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In December 2021, at its 18th Regular Session of the Commission, the WCPFC adopted Best 

Practices for the Safe Handling and Release of Cetaceans. SC17 had previously reviewed the 

guidelines and recommended that they be forwarded to the Commission for adoption. SC17 also 

put forward the following recommendation with relation to the guidelines (SC17 Summary Report, 

para. 389):  

 

389. SC17 further recommends that the Commission develop graphics to be included 

with the Best Practices for the Safe Handling and Release of Cetaceans for consideration 

at WCPFC19. 

 

This document presents a set of draft graphics produced to illustrate the guidelines adopted by 

WCPFC18, as recommended by SC17. 

 

SC18 is invited to consider the graphics and provide a recommendation for adoption by 

WCPFC19.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following are guidelines for best handling practices of marine 
mammals, specifically cetaceans, for purse seine and longline 
vessels fishing for tuna and tuna-like species in the western and 
central Pacific Ocean:

GENERAL PROVISIONS:

Safety First: These guidelines should be considered in light of safety 
and practicability for crew.  Crew safety should always come first. and practicability for crew.  Crew safety should always come first. 
Cetaceans can be very powerful and hooked or entangled 
cetaceans can be unpredictable, therefore it is not safe to enter the 
water in order to release an animal.  

Suggested Equipment: Vessels should have equipment on board to 
facilitate the release of cetaceans.  For purse seine vessels, 
suggested equipment includes: canvas or net slings or stretchers for 
carrying or lifting, large mesh net or grid to cover hatches/hoppers, carrying or lifting, large mesh net or grid to cover hatches/hoppers, 
and tools for cutting/removing net. For longline vessels, suggested 
equipment includes long handled cutters and de-hookers. Long 
handled cutters should be safety cutters or have a safety blade to 
avoid injuring the animal.

ANNEX I: GUIDELINES FOR THE SAFE HANDLING AND RELEASE OF 
CETACEANS PURSE SEINE GEAR:

BEST PRACTICES FOR THE SAFE HANDLING 
AND RELEASE OF CETACEANS
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The following are guidelines for best handling practices of marine 
mammals, specifically cetaceans, for purse seine and longline 
vessels fishing for tuna and tuna-like species in the western and 
central Pacific Ocean:

GENERAL PROVISIONS:

Training: Crew should be provided with training on best practices for 
the safe handling and release of cetaceans, including the use of the safe handling and release of cetaceans, including the use of 
appropriate equipment carried on board for such purposes.  
Notifications: Once a cetacean is observed inside a purse seine net 
or hooked or entangled on longline gear, immediately notify the 
captain or fishing master and ensure the crew knows what to do.

General Guidelines: For all gear types, keep animals in the water 
whenever possible. Removing a cetacean from the water is 
extremely stressful for the animal and can cause injury, so they extremely stressful for the animal and can cause injury, so they 
should be released while in the water, wherever possible. However, 
cetaceans can be very powerful and hooked or entangled 
cetaceans can be unpredictable, therefore it is not safe to enter the 
water in order to release an animal. If it is necessary to land small 
cetaceans on deck in purse seine fisheries, always minimize time on 
deck and release cetaceans back to the water as soon as possible. 
When handling cetaceans, it is always best to handle with two or When handling cetaceans, it is always best to handle with two or 
more people. 
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Sei Whale
(Balaenoptera borealis)

Sperm Whale
(Physeter macrocephalus)

(examples)
FOR LARGE CETACEANS (baleen whales and sperm whales) :
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1. Large cetaceans should remain in the water

2. Do not attempt to release large cetaceans by having crew in the 
    water, to the extent possible

3. Release the animal as quickly as possible, without jeopardizing the 
    safety of the crew
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