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Proposal submitted by the USA delegation

To be included in the NC2 meeting report:

1) NC2 suggested to the Third Session of the WCPFC Commission (WCPFC3) that it request the International Scientific Committee (ISC) and the WCPFC Scientific Committee (SC) work jointly to follow up with the SC2 recommendation and, where necessary, compile or develop detailed definitions and specifications for each of the seabird bycatch mitigation methods recommended by the Second Session of the Scientific Committee (SC2) and included in Table 1 of the SC2 report. It also requests that the results of this joint ISC-SC work be provided to the Third Session of the Northern Committee (NC3) in 2007.
2) It was decided that at NC3, taking into account the results of the joint ISC-SC work (if so requested by WCPFC3), seabird bycatch mitigation measures
 to apply in the Convention Area north of the 20 degree parallel of North latitude.
3) It was noted that the Members of the Northern Committee agreed to undertake the following activities, where possible, on a voluntary basis until specific seabird bycatch mitigation measures have been adopted for the Convention Area, including north of the 20 degree parallel of North latitude
:

a) Make every effort to ensure that where seabirds are captured alive in the course of fishing operations hooks are removed and other measures are taken to minimise mortality and serious injury of such seabirds.

b) Conduct experimental tests of mitigation methods under science-based research programmes, including methods not included in Table 1 of the SC2 report, in order to develop appropriate methods for particular fisheries and areas 

c) Seek feedback from fishers and observers on the effectiveness and practicality of various mitigation methods.

d) Provide appropriate training to their longline fishers on seabird identification and handling and release methods, including providing fishers with information on species identification, handling and release methods, and mitigation methods. 

e) Encourage, or, if possible, require, the operators of their longline vessels to report details of relevant interactions with seabirds (e.g. on logbooks), including identification of species, how the bird was hooked, and condition upon release (e.g. alive, dead, whether any gear remained on bird).

Table 1.  Recommended mitigation measures (see SC2 Executive Summary - Advanced Copy, page 13)

	Column A
	Column B

	Side setting with bird curtain
	Tori line1

	Night setting with minimum deck lighting
	Weighted branch lines

	Tori line
	Blue-dyed bait

	
	Deep setting line shooter

	
	Bait caster

	
	Underwater setting chute

	
	Management of offal discharge



1 If tori line is selected from both Column A and Column B this equates to simultaneously using two (i.e. paired) tori lines.
� In the development of such measures, the NC will take into account the best scientific information available relating to spatial and temporal distribution and abundance of seabirds in the Convention Area north of the 20 degree parallel of North latitude, and the specifics of the fisheries concerned.





� In the development of such measures for the Convention Area as a whole, the Members of the NC note the need for the Commission to take into account the best scientific information available relating to spatial and temporal distribution and abundance of seabirds in the Convention Area, and the specifics of the fisheries concerned.





