
 
 

 
SOUTH PACIFIC ALBACORE ROADMAP INTERSESSIONAL WORKING GROUP 

(SPA-RM-IWG05) 
 

ELECTRONIC MEETING 
09:00 – 13:00 Pohnpei Time, Friday, 11 October 2024 

CHAIR’S SUMMARY REPORT 

SPA-RM-IWG05-2024-00 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 
1. The SPALB Roadmap IWG Chair Moses Mataika (Fiji) opened and welcomed all participants to the 
online meeting, summarizing the IWG's progress.  
 
2. The agenda for the meeting is provided in Attachment 1, and the list of participants is in 
Attachment 2. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2. SOUTH PACIFIC ALBACORE HARVEST STRATEGY UPDATES 
 
3. SPC provided an update on the latest development of the harvest strategy for the South Pacific 
albacore since SMD02, including updates on target reference points and evaluation of candidate 
management procedures, which are detailed below. 
 
2.1 South Pacific Albacore Interim Target Reference Points 

 
4. Graham Pilling (SPC)  gave a presentation on the progress of the SPALB iTRP (SPA-RM-IWG05-
2024-05: Recalibration of the Adopted South Pacific Albacore Interim Target Reference Point and Review 
of WCPFC20 Requested Options), taking into account the 2024 SPALB stock assessment, as well as 
discussions from WCPFC20, SC20, and SMD02.  
  
5. Japan requested clarification on the big gap between the results of 40-year projections when 
using fish weight versus fish numbers in the analysis, including the reasons for the difference in vulnerable 
biomass between the DWFN and PICT fleets. The SSP explained that the impact of fish weight and/or fish 
numbers in the analysis can vary depending on factors such as stock conditions. The difference in 
vulnerable biomass between the DWFN and PICT fleets is primarily attributed to their selectivity. 
 
6. Chinese Taipei sought clarification from the SSP regarding whether the definition of PICT vessels 
includes chartered vessels. The SSP responded that their classification of DWFN and PICT vessels in the 
stock assessment is based on the consistency of fish size data, which is more closely related to the catch 
selectivity of these fleets (DWFN and PICT). 

 
7. The IWG thanked the SSP for the presentation on SPALB iTRP. 

https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/24146
https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/24146
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2.2 South Pacific Albacore Management Procedures 
 
8. Noting that SMD02 selected additional candidate MPs for further evaluation, including effort-
based MPs and new MPs with alternative HCRs, the SSP provided an update on the current outcomes of 
the MP evaluations requested by SMD02. 

 
9. Finlay Scott (SPC) delivered a presentation on evaluating candidate management procedures (MP) 
for South Pacific albacore (SPA-RM-IWG05-2024-06). He noted that 16 candidate MPs and six 
performance indicators are currently described in the paper. He suggested reducing these candidate MPs 
by focusing on the fisheries' main objectives, considering catch or effort-based management, and 
examining the constraints or HCR shapes. 

 
10. SPA-RM-IWG-05 acknowledged with appreciation the SSP presentation on SPA candidate MPs. 

 
11. The SPA-RM-IWG-05 requested the SSP rescale (e.g., present the relative variability or 
coefficient of variation) of the Y-axes of the catch and effort variability performance indicator plots 
presented in the SPAMPLE web app to facilitate comparison of the variability in catch and effort under 
the different harvest control rules. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 3. ALLOCATION 
 
12. Legal Adviser Penny Ridings presented SPA-RM-IWG05-2024-03 (Information Paper on Elements 
of Allocation Frameworks in Other tRFMOs, based on WCPFC-TTMW4-2023-IP03) for the IWG’s 
consideration. She highlighted the allocation criteria, reviewed allocation frameworks from other t-
RFMOs, and discussed the associated issues and challenges. She also outlined the steps toward developing 
an allocation framework, considering the process, timeline, and its relationship to developing the South 
Pacific albacore management procedure. 
 
13. Japan clarified that Article 3 of the Convention pertains to the Area of Application and suggested 
that referring to Article 10(3) would be more appropriate. They also recommended including fishing 
patterns, historical catch, and other relevant elements in the Convention text related to allocation criteria. 
The Legal Adviser concurred with Japan’s suggestion. 
 
14. Canada emphasized their unique and domestically significant albacore fishery and expressed 
support for the allocation principles outlined in the Convention, particularly Article 10 (c, e, f), to safeguard 
Canada's albacore fishery. 

 
15. American Samoa expressed that historical aspects of the fishery should be considered a top 
priority in prioritizing allocation criteria.  

 
16. Niue, on behalf of the SPG1, appreciated the paper presented by the Secretariat and requested 
that this be forwarded to the Commission. 

 
17. The SPA-RM-IWG-05 highlighted the need to consider the detailed allocation criteria in Article 
10(3) of the WCPF Convention, including the history of the fisheries. 

 
1 Cook Islands, Fiji, Niue, Samoa, Tonga, and Vanuatu 

https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/24146
https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/23034
https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/20780
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AGENDA ITEM 4. CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURE FOR THE SOUTH PACIFIC 

ALBACORE 
 
18. The Chair opened the floor to discuss the approach to developing a new/revised CMM that 
includes the range of the South Pacific albacore stocks and all fisheries targeting albacore and 
implementing an adopted management procedure. 
 
19. USA sought clarification if there needs to be a discussion on updating the work plan or if CCMs 
are expected to submit proposals for moving this forward next year. The Chair responded that he wanted 
to gather views on this topic and noted that the work plan can be further discussed in Agenda 6. 

 
20. The SPA-RM-IWG-05 noted Canada’s request that any review of the current measure reference 
Canada’s troll fishery. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 5. COOPERATION WITH IATTC 
 
21. Science Manager SungKwon Soh summarized the SMD02 discussions on future collaboration with 
the IATTC. He highlighted the ongoing cooperation between the SSP and IATTC, which includes a South 
Pacific-wide stock assessment, close-kin mark-recapture (CKMR), genetic sampling, and otolith collection. 
The SMD02 discussions also addressed virtual meetings between the two secretariats, the IATTC 
Resolution on South Pacific albacore (C-24-04), concerns over catch attribution in the overlap area to 
ensure data accuracy and equitable management between the two regions, as well as proposals to 
improve genetic sampling and data sharing. This includes establishing a joint working group (JWG) to 
harmonize management measures between the two RFMOs. 
 
22. The USA shared that they plan to submit a paper to WCPFC21 on cross-cooperation between the 
two RFMOs, WCPFC and IATTC. 

 
23. Canada supported the idea of having a JWG, to strengthen cooperation between IATTC and 
WCPFC 

 
24. The SPA-RM-IWG-05 supported cooperation with IATTC on South Pacific Albacore and noted 
that the United States would bring a document to WPCFC21 for consideration as a starting point. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 6. SPA-RM-IWG WORK PLAN 

 
25. The Chair opened the floor to review and discuss the SPA-RM-IWG Work Plan 2023 -2026. 
 
26. On behalf of the SPG, the Cook Islands expressed hope for the adoption of the interim target 
reference point and management procedure for South Pacific albacore at WCPFC21. They emphasized the 
importance of adhering to the 2023–2026 work plan schedule, given the significance of the South Pacific 
albacore fishery. 

 
27. The SPA-RM-IWG Chair indicated that the SPA-RM-IWG work plan would be updated 
intersessionally and brought to WCPFC21. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 7. OTHER MATTERS 

https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/21325
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28. There were no other issues raised or discussed. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 8. ADOPTION OF AGREED POINTS 
 
29. The SPA-RM-IWG-05 agreed the outcomes of the meeting. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 9. CLOSING OF THE MEETING 
 
30. The meeting adjourned at 11:34 AM on 11 October 2024 (PNI time). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



5 

 

Attachment 1 
 

 
SOUTH PACIFIC ALBACORE ROADMAP INTERSESSIONAL WORKING GROUP 

(SPA-RM-IWG05) 
 

ELECTRONIC MEETING 
09:00 – 13:00 Pohnpei Time, Friday, 11 October 2024 

 AGENDA 

SPA-RM-IWG05-2024-01 (Rev.01) 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 

Chair Moses Mataika will open an online meeting by summarizing the IWG's progress.  
 

AGENDA ITEM 2. SOUTH PACIFIC ALBACORE HARVEST STRATEGY UPDATES 
 

The SSP provides an update on the latest development of the harvest strategy for South Pacific 
albacore since SMD02, including updates on target reference points and evaluation of candidate 
management procedures. 

 
2.3 South Pacific Albacore Interim Target Reference Points 

 
As requested by SC20 and SMD02, the SSP will provide an updated evaluation of TRPs by setting 
EPO fisheries to average levels from 2017 to 2019.  
 
The IWG will provide any agreed TRPs to the Commission if available.  
 

2.4 South Pacific Albacore Management Procedures 
 

SMD02 selected additional candidate MPs for further evaluation, including effort-based MPs and 
new MPs with alternative HCRs. Additionally, the exclusion of archipelagic waters from MP should 
be considered. 
 
The SSP will provide an update on the current outcomes of the MP evaluations requested by 
SMD02. The IWG will provide the Commission with advice based on the available information.  
 

AGENDA ITEM 3. ALLOCATION 
 

The Secretariat presents WCPFC-TTMW4-2023-IP03 (Information Paper on Elements of Allocation 
Frameworks in Other RFMOs) for discussion. IWG will consider approaches (allocation principles, 
including elements) to develop an allocation formula as needed. 

https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/20780
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AGENDA ITEM 4. CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURE FOR THE SOUTH PACIFIC 

ALBACORE 
 

Discuss the approach to developing a new/revised CMM that includes the range of the South Pacific 
albacore stocks and all fisheries targeting albacore and implementing an adopted management 
procedure. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 5. COOPERATION WITH IATTC 
 

The WCPFC Secretariat will summarize the SMD02 discussions regarding future collaboration with the 
IATTC. The IWG may explore establishing a mechanism, such as a joint working group, to facilitate the 
joint management of South Pacific albacore stocks in coordination with the IATTC. This would include 
developing compatible measures between the two RFMOs, mainly focused on developing harvest 
strategies for South Pacific albacore.  
 

AGENDA ITEM 6. SPA-RM-IWG WORK PLAN 
 
As needed, the IWG will review and revise the SPA-RM-IWG Work Plan 2023 -2026. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 7. OTHER MATTERS 
 

The IWG will consider other matters for future IWG activities.  
 

AGENDA ITEM 8. ADOPTION OF AGREED POINTS 
 

If available, the IWG will adopt the agreed points and recommend them to the Commission.  
 

AGENDA ITEM 9. CLOSING OF THE MEETING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/21325


7 

 

Attachment 2 
 

 
SOUTH PACIFIC ALBACORE ROADMAP INTERSESSIONAL WORKING GROUP 

(SPA-RM-IWG05) 
 

ELECTRONIC MEETING 
09:00 – 13:00 Pohnpei Time, Friday, 11 October 2024 

 LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 
CHAIR 
 
Moses Mataika 
Ministry of Fisheries Fiji 
Fisheries Officer Offshore Fisheries 
Management Division   
mataika.moses@gmail.com 
 
AUSTRALIA 
 
Lakshmi Gudipati 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry 
Senior Policy Officer 
lakshmi.gudipati@aff.gov.au 
 
Lara Ainley 
AFMA 
Tuna Manager 
lara.ainley@afma.gov.au 
 
CANADA 
 
Jennifer Shaw 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Senior Science Advisor 
jennifer.shaw@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 
Nadia Hamoui 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
Jr Policy Analyst 
nadia.hamoui@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 

Sarah Hawkshaw 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Biologist 
sarah.hawkshaw@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 
CHINA 
 
Li Yan 
China Overseas Fisheries Association 
Deputy Director of High Seas Fisheries 
liyancnfj@outlook.com 
 
Liu Xiaobing 
Shanghai Ocean University 
Visiting Professor 
xiaobing.liu@hotmail.com 
 
Xiaojie Dai 
Shanghai Ocean University 
Professor 
xjdai@shou.edu.cn 
 
COOK ISLANDS 
 
Pamela Maru 
Ministry of Marine Resources 
Secretary 
P.Maru@mmr.gov.ck 
 
FIJI 
 
Apete Dabea 
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Ministry of Fisheries - Offshore Fisheries 
Division  
Fisheries Assistant 
apetedabea@gmail.com 
 
JAPAN 
 
Naoto Matsubara 
Japan Fisheries Research and Education Agency, 
Fisheries Resources Institute 
Scientist, Skipjack and Albacore Group, Highly 
Migratory Resources Division 
matsubara_naoto84@fra.go.jp 
 
Takumi Fukuda 
Fisheries  Agency of Japan 
Resource Management Department  
takumi_fukuda720@maff.go.jp 
 
Yoshinori Aoki 
Japan Fisheries Research and Education Agency 
Skipjack and albacore group, National Research 
Institute of Far Sea Fisheries,  
aoki_yoshinori04@fra.go.jp 
 
Yuichi Tsuda 
Fisheries Resources Institute, Japan Fisheries 
Research and Education Agency 
Head, Skipjack and Albacore Group, Highly 
Migratory Resources Division 
tsuda_yuichi58@fra.go.jp 
 
NEW ZEALAND 
 
Heather Ward 
Ministry for Primary Industries 
Principal Advisor 
Heather.Ward@mpi.govt.nz 
 
Chelsea Roberts  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Policy Officer 
chelsea.roberts@mfat.govt.nz 
 
Hilary Ayrton 
 Ministry for Primary Industries  
Senior Fisheries Analyst  
hilary.ayrton@mpi.govt.nz 

 
NIUE 
 
Quentin Hanich 
Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources 
and Security (ANCORS) - Uni of Wollongong 
Advisor 
hanich@uow.edu.au 
 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
 
Jae-geol Yang 
Korea Overseas Fisheries Cooperation Center 
Policy Analyst 
jg718@kofci.org 
 
CHINESE TAIPEI 
 
Chun-iu Lee 
Fisheries Agency, Ministry of Agriculture 
Project Assistant 
chuniu1025@ms1.fa.gov.tw 
 
Tzu-Ching Yu 
Overseas Fisheries Development Council 
Secretary 
evan@ofdc.org.tw 
 
Wen-Yu Chen 
Pacific Ocean Fisheries Management Section, 
Distant Water Fisheries Division, Fisheries 
Agency, Ministry of Agriculture 
Specialist 
chenwenyu@ms1.fa.gov.tw 
 
Wu, I-Sheng 
Fisheries Agency, Ministry of Agriculture, 
TAIWAN 
Project Assistant 
isheng0108@ms1.fa.gov.tw 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
Alex Kahl 
NOAA Fisheries - Pacific Islands Regional Office 
International Fisheries 
alex.kahl@noaa.gov 
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Donald Kobayashi 
 
Emily Crigler 
NOAA Fisheries  
Fishery Policy Analyst 
emily.crigler@noaa.gov 
 
Nicholas Ducharme-Barth 
NOAA Fisheries 
Research Mathematical Statistician 
nicholas.ducharme-barth@noaa.gov 
 
Tyler Lawson 
NOAA Fisheries 
Fish Biologist 
tyler.lawson@noaa.gov 
 
AMERICAN SAMOA 
 
Domingo Ochavillo 
Department of Marine & Wildlife Resources 
Chief Fisheries Biologist 
ochavill@gmail.com 
 
FRENCH POLYNESIA 
 
Anne-Marie Trinh 
Marine resources department  
Fisheries officer 
anne-marie.trinh@administration.gov.pf 
 
Thibaut Thellier 
Marine Resources Department 
Fisheries officer 
thibaut.thellier@administration.gov.pf 
 
NEW CALEDONIA 
 
Mickael Lercari  
New Caledonia Government (Fisheries 
department) 
Fisheries and environment officer 
mickael.lercari@gouv.nc 
 
TOKELAU 
 
Lesley Gould 
Tokelau Fisheries Management Agency 

Fisheries Advisor 
lesleykgould@gmail.com 
 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL CENTRE FOR OCEAN 
RESOURCES AND SECURITY (ANCORS) 
 
Bianca Haas 
Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources 
and Security  
Research Fellow 
bhaas@uow.edu.au 
 
Kamal Azmi 
Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources 
and Security (ANCORS) 
Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources 
and Security (ANCORS) 
kamala@uow.edu.au 
 
INTERNATIONAL SEAFOOD SUSTAINABILITY 
FOUNDATION (ISSF) 
 
Claire van der Geest 
ISSF 
Advisor 
claire.vandergeest@gmail.com 
 
MARINE STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL 
 
Sayuri Ichikawa 
Marine Stewardship Council 
WCPO Tuna Project Manager 
sayuri.ichikawa@msc.org 
 
PACIFIC COMMUNITY (SPC) 
 
Finlay Scott 
Pacific Community 
Fisheries Scientist 
finlays@spc.int 
 
Graham Pilling 
Pacific Community (SPC) 
Deputy Director FAME (OFP) 
grahamp@spc.int 
 
Nan Yao 
Pacific Community 



10 

 

Fisheries Scientist  
nany@spc.int 
 
Paul Hamer 
Pacific Community 
Principal Scientist 
paulh@spc.int 
 
Robert Scott 
Pacific Community 
Senior Fisheries Scientist 
robertsc@spc.int 
 
Sam McKechnie 
Pacific Community 
Fisheries Scientist 
samm@spc.int 
 
PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM FISHERIES AGENCY 
(FFA) 
 
Adele Dutilloy 
FFA 
Fisheries Management Advisor 
adele.dutilloy@ffa.int 
 
Joyce Samuelu Ah Leong 
Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) 
Fisheries Management Adviser 
joyce.samuelu-ahleong@ffa.int 
 
PARTIES TO THE NAURU AGREEMENT (PNA) 
 
Brian Kumasi 
Office of the Parties to the Nauru Agreement 
Policy Manager 
Brian@pnatuna.com 
 
PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS 
 
Glen Holmes 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 
Senior Officer 
gholmes@pewtrusts.org 
 
THE OCEAN FOUNDATION 
 
Dave Gershman 

The Ocean Foundation 
Officer, International Fisheries Conservation 
dgershman@oceanfdn.org 
 
WCPFC SECRETARIAT 
 
Albert Carlot 
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission (WCPFC) 
VMS Manager 
albert.carlot@wcpfc.int 
 
Eidre Sharp 
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission (WCPFC) 
Deputy Compliance Manager 
Eidre.Sharp@wcpfc.int 
 
Elaine G. Garvilles 
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission (WCPFC) 
Assistant Science Manager  
Elaine.Garvilles@wcpfc.int 
 
Emma Nelson-Mori  
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission (WCPFC) 
Project Management Assistant  
emma.mori@wcpfc.int 
 
Lara Manarangi-Trott 
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission (WCPFC) 
Compliance Manager 
Lara.Manarangi-Trott@wcpfc.int 
 
Lars Olsen 
WCPFC WPEA-ITM Project 
Project Manager 
olsenpacific@gmail.com 
 
Lucille Martinez 
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission (WCPFC) 
Administrative Officer 
lucille.martinez@wcpfc.int 
 
Natsuko Akinaga 
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HR Officer 
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Commission (WCPFC) 
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Samuel T. Rikin 
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission (WCPFC) 
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