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e Recent information on the fisheries catch and effort

e Status of stocks of ‘key’ tuna species assessed by SPC — skipjack, yellowfin,
bigeye and South Pacific albacore

 Summary slides for billfish and key sharks

Sources

The Western and Central Pacific Tuna Fishery: 2023 Overview and Status of Stocks.
https://fame.spc.int/resources/documents/tuna-fisheries-assessment-report (in prep)

WCPFC Tuna Fishery Yearbook 2023. https://www.wcpfc.int/statistical-bulletins

Overview of Tuna Fisheries in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean, Including Economic
Conditions — 2023 https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/23098



https://fame.spc.int/resources/documents/tuna-fisheries-assessment-report
https://www.wcpfc.int/statistical-bulletins
https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/23098

Pacific
Community
Communauté
du Pacifique

*
*
*
*

bt
R
N

*
*
*
*
*
»

100°W 80°W

120°W

140°W

180° 160°W

160°E

140°E

120°E

)

TSR

10°S+5
20°S -/ s
30°S -\~

WCPFC - CA




Catch and effort summaries
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2023 Provisional Estimates
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Catch trends by gear type

Catch % of total Change
Gear type (1000 t) gear catch from 2022 Notes

Purse seine 1837 10% -2% 4% below 5 yr avg.
Longline 228 9% -1% 3% below 5 yr avg.
Pole-Line 112 4% -28% lowest since 1960
Troll 1 <1% -27% 44% below 5 yr avg.
Other 441 17% +14% 8% above 5 yr avg.

Total 2624 100% -1% 5% below 5 yr avg.




WCPFC-CA Catch by Species
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2023 Provisional Estimates
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Catch % of total Change
Species (1000 t) tuna catch from 2022 Notes

Albacore 96 4% +3% 8% below 5 yr avg
Bigeye 146 0% -1% 1% below 5 yr avg
Skipjack 1636 62% -5% 9% below 5 yr avg
Yellowfin 746 28% +7% 4% above 5 yr avg

Total 2624 100% -1% 5% below 5 yr avg.




Number of vessels
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Purse seine catch and effort B Somnie
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Purse seine by set type

Purse seine sets by set type

40 000 —
=== Free school
=== (excl. skunk sets)
30000 71— Associated
" === (excl. skunk sets)
© 20000
W
0000 4 FELURT WV .
+ #
{} —
I I I | I I I
1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
Purse seine catch by set type
| 200 000 —

= Free school
I 000000 -] == Agsociated

800 000 —

Catch (t)
3
g

400 000 —

200 000 —

[ [ [ | [ [ [
1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020




Longline catch and effort
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Effort: 2023 provisional

1,692 vessels
(376 domestic Pacific Is, 688 domestic non-Pacific Island, 628 DWFN)

602 million hooks

Excluding: Vietnam and Indonesia domestic longline vessels; Japanese coastal and
Indonesian domestic vessels for pole-and-line.

Catch: 2023 provisional

* Yellowfin 83,876 mt
* Albacore 64,461 — south, 23,887 - north
* Bigeye 54,190 mt

Skipjack 2,631 mt
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Change

Gear Unit Number from 2022 Notes

Purse seine vessels 259 +3% 4% lower than 5 yr avg
Purse seine days 47,623 -1% 3% lower than 5 yr avg
Purse seine sets 52,245 -4% 6% lower than 5 yr avg
Longline vessels 2,227 -6% 2% lower than 5 yr avg
Longline hooks 602,200,000 -5% lowest since 2001
Pole-and-line  vessels 87 -10%  lowest on record
Pole-and-line days 6,918 -32%  lowest on record
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Tuna stock status summaries
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20- year cleplet ion projection
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breaching LRP LRP
2021 fishing levels

s Brecent/
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median median

Skipjack 0.51 0.43-0.64 0.32 0.18-0.45 0% 0%

Skipjack MP TRP calibrated on 2022 assessment = 0.50
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median breaching LRP LRP

Yellowfin

0.47 0.42-0.52

2019-2021 fishing
0.50 0.41-0.62 0% 0%

Includes estimation uncertainty

CMM 2023-01 objective (2012-2015) calibrated on 2023 assessment = 0.44
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median median breaching LRP
LRP 2019-2021 fishing

Bigeye 0.35 0.30-0.40 0.59 0.46-0.74 0% 0%

Includes estimation uncertainty

CMM 2023-01 objective (2012-2015) calibrated on 2023 assessment = 0.34
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30-year depletion projection
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SP 0.48 0.36-0.62 0.18 0.06-0.44 0% 14%
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Includes estimation uncertainty

Interim TRP calibrated on 2024 assessment = 0.50
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Billfish and sharks
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SPC assessments

Southwest Pacific striped marlin

* Assessed 2024 (last data year 2022), assessment not
accepted for management advice, more technical
work to do and present to SC21 in 2025.

* Management advice per 2019 assessment: likely
overfished close to undergoing overfishing

Southwest Pacific swordfish

* Assessed 2021 (last data year 2019)

 Management advice: not overfished not
undergoing overfishing

* Next assessment 2025

e, Pacific
Kobe Billfish

Cmmmmmismibkes

F/IFusy

SB/SBysy

O NP swordfish (2023) @ SW striped marlin (2019) @ Blue marlin (2021)
@ SW swordfish (2021) @ NP striped marlin (2019)
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SPC* assessments

Southwest Pacific blue shark

Assessed 2021-2022

Management advice : unlikely overfished, unlikely
undergoing overfishing

Next assessment 2026-2027

Southwest Pacific mako shark

Assessed 2021 (first assessment)
Management advice: none, assessment not used
Next assessment 2026-2027

WCPO silky shark

Assessed 2023-2024

Management advice: unlikely to be underqoing
overfishing, stock biomass level uncertain

Next assessment 2028-2029

WCPO oceanic whitetip

Assessed 2019

Management advice: overfished and undergoing
overfishing

Next assessment 2024-2025

Kobe Sharks

F/Fusy

0 1 2 3 4
SB/SBusy

O Oceanic whitetip (2019) @ SP blue shark (2022) @ NP shorifin mako (2018)
O Silky shark (2024) © NP blue shark (2017)

* All recent assessments done by Dragonfly Data Science in collaboration with SPC
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