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New Zealand Transhipment Scheme 
 

Transhipment by any vessels within the New Zealand Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) and New Zealand flagged vessel on the high seas or in other jurisdictions is 
subject to stringent measures to ensure all fish transhipped is properly accounted for 
and the operation is conducted in abeyance with applicable rules. 
 
General requirements for vessels seeking to tranship 
 
Before any transhipment can take place the fish must have been caught subject to an 
appropriate authorisation and in accordance with any conditions of that authorisation. 
 
Fishing vessels and carrier vessels operating in the New Zealand EEZ must be 
registered under New Zealand Fisheries legislation.  For fishing vessels, they must 
also fish to a valid fishing permit. 
 
New Zealand flagged fishing vessels and carriers wishing to operate (catch or 
transport fish) on the high seas must, in addition to vessel registration under the 
Fisheries Act, also obtain a New Zealand High Seas Fishing Permit.  This permit 
carries with it a number of conditions relating to notifications, VMS, transhipment and 
restrictions. 
 
In other jurisdictions, New Zealand fishing vessels and carriers must comply with the 
requirements of the Coastal State in terms of licensing, conditions and local laws.  
Failure to do so is an offence under New Zealand Fisheries law. 
 
Prior approval must be granted for transhipment 
 
The operator, notified user, or master of a fishing vessel or carrier must obtain prior 
approval for transhipment from the Ministry of Fisheries and comply with any 
conditions that the Chief Executive sees fit to impose. 
 
For New Zealand vessels seeking to tranship in other jurisdictions they must comply 
with the Port or Coastal States requirements.  It is an offence under New Zealand 
Fisheries law if the vessel fails to comply with such requirements. 
 
 
Standard conditions applying to transhipments 
 
Specific conditions applying to approvals for transhipment can vary depending on the 
particular circumstances of the proposed transhipment.  The intent of the conditions 
being imposed is to ensure verification of all species and quantities of fish that are 
transhipped. 
 
The standard conditions applied to both fishing vessels and carriers conducting 
transhipments are the requirements to report to the VMS; carriage of observers; the 
completion and submission of documentation; and notification requirements. 
 
An example of approval conditions for transhipment within the New Zealand EEZ are 
attached as an example. 

 
 



New Zealand Transhipment Approval Conditions 
 
 
 
This approval is subject to the following conditions: 
 

1 All transhipments pursuant to this approval must take place within New 
Zealand fisheries waters. 

2 All fish transhipped pursuant to this approval must be landed to a 
Licensed Fish Receiver. 

3 A copy of this approval must be placed on board the vessel and made 
available for inspection by a fishery officer. 

4 This approval may be varied or revoked at any time. 
5 This approval expires on [insert date] unless earlier varied or revoked. 

 
Notice of transhipments 
 

6. Written notice of the intention to tranship under this approval is to be provided 
prior to the commencement of the transhipment to the New Zealand Fisheries 
Communication Centre. 

 
The written notice must include the following details: 

 
i. Name of holder of approval 
ii. Catcher vessel name and international radio call sign 
iii. Carrier vessel name and international radio call sign 
iv. Date and time of commencement of transhipment (in New Zealand 

Standard Time) 
v. Position where transhipment is to take place 
vi. Species to be transhipped. 

 
7. Should any of the details in condition 6 change, the holder of this approval is 

to send written notice immediately to the New Zealand Fisheries 
Communication Centre. 

 
8. Written notice of the completion of the transhipment is to be provided to the 

New Zealand Fisheries Communication Centre. 
 
The written notice must include the following details: 

 
i. Name of holder of approval, 
ii. Catcher vessel name and international radio call sign, 
iii. Carrier vessel name and international radio call sign, 
iv. Date and time of completion of transhipment (in New Zealand Standard 

Time), 
v. Position where transhipment was completed, 
vi. Species, state and an estimate of the quantity in kilograms of fish 

transhipped. 
 

9. A copy of all communications between the vessel and the Ministry of 
Fisheries must be retained on board the vessel for the duration of the validity 
of this approval. 

 
 

  



 Automatic Location Communicators 
 

10. When operating under this approval, an Automatic Location Communicator 
(ALC) is to be carried and operated by the catcher vessel and carrier vessel 
in accordance with the Fisheries (Satellite Vessel Monitoring) Regulations 
1993 and Circulars issued by the Chief Executive under those regulations.  
Note that any reference to the 'vessel operator' in these regulations should be 
read as a reference to the holder of this approval. 

 
11. The approval holder must meet all costs arising from ensuring compliance 

with the requirements of the Fisheries (Satellite Vessel Monitoring) 
Regulations 1993. 

 
 
Observers 
 

12. When operating under this approval, a Ministry of Fisheries Observer is to be 
carried on board the carrier vessel for the purpose of monitoring 
transhipments. 

 
13. Prior to a transhipment commencing, the following items from the catcher 

vessel shall be made available to Ministry of Fisheries Observers on the 
carrier vessel. 

 
i. The vessel’s Certificate of Registration 
ii. The Catch Effort Logbook or the Trawl Catch Effort and Processing 

Return 
iii. The Catch Landing Log or the Catch Landing Return 
iv. The Navigational Logbook 
v. A Cargo Plan of fish on board 
vi. Documents (passport/Certificate of Competency) that confirm the 

Master's identity. 
 

14. The Cargo Plan must be signed by the Master of the Catcher vessel and shall 
include: 

 
i. The total weight of catch on board 
ii. The total weight of each species by Processed State 
iii. The carton markings used for each species by Processed State 
iv. Number of cartons of each species by Processed State 

 
15. The approval holder must meet all costs arising from carriage of an observer. 

 
Note: 
 

i. This approval only applies to fish taken in New Zealand fisheries waters in 
accordance with a current fishing permit. 

 
ii. This approval does not alter any other rights or responsibilities under 

Fisheries legislation. 
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