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Mr. Chairman, and the distinguish delegates to this Second regular Session of the WCPFC Northern Committee, the Republic of Vanuatu is honoured as an active fishing nation with fishing vessels operating the IOTC, IATTC, ICCAT, CCALMR, and the WCPFC Convention areas, to participate in the second regular session of the northern Committee.

Northern Committee Membership

Vanuatu due to some unforeseen circumstances did not effectively participate in the first regular session of the Northern Committee.  The Vanuatu Government wishes to inform and solicit the understanding of this Committee that it intends to become an active member of the Northern Committee.

North Pacific Fishing Fleet

Vanuatu has up to 68 long line fishing vessels operating in the Northern pacific region.  

Data Reporting

In compliance with the WCPFC data report requirements, the Vanuatu flag fishing vessels catch data details have been formally sent to the WCPFC Secretariat for verification.  In summary total catch data by Vanuatu Flag fishing vessels in the north pacific for 2004 and 2005 as follows:

· 2004 Total Catch:
4,940,976 kilograms

· 2005 total catch:
5,145,262 kilograms

(The catch comprises Albacore tuna, Bigeye tuna, Yellowfin tuna, Shark, Stripped Marlin, Blue marlin, Black marlin, Sword fish, Moro shark and others)

Monitoring of North Pacific Fleet

All Vanuatu Flag fishing vessels operating in the North pacific Region are strictly monitored by the Vanuatu Government through the Department of Fisheries in collaboration with a Government Authorized Management Body know as “Tuna Fishing (Vanuatu) Company Limited”.  The operation of the fishing vessels are also closely monitored by the use of a Vanuatu Flag State Vessel Monitoring System which is able to tract vessels using both the Imarsat and Argos Automatic Location Communicators (ALCs).

Report of the ISC and SC

Based on the ISC and SC scientific report, this committee must consider recommending strict management and compliance measures for endorsement by the Commission for monitoring and control of the exploitation of the following fish species:

i. Northern pacific Bluefin tuna

ii. Yellowfin tuna

iii. Bigeye tuna, and

iv. Northern stock of swordfish

Vanuatu would welcome the implementation of area and time closures on fishing grounds for fishing operations targeting the 4 species of tuna and tuna liked species.  Regarding the management of by-catch species, Vanuatu would support the notion for full retention of target and all non target species by fishing vessels operating in the north pacific region.

Conservation and Management Measures for the Northern Stocks and Area

It is the view of the Vanuatu delegation that strict compliance measures must be put into place to management the Northern fish stocks.  In terms of fleet Capacity management Vanuatu will a measure which will encourage equal participation in the fishery, ensures long term sustainable management of the resources and a fair share long term economical and social benefits.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.

