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MEASURES FOR THE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF
PACIFIC BLUEFIN TUNA IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered virtually, on the occasion of its
10298 Meeting-{resumed):

Taking into account that the stock of Pacific bluefin tuna is caught in both the western and central
Pacific Ocean (WCPO) and the eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO);

Recognizing that the 20246 stock assessment of Pacific bluefin tuna by the International Scientific
Committee for Tuna and Tuna-like Species in the North Pacific Ocean (ISC) shows the following:

e Spawning stock biomass (SSB) has increased over the last twelve years, and reached the
second rebuilding target (20%SSB...) in 2021;

Taking into consideration that the IATTC adopted an interim harvest strategy to maintain the stock
above 20%SSB.., the IATTC scientific staff recommended that catch increases consider the
performance relative to possible future reference points to be evaluated in a management strategy
evaluation; and the Scientific Advisory Committee further recommended that the Commission
consider a long-term harvest strategy with reference points after the MSE is completedthat JATTFC

Recalling that Article VII, paragraph 1(c) of the Antigua Convention provides that the Commission
shall “adopt measures that are based on the best scientific evidence available to ensure the long-term
conservation and sustainable use of the fish stocks covered by this Convention and to maintain or
restore the populations of harvested species at levels of abundance which can produce the maximum
sustainable yield...”;

Urging all IATTC Members and Cooperating Non-Members (CPCs) involved in this fishery to
participate in a fair and equitable manner, and without exceptions, in the discussion and adoption of
conservation measures applicable to the stock throughout its entire range;




Mindful that these measures are intended as an interim step towards assuring sustainability of the
Pacific bluefin tuna resource, consistent with the precautionary approach, and the objectives of the
long-term management framework for the conservation and management of Pacific bluefin tuna in
the EPO;

Noting that the IATTC has adopted mandatory conservation and management measures for Pacific
bluefin tuna for 2012-20244, and that the measures resulted in reducing catches in the EPO;

I—Any further—future inereases—catch limits are-recommended by the Joint IATTC-WCPFC
Northern Committee Working Group efthe-\WCPFC-andon Pacific bluefin tuna-tATFEC shall
consider the historical proportional fishery impacts on SSB between fisheries in the EPO and
fisheries in the WCPO, and the IATTC shall consider a more equitable balance of catch among
Members that is reflective of historical harvest in Members’ respective EEZs in the EPO.

The following paragraphs apply to 20251-20264:

2. The Commission shall implement this Resolution in accordance with the long-term
management objectives of Pacific bluefin tuna in paragraph 4% of Resolution C-231-01
[Amendment to Resolution C-2118-012].

4:3. During 20252-20262, in the IATTC Convention Area, combined total commercial catches of
PaC|f|c bluefin tuna by aII CPCs shall not exceed the catch I|m|t of 7—29511 985 metric tons.

blennlal catch I|m|ts for each CPC are specmed below in paragraph 5. Wlthln each blennlum
CPCs also shall not exceed a one-year maximum catch limit, as specified below in paragraph

5.
54,
Mexico United States
One-year-maxdmum-Tor2021-2022 820t E2o s
20253-20264 biennial limit 6,9738,970 mt 3,0153047 mt
One-year maximum for 20253-20264 4,0685,233 mt 7202,135 mt

a. During 20252-20262, the United States may catch up to 3,015739 metric tons for both
years combined (biennial limit), and up to 2,135523 metric tons in either year (one-year



ma*rmam)—The catch I|m|ts for the Unrted States erI be subtracted and reserved from
the total catch limits in paragraph 4 for the exclusive use of the United States.

During 20251-20262, Mexico may catch up to 8,9706;556 metric tons for both years
combined (brennral limit), and up to 5,2333,;824 metric tons in erther year (one- year
maX|mum) , ; ,

The catch limits for Mexrco will be subtracted and reserved from the totaI catch I|m|ts in
paragraph 4 for the exclusive use of Mexico.



6:5. Any over-harvest shall be deducted from the catch limit in the following year in accordance
with Paragraph 54 of Resolution C-231-01. Over-harvest of the 2023-2024 biennial catch limits
established in Resolution C-2118-05% shall be deducted from 2025-2026+-2622 catch limits

appllcable to thls Resolution. Qvephawespehheﬂbwmu%ea%eh%%map%eabl&te%@%—zezz

46. Under-harvest of 2023-2024 biennial catch limits established in Resolution C-2118-052 shall
be added to catch limits in this Resolution applicable to 2025-20261-2022 in accordance with
Paragraph 65 of Resolutlon C 231-01. undephawesteﬁbwnm&LeMHmestabhshedrmhls

catch-taking-into-consideration-the-scientific-advice-of- the 1ISC-and-the JATTC staff-At the
annual meeting of the IATTC in 2025 and 202622-2023-and-2024, the Scientific Staff shall
present the results of the previous year’s fishing season in this regard for the Commlssmn ]

9.8. Ineach year infrem 20251-20264, each CPC shall report its commercial catches to the Director
weekly after 50% of its annual catch limit in each year is reached. Each CPC shall report its
recreational (i.e., sportfishing) catches annually by June 30.

10-9. The Director will send out notices to all CPCs when 75% and 90% of the limits in Paragraphs
4 or 5 have been reached. The Director will send out a notice to all CPCs when the limits in

Paragraphs 4 or 5 have been reached. CRCs-shall-take-the-necessany-internal-measuresto-aveid
orepodinetheUmisosinb ishedbn Damo s hs /e B

11:10. By 31 January of each year in 20251-20264, the Director shall notify all CPCs of the
catch limit for each year in 20252-20264 established in Paragraphs 4 and 5 of this resolution
that accounts for any over-harvest or under-harvest in accordance with Paragraphs 6 and 7 of
this Resolution, and Paragraphs 54 and 65 of Resolution C-231-01.

12:11. In each year in 20251-20264, the IATTC Scientific Staff shall present an assessment to
the Scientific Advisory Committee of the effectiveness of this resolution also taking into
consideration the results of the ISC’s latest Pacific bluefin tuna stock assessment, harvest
scenario projections performed by the ISC, and conservation and management measures for
Pacific bluefin tuna adopted by the WCPFC. The Commission shall review and consider
revising the management measures established in this Resolution based on the best available
information, including the latest assessment, recruitment information, projections or other
relevant information, as well as outcomes of the Joint IATTC-WCPFC NC Working Group on
Pacific bluefin tuna.



