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1. In accordance with paragraph 2 and 3 of CMM 2009-07, CCMs are required to report to the 
Secretariat by 31 July 2010 on the measures they implement necessary to ensure that total fishing 
effort by their vessels fishing for northern pacific bluefin tuna shall not be increased from the 2002-
2004 level for 2010 and measures necessary to strengthen data collecting system for the fisheries. 
Four CCMs provided reports to the Secretariat in relation to the reporting requirements in 
paragraphs 2 and 3 of CMM 2009-07.  
 
2. Reports submitted by Japan, Korea, Chinese-Taipei and the USA are attached.  
 



Japan’s report on measures it implemented for Pacific bluefin tuna. 
 
In accordance with Paragraph 4, CMM 2009-07, Japan submits a report on measures it has 
implemented for the Pacific bluefin tuna (PBFT) management during the last one year. 
 

Control of the number of vessels for PBFT under licensing system 
Fisheries Agency of Japan (FAJ) controls the number of purse seine vessels by licenses to fish for PBFT: 40 in the 
Northern Kyusyu area and 26 in the Sea of Japan area*, and the number of long line vessels over 10 GT by licenses: 
398 in the Pacific.  *note: 13 vessels among 40 and 26 can operate in both areas 

 

Administrative Instructions to Industries and Local Governments 
The FAJ instructed the fishing industries and prefectural governments to constrain its total fishing effort for PBFT to 
the 2002-2004 level as follows: 
 
1. To Purse Seine Industry 
a. FAJ instructed purse seine vessels not to catch or land small PBFT less than 2kg. 
b. FAJ is monitoring landing of all the PBFT by purse seine vessels so as to ensure that total catch in Northern Kyusyu 

area, where around 90% of juvenile are harvested, will not exceed the average catch of 2000-2004. 
 

2. To Local Governments (Set Net Fisheries) 
Since set net fisheries are licensed and controlled by prefectural governments in accordance with 
the guidance by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), following instructions 
are issued to respective local governments: 
a. Not to increase the number of Bluefin Tuna Set Net License 
b. To pay due consideration not to increase the catch of bluefin tuna in licensing set nets other than 

Bluefin Tuna Set Nets. 
 
Policy Announcement by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) on Actions 
toward Effective Conservation and Management for Pacific Bluefin Tuna (May 11. 2010) 
 
On May 11, 2010, the MAFF established and published the management directions for Pacific 
bluefin tuna under which Japan will take (Attachment).  In accordance with this announcement, 
Japan is in preparation for introducing further effective management measures not to increase and, 
as necessary, reduce juvenile mortality as follows: 
 
MAFF will establish “the Resource Recovery Plan for Pacific bluefin tuna” by the end this fiscal year for (a) and (b) 
below, so as to implement it from fiscal year 2011. Also, MAFF will consider the introduction of the Income 
Assurance System in the fishery sector, to promote the smooth implementation of the Resource Recovery Plan.  

(a) Offshore fisheries  

For large and medium scale purse seine fisheries, proper management measures in light of the nature of the 
actual fishing operations. MAFF will consider a closure period, a catch size limit, an individual quota system, and 
combination of such measures for this purpose.  

(b) Coastal fisheries  

For small scale coastal fisheries such as trolling, a vessel registration system, with a mandatory catch reporting 
requirement, will be introduced. This can be a basis for future introduction of a limited entry system.  



(c) Aquaculture  

For aquaculture, a new category, “bluefin tuna aquaculture” will be established in the aquaculture licensing 
system, and registration of bluefin tuna aquaculture sites will be required to local governments, with a mandatory 
reporting requirement from aquaculture farmers in order to obtain accurate information on such aquaculture 
activities. 
 



Attachment 
(Preliminary translation) 

 
Announcement 

by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) 
on  

Actions toward effective conservation and management for Pacific bluefin tuna 
(May 11, 2010) 

 
I. Background 
 
(1) In recent years, increasing international attention has been paid to the conservation and 

management of fishery resources, in particular bluefin tuna.  At the 15th Conference of the 
Parties of CITES (COP15) last March, a proposal to ban the international trade in Atlantic bluefin 
tuna was presented from the perspective that ICCAT had been failing to ensure effective 
conservation and management measures for this species.   

 
This proposal was rejected by a vote at COP15.  A major reason for this result is that Japan 
successfully convinced other countries that ICCAT is the appropriate body for conserving and 
managing Atlantic bluefin tuna.  At the ICCAT annual meeting last year, Japan took the 
leadership in working out the stringent conservation and management measures for rebuilding of 
Atlantic bluefin tuna stocks.  Such Japanese leadership and positive attitude toward conservation 
of resources made the Japanese effort significantly more convincing and persuasive in the Doha 
CITES Conference.    

 
On the other hand, there are still prevailing concerns in the international community that the 
conservation and management measures by RFMOs are not effective enough.   It is likely that 
RFMOs will be required to further strengthen their conservation and management measures, not 
only for Atlantic bluefin tuna, but also for other species. 

 
(2) With respect to Pacific bluefin tuna, Japan is the largest fishing nation as well as the almost 

exclusive consuming nation of this species, as shown below.  Japan, therefore, has a special 
responsibility for the sustainable use of this species. 

(a) Over 70% of the total Pacific bluefin tuna catches are harvested by Japan; 
(b) Major Pacific bluefin tuna spawning grounds are around Japan; and 
(c) Most of the Pacific bluefin tuna harvested by other countries, such as Mexico and Korea, are 

exported to Japan. 
 

A concern has been reported over the possible stock decline of Pacific bluefin tuna due to increasing 
fishing pressure on juvenile fish.  Addressing such a concern, the WCPFC, at its annual meeting 
last year, adopted a conservation and management measure for 2010 designed to freeze the total 
fishing effort and to reduce the fishing mortality of juvenile fish.  This is a first step, and Japan 
will continue to take the leadership to promote the conservation and management of Pacific bluefin 
tuna.  For these reasons, it is necessary for Japan to start domestic fishery management and 
strengthen research for this species even before other members of WCPFC take such actions so 
that the international conservation program can follow such Japanese initiative. 

 
 
II. Direction and Actions to be taken 
 



1. Direction 
MAFF will promote conservation and management of Pacific buefin tuna by “reducing the juvenile 
catch” for future catch of bigger fish.  MAFF will also take necessary measures to ensure that the 
Spawning Stock Biomass (SSB) of Pacific bluefin tuna, which fluctuates significantly, will be 
maintained within the appropriate range in the mid and long term (5-10 years), and to prevent the 
SSB from dropping from a level lower than the historically lowest level observed. 

 
2. Actions 

To realize the above direction, MAFF will implement the following measures regarding (1) 
domestic fisheries management, (2) international actions, and (3) research activities, starting this 
fiscal year:   

 
(1) Domestic fisheries management 
MAFF will consider introducing the following conservation and management measures.  As a part 
of this effort, MAFF will establish “the Resource Recovery Plan for Pacific bluefin tuna” by the end 
this fiscal year for (a) and (b) below, so as to implement it from fiscal year 2011.  Also, MAFF will 
consider the introduction of the Income Assurance System in the fishery sector, to promote the 
smooth implementation of the Resource Recovery Plan.  

  
(a) Offshore fisheries 
For large and medium scale purse seine fisheries, proper management measures will be 
introduced in light of the nature of the actual fishing operations.  MAFF will consider a closure 
period, a catch size limit, an individual quota system, and combination of such measures for this 
purpose.   
 
(b) Coastal fisheries 
For small scale coastal fisheries such as trolling, a vessel registration system, with a mandatory 
catch reporting requirement, will be introduced. This can be a basis for future introduction of a 
limited entry system. 
 
(c) Aquaculture 
For aquaculture, a new category, “bluefin tuna aquaculture” will be established in the 
aquaculture licensing system, and registration of bluefin tuna aquaculture sites will be required 
to local governments, with a mandatory reporting requirement from aquaculture farmers in 
order to obtain accurate information on such aquaculture activities. 

 
 
(2) International actions 
Japan will work with relevant countries at WCPFC to realize the following; 

 
(a) Strengthening of the conservation and management measures 
Japan will work to improve the WCPFC conservation and management measure adopted last 
year, to reflect “Direction” in (1), and to expand the application of the measure to all the relevant 
areas. 
 
(b) Cooperation with IATTC 
Japan will, in close cooperation with IATTC, call on Mexico, which harvests bluefin tuna in the 
eastern Pacific and is a cooperating non-member to WCPFC, to ensure cooperation to effectively 
implement WCPFC conservation and management measures. 
 



(3) Research activities 
The following scientific research activities will be expanded and strengthened, with a view to 
scientifically verifying and assisting “Direction” in (1) and “Actions” in (2) (a) and (b) and to 
reflecting the collected data on conservation and management measures expeditiously.  These 
efforts will be organized by the newly established “Pacific Bluefin Research Division” of the 
Fisheries Research Agency, in cooperation and collaboration with related universities and 
prefectural governments: 

 
(a) Acceleration of information collection 
 A network will be established among relevant national and foreign scientists to assist 

scientific research. 
 A system will be established for assessing a level of new recruitment of juvenile fish in a 

timely and accurate manner. 
 
(b) Expansion of research on spawning grounds 
 Research will be strengthened on spawning grounds and seasons. 
 
(c) Technology Development 
 To realize the complete culturing techniques and the stock enhancement methods, 

technology will be developed on seed production, expansion of seed production level, and 
enhancement of seed.    

 
(4) Public relations 
MAFF will continue sharing information on the sustainable use of Pacific bluefin tuna, not only 
with the fishing industry, but also with the general public, so that the situation will be broadly 
recognized and understood. 

 



Ministry For Food, Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries
Government Complex Bldg. #2, Room 613
88 Gwanmun-ro, Gwacheon-si, Gyeonggi-do, 427-719
Republic of Korea
Tel: 82 2 500 2414, Fax: 82 2 503 9174, http://www.mifaff.go.kr

Dr. Sungkwon Soh
Interim Executive Director
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission

In accordance with Paragraph 4, CMM 2009-07, Korea submits a report on measures it has
undertaken for the Pacific blue fin Tuna management during the last one year pursuant to
Paragraph 2. and 3 of the CMM.

Enhancing the Awareness and Understanding on the CMMs for Pacific Bluefin Tuna
The Ministry for Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (the MIFAFF) held three rounds
of meetings in January, April and July with the relevant departments and divisions in
referring to CMM 2009-07 (conservation and management measures for Pacific bluefin tuna).

The MIFAFF provided the relevant industry and officials with information on international
and domestic obligations of implementing conservation and management measures for
Pacific bluefm tuna and collected their views and opinion on the issue.

Along the Korean waters, most of Pacific blue fin tuna have been caught by large scale
purse seine vessels targeting mackerels.
Small scale purse seiners, set-nets, small scale compound fisheries and other forms of
artisanal fisheries also catch Pacific bluefin tuna.
As of 2010, Korea's fishing effort (number of vessels) for Pacific blue fin tuna is slightly
lower than the 2002-2004 level. For reference, 27 large scale purse seine vessels are m
operation and 25 fishing gears, including small scale purse seiners, are being used.

Research on Pacific bluefin tuna had not been robustly conducted up until 1999 due to
lack of interest of fishers in Pacific blue fin tuna.
Since 2000, the interest of fishers in Pacific bluefin tuna has greatly increased as
statistically meaningful amounts of the species are being caught.

http://www.mifaff.go.kr


However, the statistics below indicate that the amount of catch highly fluctuates year by
year and thus Pacific blue fin tuna has yet to be considered as one of the important
targeted species in Korea's offshore and coastal fisheries.

Meanwhile, fishers operating in Korea's offshore and coastal areas have high expectations
about the potential opportunity for blue fin tuna fisheries. Therefore, the Korean government
instructed the National Fisheries Research and Development Institute to conduct more·
systemic research on Pacific bluefin tuna. It is anticipated that more Pacific bluefin tuna
will migrate through Korea's EEZ. Therefore, most Korean fishers have intentions to catch
the species when the abundance increases.

The Korean government will establish the conservation and management measures for
Pacific bluefin tuna in line with the process and the outcome of the above-mentioned
research. The possible conservation and management measures include the Total Allowable
Catch scheme, regulation on fishing effort, limiting the length of catch, designating closed
periods and closed areas and the like.

The research will be carried out over five years and the process and the result of the
research will be submitted to the ISC, the SC, and the NC of the WCPFC.

The attached is Korea's national report which includes the scientific information on Pacific
bluefin tuna caught in the Korean waters.

H. I<won
Hyun-Wook Kwon
Deputy Director for Multilateral Cooperation of International Cooperation Office
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Supplemental information on Chinese Taipei report on measures it has implemented for 

the Pacific bluefin tuna (PBFT) management 

 

Chinese Taipei concerns the Pacific bluefin tuna (PBFT) resource very much, so this year we 

implemented strict measures to management the fishery. I would like to take this opportunity 

to brief the measures we implemented. 

 

First, controlling fishing effort:  

To be in line with the CMM 09-07 which requires control of total effort for bluefin tuna not 

more than 2002-04 level, Chinese Taipei set the number of vessels allowing to fish for 

bluefin tuna in the north Pacific Ocean at 660. In 2010, 562 of our vessels have been 

authorized by this Agency and around 350 (preliminary) active vessels have conducted 

fishing PBFT, much less than the limit, so the fishing effort has been reduced. 

 

Second, implementing Catch Document Scheme 

Although there involved a lot of administrative burdens and having received complains 

from fishermen, Chinese Taipei still implemented the CDS on our bluefin tuna fishery 

because we consider this resource is very valuable and, under such bad stock status, is 

worthwhile for such efforts. 

We request our fishermen (1) attach special-designed tags which are similar to CCSBT tags, 

to each of the bluefin catch, (2) report catch date, location, and body length and weight of 

each fish through radio and record them on logbooks, (3) apply for CDS while entering port 

for landing. 

For this regulation, we used every means to promote and communicate with fishermen. We 

received huge complains from fishermen, but considering the continuous and substantial 

decline of catch, they agreed to cooperate and urged all the countries utilizing the same 

resource can adopt the same measure to protect the fish stock. 

 

Third, monitoring fishing location and catch information  

For monitoring purpose, all the vessels allowed to fish for bluefin tuna have to install with 
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VMS. We have also increased our manpower to each landing ports to check if all the bluefin 

tuna has attached with tag and come with CDS, and to crosscheck the information on CDS 

and tag with the radio-reported.  

 

Fourth, improving quality of catch statistics  

VMS, CDS and crosschecked logbooks have served this purpose. We also measured every 

fish landed in the market. Since last year, we have collected a 100% coverage of data on 

catching date, location and fishing effort, and fish information both in weight and length for 

each fish, for scientific research purpose. 

 

Our hope 

We hope our measures taken can help to manage the stock at sustainable way and sincerely 

hope all the fishing countries which share the concerns of the stock, can adopt similar level 

of management measures to their local fisheries. 

 

 

The length compoisitin from one of sampling markets in 2009.  
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One of the 

campaigns of 

publicity for the 

new PBFT 

regulations 

 

Dispatch tags 

Tags on a PBFT 
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CDS inspection in 

port market 
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Advertising 

posters 

 

collected a 100% 

coverage of data 

in our markets 
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