
TECHNICAL AND COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE
Nineteenth Regular Session

20-26 September 2023

Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia

ANNUAL REPORT ON THE EASTERN HIGH SEAS POCKET SPECIAL
MANAGEMENT AREA (EHSP-SMA)

WCPFC-TCC19-2023-RP06

Prepared by the WCPFC Secretariat

Lara.Manarangi-Trott
Typewritten text
1 September 2023



Contents

1 Purpose 1

2 Introduction 1

3 Review of available data 1
3.1 Vessel Sightings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
3.2 Vessels and VMS reporting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
3.3 Fishing activity and catch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
3.4 Transshipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
3.5 Compliance history . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

4 Review of CMMs 2010-02 and 2016-02 implementation under the Compliance Moni-
toring Scheme (CMS) 2

i

5 Recommendations 2

 Tables 4

Figures                                                                                                                                                    7



1 Purpose

This paper is the annual report on activities in the Eastern High Seas Pocket Special Management Area
(EHSP-SMA).

The EHSP-SMA is the area of high seas bounded by the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) of the Cook
Islands to the west, French Polynesia to the east and Kiribati to the north.

2 Introduction

The management and reporting arrangements for the EHSP-SMA were established through CMM 2010-02
Conservation and Management Measure for the Eastern High Seas Pocket Special Management Area
which was updated by CMM 2016-02 with effect from 7 February 2017.

Vessels in the EHSP-SMA reporting to the Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) are displayed as a “live list1”
on the secure EHSP-SMA page on the WCPFC website (https://www.wcpfc.int/eastern-high-sea
s-pocket). A sample screen shot of the “live list” is shown in Figure 1. Vessels shown in the live list are
also directly linked to the WCPFC Record of Fishing Vessels (RFV).

3 Review of available data

3.1 Vessel Sightings

Paragraph 2 of CMM 2016-02 encourages reporting of any fishing vessel sightings in the EHSP-SMA to
the WCPFC Secretariat. During the reporting period, the Secretariat did not receive any sighting reports
from flag CCMs2.

3.2 Vessels and VMS reporting

Table 1 and Table 2 show the number of vessels by gear type and flag respectively, that reported VMS
positions in the EHSP-SMA for each month from 2019 to May 2023.

Table 3 summarises entry and exit reporting by vessel flag and type. The tables indicate the primary
activity is from Chinese Taipei flagged longline vessels mainly between February to October. During 2019
and 2020 there were similar numbers of vessels operating in the area (191 and 197). During 2021 and
2022, the number of vessels operating was 57% and 53% respectively, of the average of 2019 and 2020
numbers. This is likely to have been due to changes in operational activity arising from COVID-19. In
2023, the numbers of vessels operating has remain low in January and February but in March to May
have risen to the highest level seen in the previous four years.

Table 3 and Table AI - 1 summarises the numbers of entry and exit alerts generated by the Commission
VMS for 2019-2022. The reliability of entry and exit reporting generated by the Commission VMS has
improved since 2020 and remains high. The lack of sightings of vessels reported to the Commission
suggests there has been no vessels operating in the EHSP-SMA that have not been reporting to the
Commission VMS although this cannot be verified.

More detail on the vessels operating in or transiting the EHSP-SMA is available in Annex 1 which lists the
63 vessels (55 LL, 6 PS, and 2 bunkers) that were reporting to the WCPFC VMS from the EHSP-SMA
during 2022.

3.3 Fishing activity and catch

Figure 2 and Figure 3 show the proportion of catch by flag and in total tonnages since 2000 and includes
a more detailed view of this data for more recent years 2018-2022.

Data for the purse seine fishery shows activity by one flag CCM for the three years 2012-2014, with the
catch volumes of less than 500 tons. While some purse seine vessels have reported on the VMS within
1In accord with CMM 2016-02 paragraph 5
2To assist with internal record keeping at the WCPFC Secretariat, copies of vessel sighting reports required in accordance
with paragraph 2 of CMM 2016-02 are to be submitted the Commission and can be sent to the Secretariat by email:
EasternHighSeasSpecialManagementArea@wcpfc.int.

1

https://www.wcpfc.int/eastern-high-seas-pocket
https://www.wcpfc.int/eastern-high-seas-pocket
EasternHighSeasSpecialManagementArea@wcpfc.int


the EHSP-SMA, no purse seine catch has been reported in the most recent years, further investigations
shows that these records are transits and not fishing effort.

The historical flag CCM involvement in the EHSP-SMA longline fishery and their reported catch have
changed over time, most significantly between 2003-2016.

Over the last six years (2017-2022) CCM involvement and longline catches have become less variable as
shown by the total annual catches and CCM catch proportions (Figure 23 and Figure 3). Longline catch
peaked in 2012 and again in 2017, 2019 and 2020 at around 2000 tons with catch levels significantly lower
in other years.

The main species taken from the EHSP-SMA by the longline fleet is albacore followed by yellowfin and
bigeye tuna. Catch of the historical purse seine fleet was mainly skipjack with some yellowfin and bigeye
(Figure 4 and Figure 5).

Over the most recent three years the average catch in the EHSP-SMA relative to the WCPO catch
represents 1% for albacore, 0.03% for bigeye, 0.05% for yellowfin and less than 0.01% for skipjack.

3.4 Transshipment

CMM 2016-02 prohibited all transshipment activities in the EHSP-SMA from 1 January 2019. There was
no report of transshipments in the EHSP-SMA.

The Secretariat has, with the addition of expert compliance analytical expertise, refined one of the
analytical tools that assesses potential transhipments by identifying vessels with VMS positions in close
proximity for 4 hours or more (Figure 6). More details on this tool are available in WCPFC-TCC19-RP03.

3.5 Compliance history

Figure 8 provides the result of the evaluation of CMMs 2010-02 and 2016-02 under the CMS over the
years. CMM 2010-02 was evaluated annually between 2013 (for Reporting Year 2012) and 2016 (for
Reporting Year 2015) and the replacement CMM 2016-02 was evaluated in 2020.

3Source : SPC data “Annual catch estimates by EEZ”

2

Transshipments have been banned in the EHSP-SMA since 1 January 2019 and an evaluation of imple-
mentation in 2020 indicated this has been duly implemented by CCMs in legally binding instruments.

Between 2018-2023 there were a number of interactions between longliners and in a few cases longliners
and bunker vessels from 4 flag CCMs. The majority of these were in 2020 and all except one of those
were between longliners. This analysis indicates no interactions between carriers and catching vessels.
Further refinement of this analysis will be undertaken based on additional data held by the Commission.
This work will identify the extent to which further verification is possible or whether additional sources
of data are needed to verify the vessel activity in discussion with the relevant CCMs. No information
is provided from bunker vessels.

The Secretariat did not receive any reports of alleged infringements by vessels operating in the EHSP-SMA
from monitoring, control and surveillance activities such as high seas boarding and inspections or aerial
surveillance activities.

The outcomes of four historical cases for CMM 2010-02 02 (VMS entry and exit reporting) are shown in
Figure 7. No cases have been reported under the replacement CMM 2016-02.

4 Review of CMMs 2010-02 and 2016-02 implementation under the Compliance Monitoring Scheme
(CMS)

Figure 8 shows that between 2013-2016 there were ongoing implementation issues with the required entry
and exit manual reporting. CMM 2016-02 removed the need for manual entry and exit reporting from
2017. Instead, alerts are automatically generated by the Commission VMS.

5 Recommendations

1. TCC18 is invited to note the report on the activities in the EHSP-SMA.
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Tables

Table 1: Number of vessels by vessel type year and month in EHSP-SMA-SMA (Source: WCPFC
VMS data).
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Table 2: Number of vessels by CCM year and month in EHSP-SMA-SMA (Source: WCPFC VMS
data).
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Table 3: Summary of entry and exit alerts for the EHSP-SMA generated by the Commission VMS
by flag in 2022 (including transit reports).
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Figures

Figure 1: A sample screen shot of the “live list” on the WCPFC website.

Figure 2: Proportion of catch made by flag in the EHSP-SMA LL and PS fleets 2000-2021.
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Figure 3: Catch from in the EHSP-SMA LL and PS fleets 2000-2021.

Figure 4: Proportion and catch made in EHSP-SMA by LL and PS fleets 2000 - 2021. Overview of
tuna fisheries in the WCPO, Including Economic Conditions - 2021 WCPFC-SC18-2022/GN IP-1.
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Figure 5: Catch made in EHSP-SMA by LL and PS fleets 2000 - 2021. Overview of tuna fisheries
in the WCPO, Including Economic Conditions - 2021 WCPFC-SC18-2022/GN IP-1.
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Figure 6: The number of transhipment events estimated through VMS analysis in the EHSP-SMA.
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Figure 7: The outcomes of four compliance cases under CMM 2010-02 02.
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Figure 8: CMR Compliance Score relating to eastern high seas pocket related requirements over the years it was assessed.
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Annex I

Table AI - 1: Summary of entry and exit alerts within the EHSP-SMA generated by the Commission
VMS by flag from 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2021 (includes transiting vessels).
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Annex II

Table AII - 1: Complate list of all vessels within the EHSP-SMA reporting to WCPFC VMS in
2022 (includes transiting vessels).
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Table AII:1 Continued:

15


	Purpose
	Introduction
	Review of available data
	Vessel Sightings
	Vessels and VMS reporting
	Fishing activity and catch
	Transshipment
	Compliance history

	Review of CMMs 2010-02 and 2016-02 implementation under the Compliance Monitoring Scheme (CMS)
	Recommendations
	Tables
	Figures

