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NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations

August 30, 2005

Mr. Michael Lodge

Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission 

Michael.LODGE@oecd.org
Dear Mr. Lodge:

According to Rule 56.1(e) and 56.4, please accept this letter as our request observer status with the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission. As a marine conservation non-governmental organization that has worked on fisheries issues since the late 1980s, including shrimp trawling, purse seining and pelagic longlining, we have a very strong interest in the matters under consideration by the commission.

The Sea Turtle Restoration Project is a California-based international marine conservation organization that works to protect sea turtles and other marine species in the United States and in countries around the world. For more information about sea turtles and the Sea Turtle Restoration Project, please visit: www.seaturtles.org.

We have long participated in numerous regional and international fisheries forums. In addition to having Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, we have had observer status at the World Trade Organization twice, the 6th UN Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans, the 4th meeting of the Straddling and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks Agreement, a number of CITES meetings, and all the meetings of the Inter-American Convention for the Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles. We have also partnered with the UN Environment Programme to produce a documentary film on the benefits of Turtle Excluder Devices in shrimp nets.

We look forward to participating in the process of the Commission in sustainably managing our high seas fisheries.

Sincerely,

Robert Ovetz, PhD

Save the Leatherback Campaign Coordinator
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