9t. However, the average catch of the 5 vessels above was 16t, while the figure for the rest of
19 vessels was 4.5t.



Transportation

All of the products were transported by marine freights such as commercial ferries and fish
carriers from the port of Busan, Korea, mostly to Fukuoka, Japan. The average time from
catch to import was 2.5 days ranging from 1 to 7 days. About 95% of the imported products
were auctioned at two fish markets in Fukuoka, and distributed to other area. ~Attachment B
illustrates the geographic relations between fishing ground and major ports.

Exporters and Importers
About 90% of the exports were handled by the 4 major exporters in Korea, and 86% of the
imports were handled by 4 major importers in Japan.

Exporter Importer

Company G, 17.6t

., 2% Others, 95.7t,
10%

Company F, 31.8t,

3% Other, 7.9t, 1%
Company E, 37.3t, / /—
4%

Importer E, 38.3t,
4%

Importer D,
145.6t, 16%




Imported tuna at
the Fukuoka fish
market waiting for
auction.

One 9kg tuna in
one box

Three 3-5kg tuna
in one box
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Attachment B
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Korea Purse Seine Vessel

Vessel B

GRT:129
Length:39.22m
Moulded Depth:3.08m
Beam:7.5m

Number of Crew: 27

Japan Purse seine Vessel
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i P Vessel A
GRT:135
Length:38.7m
Moulded Depth:3.37
Beam:8.3m

Number of Crew: 24




