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The Cook Islands would like to take this opportunity to thank the Government of Japan and the staff of the Japanese Fisheries Agency for hosting this second regular session of the Northern Committee. The Cook Islands would further like to provide some information for the benefit of the members present at this important meeting, in relation to its situation in the context of the fisheries in the northern Pacific, and in particular within the WCPFC Convention area north of the equator.

History

For the information of the Secretariat and existing members of the Northern Committee, we have had 7 Cook Islands Flagged albacore troll vessels that have at some stage conducted fishing operations in the WCPFC area north of 20ºN since 1994 (please refer to the attached vessel list in Attachment 1). The catch records for these vessels show approximately 1,195 metric tonnes of fish, predominantly albacore, taken for the period 1994 - 2003. (refer Table 2, Attachment 1). All of this catch was taken in the area north of 20ºN (Northern Committee sub-area). However, it should be noted that this catch figure maybe underestimated due to the difficulties involved with retrieving the logbook data, and other data gaps. There was no catch data recorded from the northern WCPFC area from 2004 to 2005, as the vessels fished mainly for southern albacore, and also in the IATTC Convention area during this time.
In this regard, the Cook Islands would also like to thank the National Marine Fisheries Service in La Jolla for their assistance in helping to collate this historical data, as most if not all of these vessels had originally been recording their catch on US Troll logsheets. The SPC is in the process of developing a regional troll logbook, which the Cook Islands will use in future. 

Compliance

All Cook Islands Flagged vessels which are currently fishing are authorized to fish on the high seas (i.e. areas beyond national jurisdiction), including the WCPFC Convention area north of the equator. In the fisheries agreements between the Cook Islands and the individual companies, there are specific requirements relating to catch reporting, observer coverage, and VMS. These requirements are also covered by our recently adopted fisheries legislation (Marine Resources Act 2005). 

At present, two of the five vessels currently operating in the north Pacific are being monitored by our VMS system (Inmarsat C). The other three are expected to have the ALC units installed before the end of 2006. 

In addition, we are willing to work with other members and the WCPFC Secretariat in relation to port state inspections and the placement of observers on any and all Cook Islands Flagged vessels as provided for under Cook Islands law.

It is the intention of the Cook Islands Government to respond to any and all fisheries violations in respect of these vessels to the fullest extent of current Cook Islands law (Marine Resources Act 2005), should that unfortunate situation arise, as well as to work with all appropriate bodies and communicate to WCPFC all actions taken against such vessels.

Resolution on Northern Albacore

As there are now specific conservation and management measures being proposed for the Northern Albacore stock within the WCPFC Convention Area north of 20º North (CCM-2005-03), it is our intention to fully comply with these measures with respect to our Cook Islands Flagged vessels fishing in this area. The Cook Islands thereby undertakes to supply all catch information, including nominal catch data, and any other logbook data relevant for the purposes of scientific analysis and stock assessment to all relevant bodies.

Membership  

It should be noted that the Cook Islands is a full member of the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC), and an active participant in the work of that Commission. The Cook Islands participated in the work of the Northern Committee during the Annual Session of the Commission held in December last year, and in particular in assisted in drafting the Resolution on conservation and management of Northern Albacore.

In addition, earlier this year we applied for, and were subsequently given, cooperating non-member status within the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC). In the process of that application, we supplied all relevant information relating to the fishing activities of our vessels to the IATTC Secretariat.

Given our active participation in the prior work of this Committee, our membership of WCPFC, our cooperation and status with IATTC, and our extended fishing history in this area, we believe we have a real and genuine interest in those fisheries currently under the mandate of the Northern Committee. We would therefore request consideration of our application for full membership within this Committee. However, as the Northern Committee is in fact a subsidiary body of the Commission, we are uncertain as to the formal procedure for membership, and we would appreciate any guidance in this matter from participating members, and the Secretariat of WCPFC. We would also appreciate some resolution of this matter before the next scheduled session of the Northern Committee. 

Lastly, in regard to membership contributions, we hope some consideration be given to the issue of developing small island states when deciding on any proposed formula and level of contribution. In connection with this, we would also like to take this opportunity to the Secretariat of the WCPFC Commission for facilitating the Cook Islands participation at this meeting, and look forward to working constructively with members in the ongoing work of this Committee.

Thank you for your attention.

Attachment 1. 

Table 1. Cook Islands Historical Vessel List  1994 – 1995

	Vessel Name:
	IRC:
	Year Fishing:

	Dolphin Free
	ZKVZ
	1994 - Present

	Maverick
	ZKWB
	1996

	Walloda
	ZKVL
	1997 - Present

	Sao Pedro
	ZKWY
	1997 

	Albacora
	ZKVH
	1998 - Present

	Kona Wind
	ZKVI
	2000 - Present

	Powerful Viking
	ZKVK
	1998 - Present
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1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

Total (mt)

45.9

33.6

0.0

44.9

183.8

181.8

154.3

150.4

221.7

178.2

TOTAL CATCH IN METRIC TONNES: 

1194.6

mt

Note: These estimates are taken from data released by the US Authorities, and only cover logbook data for the four (currently 

fishing) vessels. There has been some difficulty in retrieving earlier logbook data from vessels (1995 - 1997) that have since been 

deregistered

Table 2. Albacore Troll catch totals - Northern Committee Sub-Area of WCPFC

Figure 1. Albacore troll catch

0

50

100

150

200

250

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

Year

Catch (mt)


