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MSC Pacific Ocean tuna



Introduction – our Common Goal

Our collective goal is to maintain MSC certification across all the WCPO 
tuna fisheries.

There are important milestones to be met by 2025 for the harvest strategy 
and control rule development for three WCPO stocks. 

Failure to push these milestones forward will lead to the suspension of all 
MSC-certified fisheries for south Pacific albacore, WCPO bigeye and 
yellowfin.
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Current situation – CMM 2014-06

• WCPFC12 agreed to a workplan for the adoption of harvest 
strategies for WCPO SKJ, BET, YFT and SP ALB.

• Main work has focussed on WCPO SKJ and SP ALB. 
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South Pacific albacore tuna

• In 2018, WCPFC15 agreed interim TRP.

• TRP re-calibrated in 2021. 

• MSE framework presented in 2019 and externally reviewed in 2020.

• HCR designs have been considered and further work is needed. 

• Monitoring strategy – limited specific work but SKJ work can be similarly 
applied. 
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South Pacific albacore tuna
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WCPO bigeye and yellowfin tuna

• Risk-based TRPs were introduced for BET and YFT in 2019 
and further evaluated and presented in 2021.

• Mixed-fishery HS developments presented at SC17.

• The initial results of the mixed-fishery HS developments are 
sufficiently encouraging to support the continued development 
of this approach.
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WCPO bigeye and yellowfin tuna
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WCPO BIGEYE / YELLOWFIN

Upcoming Milestones & Deadlines WCPFCSection SE

HS WorkplanRelevant 
meeting

DeadlineMet

August 2025May 2024May 2025-
Operating models and candidate management 

procedures that include mechanisms for catch or 
effort constraints are identified. 
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• There are more deadlines for all three  
stocks.

• Sufficient work has been untaken to 
remove the conditions for WCPO SKJ.

• Urge CCMs to make statements aligned 
with the milestones set out. 

This year and beyond 2025



Reflections on the MSC impact in the 
WCPFC 
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It would likely result in decreased market access for the tuna products, 

This leads to economic losses for local communities and businesses that 
depend on the industry in the Pacific countries.  

It could also harm the reputation of the region's fisheries and undermine 
efforts to promote responsible fishing practices and environmental 
conservation in the Pacific.

Maintaining the certification helps to drive improvement in the fisheries 
management and long-term health of the tuna populations, potentially 
leading to supporting the stocks ' health status of this vital marine resource. 
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